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might say, ‘A strange bee strayed acoi-
dentally found the hive.” Taking into con-
sideration that all my other hives have
their entrance on the level with the bottom-
board and full width of the hives, it would
seem reasonable to suppose any stray beds
would drop down on the alighting-board
and try to find admittance there; but al-
though I watched quite & few more bees
coming in loaded with pollen more or less,
every one seemed to know just where the
entraxnce was,

At sundown that day an examination
was made. It showed that cousiderable
work had been done to meatch the combs.
Some honey had heen changed to different
places. The most surprising feature was
the presence of unsealed larvee. The small
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mentsal colony sent out its workers as regu-
lar as any other colony in the yard, they
bringing both honey and pollen. No bee was
at this time quite six days old, On exam.
ining the colony on the evening of this day
mucn new honey could beseen, which drop-
ped from the combs vwhen held in a horiz
ontal position.

From this time on no marked difference
could be noticed betwesn this or any other
colony, except, of course, in strength. A
queen was now introduced, and I should
baveliked to moke further observatione,
the bees all being black and the queen an
Italian; but, as it happened, she proved
drone-layer, was removed later, and ons
of Root's tested queens substituted. On
July 25 she commenced to lay, and she
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amount of open brood containsd in one of
the combs at the time of forming the col-
ony on June 25 had not suffered, but had
sesmingly been cared for all right. A sub-
sequent experithent along this line did not
turn out so well. A colony having cast a
prime warm on June 26 was stripped from
all its bees July 1. The brood-combs were
treated in precisely the same manner as in
the other case, and on the third day Ifound
all open brood perished. Why this differ-
ence I am not fully prepared to sgy.

Our basswood honey season opened on
the moxnicg of July 1, My little experi-

soon filled the combs nicely. Now someof
the bees are about fifteen days old, snd
meny of them may be seen bringing pollen,
the honey seasor. veing at an end

It was not only curiosity that prowpel §
me to make my experiment, bat I thinkth &
question has a bearing upon the practical =%
side of our pursuit. If a bee cannot bs ir
duced to go ont in search of fuod befors
eighteen days of age, then we shall bo
the more careful when forming r.~w colod- 3
ieg and nuclei so that enough fiel.! beesmay §
be present to conduct the bu iness.—F. &
GREINER, in Gleanings.



