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and the work was often so poorly per-
formed that the valuo was reduced.
Tho ostablishmont of packing houscs,
whero hogs aro received alive and
whero there is evory applianco for
preparing tho meat proporly, is a vast
improvemont on the old systom, but
in order to foster the trade there
ghould bo a continued supply of well
fed hogs furnished by furmors the
year round.— Pilot Mound Sentinel.

TROUBLE WITH BREEDING
SOwWSs.

——

Complaints are being made by thoso
who havo recently gone into swine-
breeding of sows dying in or i-ame-
a.cely after parturition. Whatever
may bo the individunl circumstances
Tue FanrMER has no hesitution in
pomting out tho general principles by
which _such failures ean be accounted
for. Form is a point to bo attended
to  selecting the breeders. A short,
fat, chunky sow is not good form for
a breedor. But with sows of good
breeding shapo the management may
bo such a8 to predisposo to such diffi-
cullics. Eithor the sow has been bred
when 100 young, or sho has been
reared under improper conditions.
Scores of furmers rarely or never
allow their sows outsido a closo pen.
This, no matter for what reason it is
donc, is & great mistake, Breeding
animals should have somo form of pas-
ture in summer and next to nothing
el:o but greon food. Fenco in an acre
lot, manuro it freely, and sow in bar-
ley turnips or anything that will
make succulent feed. Meadow fescue
as a permanent pasture, is veory good,
being more succulent than other
grasses. In winter, romo cquivalent
10 this sort of feo must also bo pro-
vided and protty freo range given to
breedors. Potatoes, turnips, cabbages,
silago, green cut barley, hay, any-
thing to keep the internal organs «ool,

shouid bo given to breeders as a part {5

of their every day dict. Chop is too
concentrated and heating Bran is
rather botter, but reots ave much pre-
ferable, and ought to be grown' for
this special purpose. The feed that is
all nght for fattening pigsina good
way wrong for breeders. Cool diet
and freo exercise is tho best preven-
tive for tho troubles roferred to. I'ry
them anyway.
CHUFAS.
BY B.S. WRIGHT.

I read in The Cultivator last year
that somo person had planted chufas
to fatten pork hogs upon, and was
very succe~sful. Thisinduced mo to
try thom, and my son purchased one-
half bushel of chufas, paying $2.00 for
them. in April they were put into a
tub of hot water and covered with a
sack and let stand for 36 hours or
longer, and then planted in o rooter
furraw and covered with small rooters

on deuble footed stock, Almost a per-|

fect «tand was had in ten days. Somo
time after this they wero  barred off
with turs plow ; afterward hoed out
what grass and weeds wero to be seen.
About’ two weeks later two furrows
were put to cach middle, and 1.0 more
work was given them. (1)

.

~ A LETTER FROM THEO. LEWIS,

The Veteran Hog Breeder
and Feedor.
F» Hoarv's Datrynax: —On my
return from the Red River Valley
Farm Instituto 1 found tho soveral

tl) Whataro a chnfe a rooler a doudle
fooled stock ? Ep.

iesues of tho Dairyaan for tho past six
weeks. on my table, 1 always read
tho Damysan with great intorest,
although I am not, strictly speaking,
a dairy farmor, being engagod in one
of the adjuncts of dairy farminy. But,

othor branches of farming.
issuo of Juno l4th wo found the arti-
cle: “Sweot Skim Milk versus Sour
Skim Milk for Pigs,” and wo carvefully
perused swhat was gaid. This, not with
tho disposition so much of criticism,
as to learn whore we had madoe mis-
takes, if any wore mado We have
como to balicve that continued feeding
of sour food, bo it milk or any other
formented food, lessens in timo the
digestive power of the pig or hog. We
are convinced of this fact, as we
served an apprenticeship in  hog
feeding in a distillery. Last year, when
wo criticised Prof. Cooke's experi
ment, wo were honest in our convic-
tion that he had putin the corn meal
fresh. and thus ncutralised tho ecffects
of tho acid, although it was not so
stated. )

In bis Jutest oxperiment he presents
thissamecourseof feeding, and thodiffo-
rence botween sour and sweeot milk fed
pigs was but slight. Yet thosweet milk
pigs made 2 slight gain ovor the
others. But what would tho result
have been had the meal beon added 6
10 12 hours before feeding as is the
scneral rulo on farms, and tho entiro
mass been soured ?  Wo admitted last
year, and do yot, that when wo finish
off the hog, wo nced that trace of
acidity in tho food so as to keop the
animal's digestion as perfect a8 possi
ble. We should not forget that whon
wo feed corn wo aro furnishing alarge
amount of sugur. Tho stomach and all
tho tendencies that spring out of it,
are difterent with the young pig than
with the full grown hog. In the first
the demand is almost solely for
rrowth; in the Iatter for fat and
bodily support.

