
An Impartial Viéw of Federation. 6

bers own one-third of Toronto Uni-
'versity, and must pay their full quota
for its a4iplest endowinent-who atre
giving more for nliissionary and evain-
gelistie worlk than uny other Ohurch,
to also create a rival institution,
at a cost of not les thiaw 10%3
000, whien for 8,110,000 more than
they have already sccured for fed-
eration thcy nîay have a niuch
better Arts course than they could
possibly hope for otherwise, and a
Theologicai Faculty %vhich shal pro-
pare the ininistry of the future, as
it lias iîever heen prepared in the
past, for the high calling whereto
it is called? At the saine time we
rnay have the patriotic satisfaction
of forniing an integral part of the
very crown and copestone of the
educeitional systeni of the country,
and of grcatly increasing its strength.
and conipleteness.

The very disaster which scxned to
overwvhelm Toronto University lias
been a blessing iii disguise. It lias
kindled the enthusiasmn of itsR alumni
as nothing else could do. It lias
shown howv strong are its resources,
liow vital are its energies. It lias
caused an outburst of syrnpathy
throughout the iwhole republic ýof
lctters. Almost every land in Cliris-
tendoin is bringing its tribute. AI-
inost every great university is ex-
tending a helping hand. A]most
every learned soeiety is giving
books foi the library. AUiost every
great miuseuni is sending gifts. It
wvill rise frorn its ashes, stronger,
fairer, niore.richly dowvered with the
gifts and love and feaity, not of at
single Churcli, but of ail classes and
ail creeds of the coninunity.

Shiail ive juin bands wvith this truly
national institution ? Shial wu seek
to build it up and strengthien it?
Shall we ciaini our share in its privi-
leges?7 Shiafl we asserb our riglit to
aid in rnoulding its future? Or shaLl
we, by a pblicy of isolation, eut our-
selves off and doprive Our sons. and
daugfitors of their birthrighit as loyal
Canadians ?

The national university will re-

ceive from. the nation aIl tho aid it
requires for its aînplest developnîent.
It wili grow with the gromrth of the
country, an objeet of patriotie pride,
whethier we be its partners or its
rivais. As Methodists we shail pay
a larger quota than any other Churcli
to this developnient as our numbers
are larger thatn any others. We are
confident that abroad mninded patriot-
isxui-a true Christian fraternity,
at sense of responsibility to God for
the wvise stewardship of the resources
of the Churcli, ivili re-enact the wvise
decision of the last General Confer-
ence with still greater emipliasis than
before.

We have corne to a place where two
ways nieet. If we accept federation,
with ail the wide possibilities wvhich
it innfoids, ive niay takze our place
with honour in the noble task of
aiding the Chîristian Churches of this
realm in establishing our highcest edu-
cational. institution on a broad na-
tional, patriotic, Christian and catho-
lic basis. if w~e reject it, we shall
iargely eut ourselves off frum. the in-
tellectual life of the nation. We
shall sacrifice ail hope of obtaining
that material aid in the educational
work of the country, whichi we have
long clairned wvas our righit. We
shial be forever estopped fromn pro-
test against the niost generous en-
downient of the Peopies University.
If wve atteTnpt to prevent sudi en-
dom-nient, we shail raise up enemies
ernbittered and inv,.ensed against
us. We shahl incur the accusation,
whether justiy or not, of arraying
ourselves against the intellectual pro-
gress of the commnonwealth. We
shall lose the golden opportunity of
uniting the Christian forces of the
comnmunity for purposes of higrhest
public good, and broadest Christian
culture. May the Source of ail liglit
and wisdom. give us grace and under-
standing to rise to tlue heiglit of our
privilege and obligation, and to act
for the best interests of our Churcli,
our country, our children, and our
children's childrcn for ail tîrne.
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