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-portant changes, they received strilring testimony from the lips.of St, Jrome.
Re says, ' The right of the Iaity to baptize has often been recognised1cin cases of'
necessity; for every one may give that which lie lias received.' Wre read in the
-Coninentariez' attributed to Ambrose, that in the beginning ail tauglit, ànd all
baptized, on every opportunity.' "--PresensC».

&IlThis notion of a peculiar people of God (an?'nPOGe Tou ODu applied distine.
tively to a particuilar order of mien among the Christians, iri wliolly foreign; to
the original Christian nid."-Ncaîtder.

«"The spirit and practice of the Aposties thus favourea a certain kind of
popular ibelf-governinent, and the harmonious, fraternat co-operation of the
different elements of the Churcli. It contained no abstract distinction of
*cergy and laity. Ail believers are calIed to the prophetic, priestly and
kingly offices in Christ. The bearers of kbathority and disciplin -sIou1d never
forgct that their great work is to train the governeti to freedom and indepen.
detice, and by the varions; spiritual offices, to forin gradnaily the whole body of
believers to the unity of faiLli and knowledge, and to the perfect xnanhood of
-Chrst. " -Sctaf.

Neyer since apostolic times was the idea of the priesthood ot
the people so fully recogrnised as in early Methodisrn, and iiever
did greater success attend any churcli organization. "Ail at it,
and always at it," is a phrase whichi wus employed, not inapt.ly,
to express the common adivity in Cliristian labour. The social
ineans of grace, especially the class-meeting, furnishied opportunity
for the mianifestation of the peculiar gifts of every member.
Adaptation to any special work wvas noticed, and from the re-
.cruiting field, exhorters, local-preachers, and itinerants were
selected, who, yielding to the cail of God and of the brethren,
-%vent forth to spread the triumphis of the cross. The itinerant
ministry, if it could have existed at ail, would neyer have been
able to accomplisli a tithe of the work of evangelization, hiad it
not been sustained and aided by the systematie employment of
these other agencies.

It must be admitted that there is stili need, pressing need, for
the services of these varions classes of Christian labourers. In
our towns and cities, and throughout our scatterýed country
districts, there are families and coxnmunities whicli cannot be
regularly and effectiveily reached and benefited by .the Gospel
without thema. And there is a gyreat deal of latent power in the
Ohurch N.vichl is comparatively inefièctive. How can this latent
powe r be evoked and made serviceable in the extension of the
liedeemer's kcingdom ? How can, the talent wvhich, lies dormant
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