Thero i8 no time in the lifo of a hog
when it mukes greater growth than
wh-n it is sucking the dam, and from
that to thrco months of ago the pigs
will thrive and do best on sweet milk
Thoy will also bo oxempt from the
severe attack of scours that sour food
often brings. Ifthe Professor is right
why need we advise all creamerios to
keep the skim milk vats sweot and
clean? Wo do this to prevent the
souring of tho skim milk beforo it is
fed. Evidently tho agricultural press
havoe lost all their efforts in this diree-
tion. Professor Cooke further says
that no judicious farmer-would mix
meal and milk together, To this wo
will only say that we have always got
better results from menl gonked six
hours, than from fresh meal mixed. (1)

Dane Co., Wis. Tuko. Lewis.
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| THE CAHRE AND MANAGEMENT OF POUL-
TRY. — (00D CHICKEN-PRODUCING
BREEDS. — PLyMouT Rock Cock-
ERELS FOR THE MARKET.—Tue Doz-
KING AS A TABLE POWL,—SOMETHING
ABUUT PATTENING CHICKENS AND TUE
OLD HEN.

By A. G. Gilbert, Aanager Poultry
( Department E‘:q;crimcntal Farm,
Ottarca.)
Oar last chapter was dovoled to tho
proper caro and treatment of the

{l) A good deal may be said on botk
sides of this question. W nsed to fat from
100 to 120 pugs for The London West End
Trade, and always found them do equally
well on both sweet and sour food —Eo.

Poulfry-Yar

young chicks from timo of hatching
Wo continue the subject, for it is one
of great importance to tho farmers of
tho country and one that is, unfortun-
atoly for thoir intereste, little undor
stood. bo snid by the farmer,

It ma
novertheless, 1 watch the advanced!“ What is t{:o uso of pushing ounr
stops in dairymmg that now eclipses all ! chicks to largo sizo, whon wo shall re- on the table. n the May number of
In the!coivo just as much for a small pair as the Journal, page 90, an illustration

for larger ones 2" But whilo thisis true
to & corlain extont it is not so whon
applied to the superior articlo. Some
timo ago, at the lurge turkey fair an-
nually held at Smiths Falls, ono of tho
Boston purchasers told the farmers
that ho would wilingly give 156 conts
per pound for large birds and supe-
rior flesh rather thun the 10 conts por
pound for the smaller birds usually
offered for sale. Tho result was that
somo of the farmers carried out tho
suggestion and to-day a superior class
of birds is bought to tho fitir and re-
coives the highost prico for shipmont,
while tho small b rdsare left for home
consumption or sold at 5 conts per
pound. It is sufo to say thata supe-
rior article will find a tiptop price.
It may require a littlo more excrtion
on the partof the furmer to produce
chickens weighing four pounds cach
in four months, but the better price
he will peceive will more than com-
pensato for the trouble taken. It is
safo to say that a furmer on the
market with goodly proportioned
chickens with suporior flesh develop-
ment, will roceive moro per pair than
his neighbour beside him with a mass
of bones and feathers politely called a
pair of chickens. And this brings us
to tho consideration of the breeds that
make the best chicken development,
for afier allthere is a great dificrence
in thoroughbreds and culls.

GOOD CHICKEN-PRODUCING BREEDS,

It is at onco apparont that if o pair
of Plymouth Rock chicks will muke
eight pounds in four months, that is
woigh four pounds each in that time,
as aguinst & pair of culls, such as the
farmers mostly have, weighing por-
haps less than half the weight named,
that it would bo better for tho farmer
a8 woll as the purchaser that the Ply-
mouth Rock chicks thould bo brought
to market. How many of our furmers
have Plymouth Rock fowls, and how
many of them bring 1o market chick-
ens weighing four pounds cach in
four months ? If the great majority of
tho farmors of the province of Qucbec
had Plymouth Rocks and treated their
chickens as thoy should, chickens
weighing eight pounds per pair, and
evon more, would be the rale on tho
Montreal and other c¢ity markets, and
not the oxcoption.

