
C'haracter of )Cawhdates for Initiation.

iNow, Janieson, in bis Scottish Dictionary, givos us the following
neanings of the word

CoVAN, s., 1. A term of eontempt; applied to one who does the work
of a Masori, but who bas not been regularly bred.

''2. Also use to denote one who builds dry walls, otherwise denomi-
nated a dry-diker.

"3. One unacquainted with he secrets of Froeiasonry."
And h gives the folkwing examples as bis authority.
"'A boat carpenter, joiner, corean, (or builder of stone without mor-

tar,) get 1s at the minimma, and good maintenance.' P. Morven, Ar-
gyle's Statistic. Acet., x, 2G7, N,

"' CowANS, nasons who build dry stone dikes. or walls.' P. Mial-
kirk, Carthin, Statiste. Acet., zix, 24, N.

In the "Rob Roy" of Scott tlhe word is used byAllan Inverahe, who,
says, " She does not value a Cawmil niair as a co:ran."

The word has, therefore, I think, cone to the English Frnteimity
directly froi the Operative Masons of Scotland, anong vhom it was
used to denote a pretender, in the exact sense of the first meaning of
Jamieson. In fact, the Scotuh Operative Masons employed it as a title
of contempt. just as the printers of the present day call ani unworthy
member of their craft a rat, or the stone-cutters a scah.

There is no word that lias given Masonie scholars more trouble than
this in tracing its derivation. Many years ago I sought to find its root
in the Greck /:uon, a dog, and ref*erred to the fact tlat in the early
ages of the Chureh, when tho mysteries ofthe new religion were com-
municated only to initiates under the vail of secrecy, Infidels were
caled dogs," a terni probably suggested by such passages as Matthow,
vii, 6:) Give not that whieh is holy to dogs ;'" or Philipp., (iii, 2:)

Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of tbo concision."
This derivation bas been adopted by Oliver and nany other writers,
and although I an not now inclined to insist upon it, I still think it a
very probable one, wlicl may serve until a better one shall be pro-
posed. Janieson's derivations are from the old Swedislh kujon, kuzhjoh,
a silly fellow, and the French colon, coyon, a coward, a base fellow, No
matterhow we get the word, it seenis always to convey an idea of con-
tempt. The attempt to derive it from the chouans of the French revo-
lution is manifestly absurd, for it bas shown tlat the word was in use-
long before ibe French revolution was even imieditated.-Mackey's

A PIOPERi MASONIC APPRECIATION OF TH1E INDIVIDUAL
CHARACTER OF CANDIDATES FOR INITIATION.

'Under tbis heading we intend te speak of Freeinasons in I words
thiat have tlie bark on," (as old Bro. Andrew Jackson, P. G. M. of Ten-
nessee, once said), and we want it to be distinctly understood, that if
any of our readors feel that they do not want to read that s-ort of lan-
guage, they had better leave off right bere. All who do not wish te
remain until the work is done, bave le' vo to depart, because we don't
want it disturbed while in progress.

Relative to the proposition of candidates for the mysteries, and the-
imanner of reporting on, and voting for them, we have noticed so many
inconsistencies tbat w intend to speak plainly about it, and in alluding
to this matter at this tine. wo do not confiuc ourselves alone to Free-
inasons, but to several otlier organizations we belong to, for we find the.

389s


