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Lodge can suspend any of i ts riules or laws except by superior authority.
But the decision of Grand Master French and its approval by the Grande
Encampneet give to Commanderies thé power of snspending the rule,
which requires a ballot on a petition, and under the suspension ofwith-
drawing it. Bat as nio rule can be suspended except by general consent,
unless otherwise provided by aiotier rule, it follows that a witldrawal
of a petition, wlicth, as I have said, is to be considered in the character
of a .sulspension of a rule, eau only be done by general consent-that is,
by a unaninous vote. And this is in b. ter accord with the dignity of
the subject; for if a Commandery were per mitted by a. more majority
vote to evada the responsibility of deciding on the character and quali-
jieations of its candidates and to throw it on some other Commandory,
to whieb, by thi> withdrawal, the candidate would bO permitted to ap-
ply, much evil uight, it is evident, arise, and muc h injury be inflicted
on the Order.

I do not foir a moment doubt tlat the withdrawal of petitions for
initiation is contrary to the spirit of theMasonic institution, andl regret
that any d-eisio vas evo. made, from the loose terns of which the
implied.d power of withdrawa. eau be extorted. But as this decision has
be ma te the iaw ofTemplarism, all that ean now be (one is to guard
and restriet its exorcise by the imost rigid interpretation. I therefore
conclude that a motion to w< thdraw a petitipn for membership in a Coin-
mandery may be entertained, but ean be decided in the affirmative only
by a unanimous vote.

CIIAPTER XXII.
OF QUESTIONS ON SUSPENDING A RULE.

There is a recognized power in all deliberative bodies to suspend any
one ot' their rules for the puirpose of considering propositions or trans-
acting business which would be, undet the general rule, out of order
and not admissible.

I is a general principle of parliamentary law, that anything may bc-
dole by general consent, and therefore any rile maybe suspcnded at any
time by a unanimous vote. But under certain cireumstances, pro-
vided by the rules themiselves, a rule imay be suspended by a simple
vote of the ma.jorit.y.

Ifeneo, if the constitution of a Grand Lodge or the by-aws of a
subordinate Lod ge inlAude a systen of rides of order in which there is
a provision for their suspens.ion by unanimous consent or by the vote of
a najority of those present, it will be in order to move such suspension,
whitàh motion is not debatable, nor subject to am ndment, nor can it
be laid on the table nor postponed indefinitely, but mnust be brought to
a direct vote ; nor, h cving beCn lost, Can it be renewed for the sane
plirpose ; nor, having been adopted, can it be reconsidered.

But it must be remnembcred that all this refers, so far as a Masoric
body is concerncd, onfly to such rules as contain a provision for tieir
suspension. Wrhere there is no clause in the constitution or by-laws
w'hich prescribes that a particuIar rule may be suspcnded and directs
the moeo of suspension, a motion to suspend vould be out of order and
could not be cntertaincd.

It refers also only to sure rides of' order, for it k, now unversally ad-
mitted by Masonic jurists that a subordinato Lodge Ias no power to
suspend its by-laws. But on this subject I have written so fally in my

S$4.


