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of lier own population. PIossibly shc xnay
yet iu a measuiro makoe amends fur bier
criinai.l folly.

WVc are glad to sec that Prcsidcut Thiers
lias grîuitcd permission to tho Refoînied
Chîucbel to lîold a Genoral Synod, and to
re-organize its Presbyterian inachincry and
work it ont to the hcst of its power without
any hindranco from. thc State. Tho i rc
Churcli of rirance lias lield its Ss-nods for
some years sinco, but this body is sil,
and unconnected witli tho Stite. The
COhurcli wvbich bias obtained leave to meet
i5 the " National Protestant Churcbi "-

whicli stili inchîdes tbe cbief bulk of Frech
Protestantisin, and is the successor of the
historie Church of the Hluguienots and the
martyrs; und flot sinco the times of perse-
cution lias titis Churcli been permitted to
meet in national convocation. 'fli last
Synod 'vas held as long sincenas 1659, being
presided over by the eminent Daîllé. That
Synoîl, ufter a session of two mont/is, ad-
journed to, meet iu tbrce years, yet the
meeting, as acknowledgcd in the minute
which convoked it, was contingent upon
"$the good pleasure of His MLaju.ty," and
that good p!easure flot being vouiclisufid,
the Synod never met. Not long after came
the revocation, of the Edict of Nantes, and
the long and sorrowful period of persecu-
cution and suflering, of banislimcat and
outlawrythe pcriod of the IlChurch in
the Desert," a period endcd oniy by the oc-
currence of the great revolîîtiou whicli for
a trne disorganizcd society nnd wvbicli
landed the country lu the tyranny of the
Empire. Napoleon Bonaparte indcd
recogu;zed the Protestant Churcli, ex-
empt'ed Protestants from persecution, and
gave thcm State aid. But neither lic nor
any of his successors granted tlue Oburcli
thue actual privilege of frc Assemblies,-
a privilege absolutely essential to the well-
bcing of Presbyterian Churches.

Tho "National" Protestant Chnrch is
aadly in necd of reformation. It huas no
proper discipline, and no living Confession.
Its first meeting will doubtiess lead to a
bitter struggle betwecn Rationalism and
Orthodoxy. Rationalism, Unitarianisin,
fleism, bava found their wa>' into the
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pulpits of tItis cixulu, and tlucse wvill flot
be c-ast out Nvithout a strtglIe. Still it i.
bclievcd iluat a fair nujority of tuc ininistera
nnd lity moxuibers are ortiiodox, uuud that
the Synod wili ho orgaiiii -d on ai] cyan-
gelical busis. Lot us pray for the success
of the trtith in our sister chu-hel wvhicli iii
a sense is also our mother chîtirch. It will
be of gi-eat importance to Frnce tîtat there
sîtlci bc iii lier bouluds a strou:g, p>ure,
loving Protestant Oburch, holding fortli a
pitre Gospel and govcrned uîccording to
the principles of thue pîurcst ituu best demo-
cracy. It isuiotyetkniown wlucu tue Syuuod
is to assemble.

SYSTENIS 0F ERROR DEGAYING.
Appeals, i-lien nowv mnade to us on be-

biaîf of the cause of missions, cunnot be
set side with vbat ivus once an oft i-e-
peuted storv,--TleMissionury enterprisehas
mnade so little progrcss tlîut it sliould noz
bc sustaiîicd. iMen. and xîar-ow-înindcd
mon, -wliea nowv asked for contributions,
eau no longer shiec]d tliemselves behind
this pIeu. Quite reaulily, however, tiuey
adopt another excuse -,vhicli appear! some-
w-but plausible, and thuat is, reformn the
lîcatîcu ut home and nover mmnd tboso fuir
uway. Suceli parties overlook tlîe fact tît
tiose at home have all te machintry i-
qutisite to, cifeet a reformation, whilst the
licatiien possess nothing of this kind. It
is the grand desiga of the Mission enter-
prise te 1)rovide the hieudîca iith ftic truuth
in order that thuey inuy reforin thcmisclves.
To carry on tItis iYork in tîto prescut day,
ive have mucli to encourage ns to go for-
iward, aud ivo sec and hear of miuchi thuat
should cuit forth our contributionai. Witb.
ont appealing Lo a long list of statisties to
Show wbut lias beeni donc, we would refer
to one very favourable symptoni wiLnessed
la our own day as affording strong on-
couragement to the Christian Chii-ch to
prosocute the work witlî renewcd vigour.
Systoîns of cri-or are, to a largo extent, ln
a state of decay, and this favonruble syrnp-
tom should bc noticed and appcalcd to si
an encouraglng feature ln beluif of the
Mission 051180. Truc, heathcnisrn jet


