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any theory.”— Nor is your assertion less important—* the only
question with me is {o understand cach sentence” [of the seriptures]
¢ in its own context.”

I am not atall surprised that the deseriptions you give of faith, re-
generation, christian experience, and the sanctilying influence of the
truth, should oeccasion such opposition. No man will believe that
faith is the belief of the gospel till he understand the gospel in the
sense in which the apostles preached it,  Express the gospel in every
possible way, and exhibit in the most pointed manner thatitis impos-
sible to be saved in the very nature of things, in any way but by

" believing what God has said of his, Son: Still the thing is not
understood—the internal feeling and sentiment of every one, even the
best instructed in speculations about the gospel, is, < What shall £
do that I may work the works of God ?” And if you are so plain
and pointed that such persons cannot mistake you that you mean ex-
actly what you say, the faith is no more than believing what God
says of Jesus—then the carnal mind rises in wrath against God'’s
only way of saving sinners.  Tor in the ears of all such persons the
words of Jesus, faith, repentance &c. mean no more to them than the
same thing they have done, or are about co do to reconcile God to
them, and thus avert his wrath. The work that God has wrought
they will by no means believe. And it has appeared to me the more
orthodox, as you would say, unbelievers are, the more they are op~
posed tosalvation by faith  The fact is, that men are not disposed to
be dependant un the Saviour for salvation, and therefore their hearts
rise in enmity against the dectrine of the gospel. And this is the real

" cause why their minds are blinded as to God’s way of renovating the
human soul aud sanctifying all its powers.  You have no doubt ob-

“ served the striking beauty of the Saviour's words to Paul in reference
to the effects of that gospel which he was to preach among the
Gentiles, Acts xxvi.18. ¢ To open their cyes, to turn them {rom
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they
may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them that are
sanctified through faith thatis in me.”

Here the Saviour attributes the enlightening of the mind, the
renovation of the heart, the forgiveness of sins, and the present and

" eternal inheritance of his people, to the faith that is in him, A
mistake then with respect to this {aith wiil be fatal, to the whole of
perst sal salvation, Heunce the great mistakes about what is called
*christian experience,” I do not, indecd, approve of the phraseolo-
gy. Theword ‘“experience” is used, 1 think, only three times in our
translation of the Bible : first, in the book of Genests, xxx. 27. where
Labun says that he had learned by ““experience” that the Lord had
blessed him in worldly things on account of Jacob, second Eccles.

"1, 16, where Solomon boasts of his having great ““experience” of
wisdom and knowledge, evidently in worldly matters, above all that
were ‘before him in Jerusalem, And third, Rom. v.4, where in
Paul’s beautiful climax he informs us that*“patience worketh ox-



