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the metropolitans and archbishops, sits at.
Saint Petersburg. Apart from its appel-
late functions, it is chargeýd with the s 'ur-
veillance of religious .affairs ail over the
Empire; with the suppres';iorï of *hleresy;
investigation of miracles' attributed *t
reli*es, and many other duties.

Thce Vo/ast Coaurt.

One of the moststriking of Russian legal
institutions is the peasant's Court. This
-tribunal puts within reach of a population
forming three-quarters of the wvhole, a
juisdiction quite in harinony with their.
simple wvays and ideas. It was foundl h~a-
possible, upon emancipation of the serfs.
to deprive themn of these particular courts
to which custom liad so long infured them.

The Vo/ast cemprises a large commune
or group of small communes. The Volosi
Court bias Jurisdiction only ov.er the pens-
ants inhabiting that Vo/ast.

The judges themselves are mere peas-
ants, olten -illiterate, and aie elected by
their peers, the «members of tue Vo/ast
council, who are themselves noininated by
the village fathers. They number fromn
four to twelve, and their services, .which
are gratuitous, extend over the period of
one year. T)ecisions must be given by at
least three judges. The Court sits. fort-
nightiy, and generally on Sundays. AUt
the proceedings are oral. The Court is as-
sisted by the Pivar "or communal clerl;,

Thrleft o>f :Electricity.

Judges of inferior jurisdiction have
sometimes doubted %%hetïaér -electricity
could be the subject of larceny. Such a
case once -arose in-the St. Louis Criminal
Court. The prosecution ivas against a
hardware dealer, ivho was charged with
the theft of electrièity by tapping an elec-
tric light wire and thus securng illumina-
tion free. The judge ivould flot concede
that the offence %vas ]arceny, and the'
-grand jury wvould flot say it wvas fraud,

But as «g as» lubs been held to, be the
subjeet of larceney, undoubtedly the same
doctrine would apply to electrieïty.

Tule.Electric Liglu' Inspection Act, 5.7-58
Vl., Ch. 39, sec. .10 (894) (D.) 1 fs set al
d<;-ýats at test inpon this pâint hii Canada
by tnacting> that «<'Any person -who maai-
ciously or fraudulently abstracts, causes.to
be -Çasted' or diverted, consumes or Ues
any electricity .shall, be- dlenied guilty of
theit, and punishable accordingly'

.%vho talès ilotes of the proccedings andt
1judgnîents rendered. The judges have
jurisdictiun In civil mnatters up to 10 roui-
bIcs, and eveni beyoild, wlicn the partie
,consent.

In criiîiiil iinatters thcy cati recognize
offen ces conîmitteci bet%%ecn peasants.
They seutle disputes or offences connected
*wvith disturbatices, drunkennless, begging;
theit of property below -o roubles in value,
anid others.

They can infiict fines up to 3 roubles,
six daye labor at the profit of the com-
mun e, or 25 strokes of the knouiL This
infliction. of the knout is quite an ano-
maly, seeiingrthat its use is p.-oscribed by the
ordinary penal statutes of the country.
But it goes to, showv the influence of custom.
upon the people subject to these courts.
Another reason is put forth to explain the
preference for inflicting the-knout rather-
than fines. The members of the Voli'ot
are heldjointly and severalIy liable for the
payment of revenué derived from, this
source, and it is clear that the judges do not
want to impose fines which, by bringig
about the insolvency of the-cuiprits, would,
necessarily have to be Daid by them.

Appeals can only be lieard îrom, this
tribunàl in cases where the ju.dge has
exceeded hisjurisdiction, or has disregard--
ed some of the esseptial. feat res of ordin-.
ary procedure, such as -an omission.to notify.
the parties or hear %vitnesses.-F.X.Smw.


