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had their rise about 1840, while in
late vears-as in New York Uni-
versity in 1899-schools of com-
merce, finance, and accounts have
been organized as legitimate uni-

ersity departments.
All these, however, were private

or corporate undertakings. Only
in recent years have commercial
schools been organized under
State auspices. We remember the
notew'orthy showing made by Ger-
man commercial schools at the
Centennial Exhibition of 1876, at
Philadelphia, which gave a vast
imIpetus to similar work through-
out the world. Yet the schools
represented there were all pri-
vate, or at most municipal, insti-
tutions. As late as ten years ago
onlv one school of commerce was
maintained by the German Imperi-
al Government, and only twenty-
three were maintained bv nunici-
palities in that countrv, against
eleven by chambers of commerce,
twenty by mercantile guilds, and
1 10 by private corporations and
individuals. The Government
granted su1)sidies, however' to fif-
tv-four of themi. In France there
are numerous comiercial schools,
both elementarv and high, under
State control or subsidv. Lince
about a dozen vears ago practical-
ly all the commercial high sc.lools
of France have become State in-
stitutions, or at least have receiv-
cd State recognit'on so that their
students are partially exenipted
fron the militarv conscription and
are made eligible to consular and
diplomatic appointients. Switzer-
landl has )etween fiftv and sixty
State subsidized schools of com-
merce, chiefly lating from or since
isi. Belgiumn has a veritable

commercial university in the In-
stitute of Commerce at Antwerp,
the three \ears' students ot whii h
have since 1897 been eligible to
consular appointmients; and the
Government is now introducing
commercial education into the
common Public Schools. Austria's
systemu of commercial schools was
reorganized under State direction
in 1888. Sweden lias only private
schools of commerce. Norway lias
some municipal ones, Denmark
lias private ones aided with small
State subsidies; Holland lias one
partly subsidized by the State and
one naintained by the municipal-
itv of Amsterdam. Italv has one
subsidized by the State, and ja-
pan lias one fine State school of
commerce af Tokio.

In the United States, as we
have said, private " business col-
leges " are numerous, more than
five hundred of them being offi-
cially reported. '1iese range from
miere schools of~penmanship and
bookkeeping up to .such fine de-
grec granting institutions as those
of the New York Universitv, the
University of Pennsylvania, and
other leading universities in vari-
ous parts of the land. There lias
in recent years, largely to afford
prcparation for these university
schools, been a considerable de-
velopment and extension of com-
nercial instruction in the Public
Schools. And now the radical
" new departure "-for this coun-
trv-is made in \ew York of es-
tablishing as part of the Public
School svstem a higl school of
commerce. It is in ail respects
an interesting experiment.

Turning to Canada we mav ob-
serve that bookkeeping had for


