
1874. 8S
ing ne longer undor the law, ive have te do
with voiuntary devotions -.lune. Our enly
rais is the constraining love ef Christ. lis
Word, IlFrecly yo have received ; frecly
&ive, eughit, liowvver, te miake us feel
that te duty is speeiplly and strietly ours
te pexform. As I-is people, we are "flot
of the ivoridl," and eue reason %vliy lie lins
îsstitutcd this erdlinance is te teaech us that
lesson more eieariy.

Scifishness has led mon into ttvo extremes
of opinion with regard te wveridly posses-
sions: (1) that nil wve have is our own, ond
hence the Maxirm, Il eep ail yen get, and
geL nil you can." (2) The doctrine e?
toinnf is that Il Property is a crime."
Tite truth, hovever, hbas been statcd in this
way that in relation te our feliov-men WC
msy become the ow.iers ef proerty; but ini
arr relation te God We are mercly stewards.
Ideas of inine and tMine are pcrfeetly con-
sitcnt with this vieiv. I have a clairs
tipon a certain ameunt ef prepetty, because
the Great Propritor. Lias entrusted it te
neassd not teanotlher. fleeegnizing such
à righr, the Seriptures aleow us te use pro-
ptrty iu threc ivays: (1) For our susten-
arc aud enjeyment,-Romn. xii. 17 ; Ecel.
y. 18, 19; 1 Tirs. v. 8. (2) In ministcring
ta tise wants of ethers, in the exercise of
the grace et hospitality, or in the relief of
aise puer. (3) For the support and sprcad
othe Gospel, &c. I>ropcrty heldsud used
in this thrc-feid wvay subserves its divinoly
intended end. Tise reason why many find
it hard te get at the truth in this maLter is
becaise tiair jndgmerat is tee much influ-
encefi by their action. Property may he
itgardcd as n Ilthing indifferent," antd the
Christisan should bo able te say, IlProperty
ji awfui for me," &c.-2 Cor. vi. 12. Alost
persons, ne deubt, are ready te adopt tise
latter clause as the confession o? their faitia;
but tisere are net se many who are able
pracsicaily te assert tbe fermer idea, IlPro-
perty is net profitable-not .qood for me.'> I
anmas well off sud. botter withont it.

bNaturaIdy the pursuit sud possession of
wealth divert and separate us frein Goda
1 Pror. ii. 15; Matt. Xix. 23, 24 ; hut eCM:
p!oyed as a means ef devotion-instead ef
Scparating, our possessions. isecome a con-

nocting Iink botween us and IIim. By
niaking- our weaith tho Medium of bonrtei-
cenco, wu change the curse into a blessing,
Luke xvi. 9. WVe sce thon how iveli calcu,
latefi the érdittance of giving is to remind
us of our tino relation tn the wvorld, 1
Ciaron. xxix, 14; and ive miglit aiso, shewv
how iveli-fitted it is flot enly te illustrate to
us, but to develope in us "lthe grace of Our
Lord Jesus Christ." .2 Cor. viii. 9.

But the mest impressive idea centaincd,
in the text (Loir. xxviii. 29) is this :that al
objects solemnly dedicated to the lord arc
pecîzliarly and ùàvioabýq sacred. To turra
thern to any com mon use is'a desecration.
We need flot wait te notice or condernu
the rasha vows of whichi se many arc guiity.
There are vows that under special cireurs-
stances-we are ac'customed te make de-
iiherntely-with solemn feeling and sincere
intent, but whieh, alas, are flot altvays per-
formed. Many a one devotes a surn of
moncy, a part of the proceeds of bis labour,
or a portion of his turne, to religions pur-
poses, and forgets that God holds hum. re.
sponsible for his vow. lus monoy goos for
some solfish gratification. His time is
spent ir. somne sccular employmeut. Now
ail such aliotments should be regarded as
sacrcd. Such vows are, however, religlous.
ly paid by many. We frequeflsly meot
with ineidents or bear remarks, whieh
showv how deeply thoy realize the sanetity
of devotefi things. Extremely poor people
have been found who have bad laid by as
special devotions sums of xnenoy wvhicla
they couid not be tempted to use in supp1y-
in- thoir own wants. We effen-receive for
religious objects, nioney whicb, wo are
told, bins been sacrediy stored for months
afld even years. A&nd have we net an aw-
fully striking s*lustration. ef the toxt in the
in the case of Ananias and Sapphira. Here
"vas a professeid devotient of tho wholo of
their possessions ; but mark their sacrilege
and the terrible punismoi% whiela it in-
eurrcd. Snirely the lesson tauglit is this:-
that to, promise or te profess to give se
mueh tante' the Lord, and te keep baek a
part, is to.lie, ne: te, mou but te, the o ly
Ghest. A romark quoted in the publisbed
Report on Systematic Benefleenco, seemes
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