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rithout employment or means of subsistence w

ho lives in the perpetual
nd illusive hope that some rich relative

or acquaintance may bequeath

ace, anillin 4 fortune. Contrasted with this the meliorist may be likened to a

11«“\_l<lln joung man who, recognizing the truth that unearned fortunes are not
NO ong

iven to idle adventurers, goes resolutely to work and strives by honest

been § ndustry to build up a fortune for himself. And this is the true lesson
I]‘)"‘* or human society. There is no room for social Micawbers. Whatever
saching

‘turns up "’ must be turned up. The passive attitude is suicidal. This

nature g blding of the arms and resignation to fate is certain to meet its fate.
makingBrhe cosmic Juggernaut will roll over and crash those who throw them-
B nabugy

selves before it.  The logic of science is action, an only by busy brains
nd busy hands can the recognized evils of the world be lessened or
emoved.

The second prineiple in this great lesson is that it is only because all
ature is a domain of rigid law, of absolute impartiality, and devoid of
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At any S| ) oral quality and all intelligence, that man can hope to carve out of
. H t his fortune or shape his destiny, If it had sympathies and preferences
COVericiammnd prejudices ; if it had intelligence and will, it would be utterly un-
“"”'\"'“; uanageable and would ever remain the master and despot of man, as it
8, An

practically has been during most of his early history, and it could never

50 thillle e his servant and all-powerful aid and ally as it is fast getting to
ice, thell and is certain ere long fully to become. Thus the hardest facts of
egolsn

tistence are seen to embody the germs of the brightest hopes. Those

clety ok realities which have been taken as arguments for pessimism are
r “'l“d“ hemselves, when correctly understood, the foundations of the only sound
Ice an

philosophy of social progress.

The only proper attitude on all these questions is to view the universe
bjectively.  Dismissing forever all idea of what it ought to be, we must
buiply seek to determine what it is. We must also divest ourselves

holly of the notion that we can determine this by pure reflection.
here is no fixed way in which things must be which enables us to reason
rate, Ot the way they are. While, of course, the way they are is really the
possibl bly way they could have been, still the antecedent causes which have
he on rought them into existence, besides being unknown to man, are so
bruthe nfinitely complex that they are for the most part wholly beyond his
to sto asp. For example, any one can conceive of a solar system in which
'he trol single relation is the same as exists in oars, Any one can conceive
e, A heings inhabiting a planet all of which shall be entirely different from

o8, ny of those that inhabit this earth. The plan of structure of organic
e Wiilorms depends entirely upon the initiative which first launched each
vst aniige upon its career. This initiative is wholly fortuitous. The vertebrato
by fro ype of animals, for example, must be looked upon as due to some pri-
t hope mordial accident, as it were, i.e.,, some coincidence of causes, external
and frli internal, at the approximate time and place, that happened to deter-
 WOUline that type of structure which proved better aduptes to sustain the
'6 i highest organization thus far attained in the animal kingdom. If this
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