Tho writer, while s resident on tho
Richmond Road, near the city of Ot-
tawa, 80mo years ago. had every full
somo 20 or 25 Plymouth Ruck cock-
erels weighing 5 to 6 pounds each. The
chicks were hatched in carly May and
made dovelopment of one pound per
month (sometimes more) afler the
first six wecks, so that by.tho begin-
ning of November ho had from 120 to
160 1bs. of the choicest chicken flesh,
while bis neighbours had a lot of bony
culls of not balf tho weight. The Ply-
mouth Rock cockorels had great
thighs and legs, fair breast-meat do
velopment, and were full bodied. Tho
fiesh was juicy, sweet and tender and
tho roast chicken, or chickens, fit for
thotabloof an epicure. This is no exag-
goration and was the rosult of no caro
that a farmers wifo could not have
bestowed, nor any food that is not
always {o bo found in plenty on a
farm. The chickens wero simply fed
rogularly, wero cared for at night (so

thut tho rats, woasels or skunks did

=
inot have choico liviny) and a good
;run.  And what ono man can do with
'lill.lo or no trouble, another surcly
can with slight offort.

I should add that the birds wero
,proporly trussed and prosonted 18 a
,result a fur movo tempting appearanco

of u fowl proporly trussed will bo
found. .

THE DORKING AS A TABLE-FOWL,.

While I was at the very fino poul.
try show of the Industrinl Faiv held
in Taoronto Iately, I was giving close
attention to the lurge display of Silver
Groy and Coloured Dorkings and
|whilo doing so I was accosted by Mr,
Haycocl of Mes-re. Huycock & Kont,
tho well known poultry breeders, of
Kingston, Out. Mr. Haycock is a
‘shrewd pouitry oxport and a genial
friend besides. The following convor-
sation cn>ued.

Mr. Haycock—Aro you admirving
the Dorkings ? .

Tuz WnitER.~~I am, and I am
giving purticular attention to their
large fleshy bodics. How would a
cross with the Plymouth Rock do for
a table fowl?

Mg, Haycock.— Why cross with
the Rock ? As a fowl producing a su-
perior quality of meat and plenty of
it the farmers have to como to the
Dorking as ono of tho best byreeds to
fill the bili,

Tue WriTeR. — I 1mentioned the
cro=s because thero is an improssion
abroad that the Dorkings are a little
tender as a bird for our farmers

Ma. Ilavcock.— Well, we aro at
Kingston in a repicsentative part of
Canada, as far as climate is concerned,
and we have no trouble in breeding
or rearing the Silver Grey Dorking.
Loolk at that cocl bird and feel his
woight. (Here Mr. H. took tho large
solid bird out of his coop.) Is thore
any bird in tho show with more
flesh ?

Tag Wrsr—We are trying the
Coloured Dorking at the Experimental
Farm and 1 bhave been impressed with
their largo fleshy bodics. I have some
vorking chickens and I am closely
watching thbeir progress as compared
with P.ymouth Rock.

Mr. Havcock.—I tell you the Dork-
ing will do as woll with our farmers
a3 any other breed if thoy are only
looked after; and any fowl requires
care.

Tne Waiter—llave you any ob-
jections to tho cross?

Mr. Haycock.—No, but why cross.
when you havo a table-fowl superior
to the Rock ?

The conversation may not be much
in itself, but Mr. Haycock's experience
is worth repeating. Howover, tho
cross is ontitled 1o con-ideration if for
no other reason than the improvement
that would probably result in quality
of flesh, The Dorking is certainly
superior to any of the standard breeds
as a table-fow! and tho fomales aro
fair layers. Altogether they are wolt
worthy tho attention of our faimers
and antil 1 can speakk more authorita-
j tively from oxpericnce as to their
hardiness thoy aro cerlainly valouble
to cross with the Ilymouth Rock,:al-
though in so doing 1 would certainly
| raiso tho Dorking malewhona market
lfowl is wanted andvice versa for eggs.

| THE PLYMOUTH ROOK,

But as the Plymouth Rock i3 botter
kuown and casier to procuro because
in moro genoial uso, it might be bet-
tor for our farmors to mako a bogin-
ning with them. Should a. farmer




