2 .
controlling inflwnee. Hence S0 diliam
ly st thet all the powertal €0 nce o
Company will be brought o - o 1o ~

charter and other privileges . e C.
throughout this reginn, no matter what oy -1
sition V¢ brought o b-ae either by the present
met ! the Coast-Kootenay railroad project, or
Ly Mr. Heinze and those associated with him in
the Columbia & Western line.  Sir Wiiiiam
adds also, that if Vancouver City specially aids
by subsidy or otherwise, any such competing
company in the Boundary and Similkameen
country, the C. P. R, will regard the municipal
action as hustile and in return govern its railroad
service extension policy accordingly, rendering
this apparently less iully than ar present contem-
nlated. in favor of Vancouver's local trading and
other interests.  The C. P. R, President adds,
in justification or excuse of the threatened
action, that any other railroad schemc to tap the
country in question must be dependent upon
some Aanerisan railroad, probably the Northern
Pactii~, aad therefore militate strongly against
th ic\ elopment of the great Canadian railroad,
\mh whose future the Terminal City's interests
are indissolubly connected.

Tui Mixive Currie, not being in politics,
prefers not to discuss the pros and cons of the
issue thus raiced  Hence we shall con-
fent ourscioes Wil ileting certain practical
concdusiois which ave of vory special significadice
o Vancouear, and v emto o to be capable of
bricl epitome as follows

The CP.RL polievd eskiradd by Sir Witliam
Van Horne means fivse, that Vancouver must
and will become the ehief Western en irepot for
next yvear's outfitting trade in coanestion with
the Yukon, a fact of very grear impormnce
since whatever hc the real nex g drablc gold
wealth of the Clondyke, which Tus Mx,uxc
Criric has believed and still belives to be con-
siderably exaggerated—there is 0t a doulit that
thousands of gold scekers and trast o5 wil' L

M -,
yge

thither next year by the C. P. F. -oute. .
railroad policy means next, uni  we . -
misinterpret the “signs of the ti-. " at (v - .
and elsewhere, that neither the C . st-Ko. »+ -

people nor the Heinze group of i '*ancie:.: Wil
succeed in thwarting the C. P. R. in its oot
to sccure the necessary railroad charter ‘md
other rights in connecr.ion with % apznins v
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: tend against the C. P. R.

coast and on the other with Robson and other
south ICootenay points.  Doubtless a deal can
andd will in duc course be arranged with the
chief men now behind the Coast-Kootenay pro-
ject, who know well and are just as well known
by the heads of the C. P. R, We also believe

. that the Hecinze group cannot successfully con-

If so, there vanish
into thin air much discussed plans for construct-
ing and working a railroad between the Coast
and South Kootenay in competition with the
C. P.R. The former men of the Coast-Koot-
enay railroad were not strong enough for their
task and it is questionable indeed —despite a
large recorded volume of platform talk and a
considerable amount of curious “lobbying” at
Ottawa and clsewhere—whether some of the
projectors meant more than the making of a
good bargain and sale of their railroad charter
and other rights.

As a result the C. P. R. holds the fort and
commands the situation, as Sir Wm. Van Horne
always predicted that his railroad would, and
what remains to be done is to obtain as good
terms as are possible for the protection of pub-
lic interests, by reasonable conditions to be im-
posed on the C. P. R. by the Dominion Parlia-
ment and the Provincial Legislature respectively.

Meanwhile we note with satisfaction that the
consumination of the present plans of the C. P.
R. should in gencral tend to increase very mark-
cdly the importance of Vancouver as a mine
supply centre.

AN THPORTANT INTERVIEW.

Erc these lines appear in print, the Hon. J.
H. Turner, M.P.P., and Sir Wm. Van Horne
will, it is stated, have met in important confer-
ence, regarding, doubtless. amongst other mat-
ters, railroad cxtension and Provincial subsidies
in connection therewith, as affecting the Rob-
son, Boundary and Similkameen country.

We shail most probably not err if we surmise
that the C, P. R. will arrange terms, which the
Provincial Premier will recommend to the favor-
able consideration of his government and the
majority in the House behind it. The Premier

. knows well the practical strength of the C. P. R.
_position, which he and his colleagues can scarce
afford to disregnrd, as things are.
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all vail huhing oa the one hand with the ;ual goverament, nowbly the Hon C. E. Pooley,

.




