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SOCIAL STUDIHS.

The commonplace little phrase, ** go-
ing into society,” s susceptible of a
vuriety of meanings, and it is, In fact,
used with almost as great a number of
significances as exjst among the per-
sous who employ it, Society, both as
& plhrase and a fuct, is at once too
mucl. and too little considered, There
are those who aftirm the ** hollowness,”
the * heartlessness,” the * frivolity * of
society —those who denounce it most
being usually recruited from the ranks
cynical or the inexperienced.
There are those who 1look upon it
magle portals as the open sesame to
all that is worth living for, and thost
the ranks

ol the

ure usually recruited from
who know least of it. There is a vul
gar post of exertion worthy of a bet-
ter cause expended to U get into” so-
civty ; and thete is apother pose, often
unconscious, but still a distorted one,
that effects to look with distaste on
suclal pleasure to ** seorn delights and
live laborious Jays,” or to belicve rap-
ture and Dliss are limited strictly to
a tete-astete—a form of mutual devo-
tion that is tolerably sure to end dis
astrously, coosumed by its own ardor,

It Is a question il soclety
vither the adulation or the condemna-

merits

tion so lavishly poured forth upon it.
To be sure, ode may say, there is so-
cicty and socicty. The *“ Onc Hun-
dred ™ recognize nothing as " society ™
ovutside of its owan official hallmark;
and in a city where intellectual jdeas
create an aristocracy of letters, the
sathering which includes men ang wo-
men most famous and most talented—
puople whose uames stand for some-
thing—is apt to be more coveted than
that of the ultra-fushionable, Hends not
only hold their own against heels, but
displace  hearts as  trumps.
Tllp’ugl\ to what degree ead and heart
may be dissévcred ie another story, as

vLven
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Rudyard Kiplivg would say. Outside
that world of fashion and undsual lux-
us  the
** One Hundred,” society means—what ?

ury convenlently designated

As o rule, the meeting of cultivated and
well-bred meas and women, Surely there
Is aothing demoralizing about this;
nothing that should make life less, but
rather more, liberal, elevated and re-
fined. The eulture of good manners is
best achieved in
fessor Boyee polnted out in one of hijx

sociul contuet, Pro-

recent admirvable treatises on ethics
that couscience itself is a virtue, for jf
oune lived jn utter jisolation, aioue jn
the world, thiugs that are now right
or wroig would be neither the one nor
the other, us the question of right or
wrong requires the conditions of two
or more persous together to create the
morul standard.

* Society.” says George William Cor-
tis, ** is the festival of wit, beamy and
wisdom.” I*s hall of reunion, whether
Holland House, or Charles Lamb’s par-
tor, or Schilier's garret, or the Tuiler-
ies, is a palace of pleasure. Souciety is
as much a sphere of art as any of the
To be
to visit certain wersonus no

more recognized spheres., rich

ant more
fitr & maa or womar: for society than
to bv 20 years old ard to have a pall-
ctte, fits him to be sa artist.

Thi¢ is the true ideal of soclety. To
£o into it, to meet men and women of
dimplc and sincere natures, of flawless
integrity, of wit and esperience and
brilliancy and charm, is to enjoy the
This §s what
life is for—to know each other, to sym-
pathise to reinspire ovr ideals, and re-
new fldelity to every lolty purpose,
Friendship and acquéintanceship are
soverned by the law of spiritual gra-
vitation, and when leit to their
ple and natural velation form no smal)
part of destiny.

e
Fashionable Wiedding,

The marriege of Mr. Herbert Desjardins,
son of Senufor Desjardins. one of the mayor-

highest privileges of life,

sim-

ality candidstes., to Miss Caroline Lo: -
ger, daughter of Judge Leranger, was a
brilliant affair. Another fashionable wed-
ding in French society was that of Mr.
Clcophes Beausoleil, son of Ald. Beausoleii.

M. P,, to Mies Rose Vallee,

HOME GOSSIP (2.)

Strangely enough, a form of gossip
mor inquisjtorjal, move trouchcrpus to
thost who judulge in it, more injurious
than the talk-over-my-neighbor chatter,
whicl if many love, none pruise, flour-
ishes almost vuibla.ned.
Many & plous and thoughtful family-—
perhaps all the more probably the
more plous and thoughtful it is—con-
stitutes in ite sheltered home a4 permun-
ent court of inquiry upon the member
loft. tae

among  us,

who happens lust to huse

room,

Why i8 he resless ?
I3 there anything amiss with the con-
science ? with the heart? or is it not
rather, temper 2 Each member of the
court glves evidence; everybouy sums
up in turn, and frequenlly. Perhaps
the member who has had the misfor-
tum to leave the room is known or sus-
pected t0 be striving to conceal some
pang of idisappointed ambition or
love, or cherishing some hope or affec-
tior not yet ripe for revelution; in such
caser there are little accidental seli-
betrayals, unwary sr-eches, unguarded
expressions of countenance or even c¢on-
fidential talks 1o be told and discussed.
Perhaps there is no concealment to tear
away, but some distinet event, little or
great, for good or ill, mikes the :nem-
ber of the court who is out of the room:
an advantageous topic. His or her
conduct can be expounded, arraigned,
discriminnted upon, even approved ; but
the temptation of the home court of in-
quiry is not to approvals,

Or perhaps the member who has left
the room is in a normal state of noth-
ing particular, and not debateable, Le-
ing doing or suffering out of the family
wont. Well, there Is a subject, then,
for domestic pathology. The court goes
into a detaijled analysis of tempera-
ment, character and antecedents; the
discussion is at once vague and minute ;
anecdotes from earliest childhood may
be brought to point o moral; possi-
bilities in the farthest future may be
predicted from  yesterday's trivial ino-
discretion. No matter how or why, the
pereor who is out of hearing must be
the theme of the talk, acd the talk must
be investigating and judleial. The mi-
croscope 18 in full play, and diagnosis
runs riot.

Why is she pale ?



