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CAN A BOX TALK?

.AN a. box talk?
Yes, mine can J
Let rme describe this box, and then see

if you cannot guess its name.
It cannot speak out loud, and yet it has

several very.pleading voices. Sometimes it speaks
by a picture on it, or by the woids of a King
written across it ; sometimes. t says a -great deal
by simply being in the shape of a boòk; and one
sort, which comes froni Germany, pleads by the
figure of a little kneeling black boy, who has a very
earnest, asking look, and-if you answer in the way
he wants, he gives you.a hearty "thank you" bow.
Besides these various voices, the box has always
this ohe-an open inouth I Now you know-"A
Missionary Box 1"

Yes, and who knows where the first collecting
box for God's work is nntioned in the Bible'?
Vil you look at à Kings, xii, 9: " Jehoiada, the

priest, took a chest and bored a hole in the lid of
it, and set it beside the altar, on the right side as
one cometh into the house of the Lord." Did the
.money drop into that hole gladly or grudgingly?
Let us read another verse: " And all the princes
,nd all: the people rejoiced, and brought in and
cast into the chëst, until thej·had made an end.
(2 Chron., xxiv, io.)

This money was spent on -God's Temple, and
they knew the honor -it *as to be allowed a share.
in the work.

There are a great many wonderful boxes in the
world, some very large, somnevery small, but there
is somethitig more wonderful about a Missionary
box than about any other. For a Missionary box
actually means that -although.,God coulêperfectly
do -the woik by himself, yet Hé graciously allows
you and ne, and evën the tiniest child,.a- share
in sending away darkness and cru.eties, by spread-
ing Bis light and love into every country. For
that is the:use He makes of your -half.dollars, and.
quarters, and pennies, and cents, which, along
vith other..sums-gathering into many thousands of

dollars, streamn into the giand central societies for
missions. And then by their means, away goes
thé "precious seed" into many countries, and
God's Holy Spirit causes it to take foot, and it
bears blessed.fruit.

1God also sends out noble men and women
whose hearts are so full of- love to the Lord Jesus
*ho has died for tis, that they gô through a gréat
deal of suffering and privation that they may carry
*o men, women, and children, the glad tidings of:
he -Gospel.

Many are longing and thirsting for these glad
tidings. Whën one missionary ivas travelling far
up in North America, he found.a tiibe of Indians
who had-been wiaiting and'watching for a mission-
ary for thirty years. One chief had died in the
méantime, and his -dying charge to his tribe was to
watch on-,and welcome the issionary when he

came, which they did heartily, and thus a grëat
wvork was begun among them.

Numbers besides have already received i, bnd
oh, the change in their hearts, and homes, atd
towns' The missionary teaches their hands and
heads as well as their souls, and so they learn all
sorts of useful things, and many-are the'churches,.
andschools, and' houses, builtby those who were

:onèe savages and idol worshippers.
Now, vould-you nôt-like to-have a share in all

this grànd work ? The missionaries have öfteh
such hard -and difficult work, with perhaps no
human -friend at hand 4o cheer them. Will -you
not cheer and help them 1l1 you can ? Let -us
thiñk of differen t'vays.

First, by prayer. I heard a missionaryi who.had
for years devoted himself to w>ork i- China, say
thatseveral tines when he was cast down at seeing
véry little resualt, the thought that people- at hoîire
were prayingfor the work, sent him forvard %vith
fresh courage, for hé knew that- God would surely
answei. And of course the an'swer came. A great
deai of blessing-folloved.

Arother wvay of. helping.is by reading! Does
that sound strange ? But if .you want to be a good
missionary helper, .you inust know what ig g6ing
on. There are most delightful.,missionàry magaý
zines públished every month, which are meant-
for you.

If you helpby prayer, and leain more by read-
.ing, I know whatwill follow·: You heaftsvilL-be
stirred to listen to that .pleading box, which, aftér
all, is God- speaking to: you, and offering you,a-
shaie in his: Work. Do you not think that,,by à
littlë earnest-effort and- self-denial you-really could
-hàve the joy of putting ir', something -regulàrly
every week ? And if it were at the cost of giving
up something else,.for love to Christ, !i iyould ll
be more valuable.

Even a cent a.weelc would mount up tb: fifty-tyo
cents at the end of the -yearnd I know that
friends or school-fellows would like to join -you in
this -work. You have ll'heard of thosé woriderful
coral insects which produce such great results
fròmi multiplied smal[ efforts. If gech insect
-stopped its wàrk because it. was such a tiiatoïi
it coula do;-where would ail-that lovelyëbral be?
Will you follow.the example of these earnèst little
coral inakeis?

I have spoken chiefly of foreign-missionary work,
but-of course there·is a-great-dealoóf blessed vo'rk
for-God to: be done-all through-îur own Dominion,
and even at hone many homeless childien to be
cared-for, many óld and yoiing:whoknow-nothing
of the love of Jesus.

"But I have no boxl" does some one: say?
Oh i then, do màke haste- and ask fathèr and.
inother about it,-andI arn sure that they, or sore
friend whom they could ask, wouild get you a col-
lecting box for ibateer part of God's work you
wôuld most:liketo shareii.. We do -not-want you
to lose one opportunity of being .i this way a
"fellow-worker with God," or -to lose his loving


