BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

Current Mining News.

Coun.ributions from any part of British Columbla and the
mining districts of a reliable nature will be published In
these columns, and we request that mining men write us
about the progress of the mines of their district, We desire
to publish all mining nows.

THE NORTH STAR MINE.

It is stated at this noted East Kootenay stlver mine
that the main ledgo has now been struck at a depth of 100
feet. The grade of the ora is found to be greatly improved
at this depth. The North Star is again to be a big shipper
this spring season,

THE LILY NAY.

—— —

This Rossland mine has been sold on option terms to a
Loundon, England, syndf:ate, which is to be capitalized in
£400,000. It is stated that the sale involves a cash pay-
ment of 850,000 and 10 per cent. of fully paid up shares in
the new company. If so, the present ownors of the Lily
May will do remarkably well.

WORK ON TOBY CREEK.

The British Pacific Gold Property Company of Victoria
means this season to expend $1,000 in doveloping the Wel-
lington and Old Dominlon claims on Toby creek, East
Kootenay. The ore on the claims is galena and copper
onclosed by shale and grani:e walls.  The expenditura pro-
posed is small, but sufficient, it is thought by the mining
company to show up the ground fairly.

—— et e,

THE WAR EAGLE.

A force of 125 men is now at work at this Rossland
mine operating ten drilfs. When, however, the new plant
is installed the working staff will be doubled. Early ship-
ments of 100 tons a day will be made to the Trail smelter,
this amount being likely to be increased shortly to 2060 tons.
The mine bas now been opened to a depth of 625 feet, of
which 375 feet lying below the 250 foot level Is virgin
ground, and the only ore removed has been that taken out
in drifting. Of the oro lying above the 250-foot level, not
more than half has been stoped, yet this half produced
about 8350,000 gross values.

NEWS FOR BUGABOO CREEK.

————

It is stated as regards this East Kootenay creek, that
T. McNaught, formerly of Golden and Fort Steele, has
succeeded in floating in Scotland a company to work the
Golden and Fort Steele Company’#mine on the Bugaboo.
If the work eoes ahead as anticipated, Bugaboo will be-
come an important camp. The English company which
purchased the property there in which Dr. Langis of Van-
couver was interested also intends to work, and this season
should thus see the opening of regular shipments of ore
down the Columbia river from Bugabod. The navigation
company intends to make }iberal provision to encourage
this trade and development of the mines by building ore
sScows as soon as trade warrants it, and by carrying the ore
to Golden at from $1 to $1.50 per ton. Arrangenments will
also be made to save bhandling by the transfer of the ore
over the lumber company’s tramway to Golden station. It
is added that this same Scottish company which is to work
the Bugaboo creek claims will also take up several at Kin-
basket lake, also in East Kootenay.
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THE LE ROIL.

T'he British America Corporation has rcopened negotia-
tlons with a view to securing this great Rossland mine.
Colonel J. N. Peyton, the lato managor of the mine, has
beon entrusted with the negotiations, and is now in Lon-
don. Meanwhile the Rossland Miner describes the present
state of the mine as follows:

** Drifting to the west is now in progress in the 700-foot
lovel of the Le Roi, and at that point tho showing Is the
finest that has ever been cncountorgd in the mine. Tho
ore skows a considerable fncrease in valuos, and an averago
of about 4 per cent, copper s being obtained, while good
values run as high as §159. ‘Lho paystreak in which the
high-grade ore is found i3 about six feet wide, but the
width of the vein has not been ascertalued. The fault that
was met with at the 600-foot level has disappeared. The
west drift at the 6u0-foot level is 455 fent, and the ore body
contlnues very fine. The winze to connect the Black Bear
tunnel i3 down 45 feet. The shipments continue steadfly
at the rate of 200 tons por day, and the Le Roi smelter at
Northport, under the skillful management of James Breen,
Is moving without a hitch. At present only one blast Is
being used, but the second will shortly be started, and the
quantity of ore that has accumulated in the roast heaps at
the smelter will be treated. The task will keop both blasts
running for aboit a month. The ore from the mine is now
being shipped in three grades—the first class running from
three to four onnces in gold, while the sccond grade carrigs
about an ounce aud a half. ‘The third grade comprises the
lowess class of ore treated under the present conditions,
and runs fn the neighborhood of §15.

THE TANGIER AND WAVERLEY MINES.

Mr. Otto Abeling, the engineer of the Tangier and
Waverley mines, bas returned to British Columbia from
London. He will act for the season as consuiting engineer
and superintendent of construction for the Tangier Mine,
Limited. of Albert Canyou, Illicillewaet. Holsting and
pumping works are to be erected on the former, and a con-
centrating mill and tramway on the latter. A narrow
gauge rallway will connect the mines with the C. P. R. at
Albert Canyon. Operations arc to begin as soon as the
season opens. Tenders are out for machinery and supplles,
and contracts will be placed in a few days.

——— — —

AT OTTERTAIL.

Mr. T. Hebsen bas all winter been turnneling on his
claims, the Hercules and the Pheebe. The claims are nine
wiles distant from the Ottertail station of the C. P. R., and
assays of selected specimmens show remarkably well. Their
chief contents are silver and copper with some gold, and
the owner and worker believes that he bas a very valuable
high-grade proposition. Hitherto Ottertail has not been 2
precious-metal producing district, but it may soon now
become one. The East Kootenay Miners' Assocfatfon pays
a high eulogy to Mr. Hebsen's persevering work at Outer-
tail.

CUOAST DISTRICT [INING.

Excellent reports come from the Dorothy Morton, prog-
ress on which is being very satisfactorily made on behalf
of the English company which owns it. Tho Ajax also
promises well. On the other hand local experts have lfttle
that is good to say of the properties held in this district by
the Gold Fields of British Columbia, Limited. They are in
general decemed very much under the local average, and it
remains to be seen whether In the main they will prove
profitably workable.



