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A VISIT TO TH-E'CATACOMBS; OR~, GLD4PSES. OFf THE
tEARL Y CH1ýURGl.'

BY TUE IION. S. L. SHANNON.

FIRST PAPER.

TEiE traveller to the Eternal QJty, wh9se, mida lia been
irnbued -Nvith classical recollections, finds, when li-e reaches iü,
a. rich treat spread before lira. As day after...y b le pursues
lis rounds, visiting at one time the remains of temple, amphi-
I;leatre, or triurnphal- arel;,at another surveying tle sweeping,
Unes of the aqueduots. as they spau the Campagna, or, penetrating
tlie recesses, of rnausoleum or bath,, be feels ini thé, languagn ýof
the .poet.-e

"Where'èr hoe treada 't5asliagnted, hboly groun&.."

The present seemhs almnost tosink 'before him, and the past with
its iliustrious dead to corne to life, until in: his imagination
'the, city upoù,w~hic* lie gazes ýappears no longer the capital --ôf
-the Popes, .but -thé 1 ùettopolis of the Coesars, and- the- mistress of
of the wôÉld; -Anudif'to his ±Éeéolleêtions, of hiýtory ýtheré be
aàdded ýa tetste, for at, how does he loVeto lingér in the musé.um S,

nd' tg gaze upon those rnatchless- formé whidh, the sÉi of Phidi s
or Praxiteles; or -their- disciples, have bËequieathed Vo, us.

* But Ihe 'Christiani traveller; while 'he s fTk fiolù being
inisenlsible to al Vhis,;yet feels 1that-for hi IRom& lias even
superiïor attractions.' He, recollects, that lier streets w:ere onde

Straversed by the fo6tstep's ôf) the *Apostie; of the Gentiles;
that'lier colossal, amphitheatreý Witnessed -thé rnat4kdom of ý.thé
early Christians, and ýthatin every -diÈectioný there 'areý tracesJo f ýthat great ct>nflict which; wet; -on for nèàrtreeYentureé
between ligl anickesbtenPgan - uperstition ad

Gospel purity; until «in thé, end- the Cros triumphéd, -and'. that
wçhich *had bef hitherto thé stigrhatized intumn f the
rnalefacter's deeth, tecamje- the:-standard iiýd e~ whièh a -Christian
einperor, ledl b isý cohoîtsý oni to vetoÈy.' The inus'um which
hernost kves Vo frequent- is th> -whiiDh "contaàins thée eoIrials of
VIeý early Christians;ý ând thougli the mere artgi* ay tuin with


