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Blending tiiese broken liglits, and uniting thoeK historical frag-
moints into a consistent whole, we arc .prepared now to appreciate
thiat stereoscopic picture of Shakespeare whiei .Jonson aîîdYuller
L*fford ini their respective descriptions of' the mîan and thie genius.
Jonison's liiunal outlie is a grap)hie per8onal otcluing; IlI loved

time ni, andI do honour to Ibis mcmiiory on this side idolatry as
inuclh as any. lc wvas indeed lîonest, and of an open and frec
nature, hiad an excellent fancv, brave notions and goutte expres-
sions, whierein lie flowed witli that facility that sonictimes it wvas
iieýcessary lie should ho stoplpod." Wliat a pity that "irare BIen "
sliould biave stoppled; for ie ho iglit have gone 0o1 tilling up this
graphie personal ching- into a breathing portrait. Ilowever, the
Iimntnor's strokes are sufficently bold to suggcst to the imagination
that traces theun, how loviable mnust have boon our bard iii the ripe
niaturity of bis înanhood.

Fuller, ini bis critical deoscription of the Shuakes1jearean genius,
puts the twin-lens imîto the stereoscopo. Comiparing our drarnatist
with "lrare Bon " hirnsolf, Fuller says: ",Which two I bohold like
a Spanishi groat galleon, and an English mani-of-w.ar ; Master
.Jonson, liko the former, Nvas buit far iglier in learning; solid,
but slow ini bis performances: Shakespeare, with the English
nian-of-war, lesser iii bulk, but lig-hter in sailing, could turnl with
all tides, tack about, and take advantage of ail winds by the
quieknoss of his wvit and iniventtion."

The historical figure unînasking imiisolf bohind thiese foot-
lits, is that of a gentie, afléctionate nature ; vivaclous, l)ourillg

Out bis sweet soul in iieoldictis songe, -and uttering N'ithi unecon-
Mcous mient,

cThouiglts of grreat value, worthy cogitations."

Soon after the changre of fortune iii tho Shakespeare fainily,
rcférred to abovo, tho siadow of a great dLarkncss fell upon ouir
bard, as fails sooner or later upon ail greatspirits; and he passes
throughi the fiory furnace of trial, only, however, to hc purified,
a.nd to risc into a self-contained elevation of humami excellence
which, alas!1 too few of the worl's goniusos have ever. rcached.
Liko St. Paul, lie is having bis experienco of " the desert of_
Arahia." lus sky is overcast; patrons are imprisoned; frionds
arc dcparting; Southampton is declared a traitor; Essex is be-
headed; the wholc political horizon is clectnic with threatening
dangoers. But sec how the cvii spirits 0f that pcniod caîl up the
sovcreign powers of Shakespeare's muner self, as Maebeth's witches
ealled Up from a boiling cauldron images of erowned kinga-.. And


