
li Britisk 4ncrican Cultivator,

TIB PROFESSION OF AGIU ULTURE AS A directions were given, by Iuliowing whu4b ihey
SolbNos. inight be rendered practically usefil. But liIle

many other important and wholesomo uis,
Agrienbirs, if an i nperfect systen of tillage these vere for a long time litle regarded, nnd

maIv be su called, lias n,-cessarily been more or seldom apphed. This nay have been owing ta
le practi-ed in ait ages and all countries and that averseness to innovation'so general amuong
so . ng a- lanl ivas feri'. and the population agriculturists; arld, perhaps, in some me'asure to
ecatter.d, the rudest art sufficed to obtain from the want of education among large portions of
the iob, Suffipent fur tIhe support oftle fev who the rural population. The removail of tliese
ribld il But nq men became more numerous causes is now apparent. Frest diecoveries have
>nif rwre ime iinent, ley improved upon the been made, andothersbrougltmore prominently

coinmon methods i f cuhivation, and rendered before the publie; and agriculture now, lse
imore available this most important source, other arts, owns the beneficent aid of science.
w!ence th'. firt wants of a. people are supplied; The peopla of Britain t ave become convmneed,
in i without vwhicli communities could scarcely tint unless their soil can be made to produce
exisî-'ertiny could not increase in nuimbers, much more tihan it does at present, the conse-
wealth, or importance. Still these improve- quence of tle further increase ofpopulation,muîst
ments were but improvements in the art of cul- bet an increase of miserry, And the people of
tur thi land vas perhaps, better tilled, und the Oanada, it is hoped, arc generally impressed wviti
inplementq of biuslndry ess rude of conutruc- the incontestible fact, that the produce of ileir
ten. But the ut mos at wattuined, wvasthel soif is, and must continue to be, their only real
taking better advauntage of the land's natural source and means ofprosperity.
f-rilht:•. It remained for the genius of the pre.
sent age to discover and apply to agriculture It was notuntil about the middle oftlieseve'n-
Certain scienltiic principles, so as to increase the teenth centuryg, that agriculture began to be
iatural productiveness of the soif, and cause it thought of as a science ; since which cime many

to yield its fruits more plenteously for the sup- able men have wvntten on the subject. Still, n
port of an inceased population. Art sufficed Io in every otlier branch of learning, the more tlat
tesclh man to tilt ani gattier île produce of the ie made known, the vider appears the fie!d of
soil. It required the nid of science to enable inquiry, and the greater tIe room for improve.
him to do Ris in such a manner fit the same ment. Many important discoveries have been
soil should yield an increase year after year, and made, but they convince us that there are more
century after century. · to inake; and the vas advantages derivable

'Agriculture, in common with otherarts, may from the improvenients aiready become generat,
be pracused without any knowledge ofits theory, should induce us to attempt others; ns welt as

flet is, estblishied practices may bec imitated - t adopt those already proven tn be advanta-

bit in this case, it must ever remain stationary.
Th mere routine practitioner caninot advance In this Province, th works of the great wr-
beyond the limits of his own particular expe, ters on scientifle agriculture, thoug'h of immense
rience ; afid can neitlier derive Rnstruction from value ta farmers, have net obtaiied a very g«ie,
such accidents as are fivourable tohis object,nor ral circulation, nor have the principles and prac.
guard against the recurrence ofsuch as are uni. lice taught in themn, been to any, percept'le
favourable. Ife can have no resource for unfore. extent adopted; notwithstanding the facit l:at
seen events, but ordinary expedients; rhile the most of thein are as'applicable te the climaze,
'non of strcice resaors to geteral princ.les, aoil, snd circumstances of Canada, as to ios- of
r-!-& "sunis fl their true causes, and adapta the mnany parts of Europt, Yhere diey are .r.
Aiemeae res Io meet every case."a use.

This doctrine is now by no means nctw. Many -
years ago it was expounded, and, the positons it Rotation of cropa, n4 the ulîivaion cf
containis, proveP and admitted to be corrct whllø & oaino rpa4tee iainci clover attd turnips es fodder, wvere ßret recom-

loîdnn. imended by ,Iythe, in a work first públliehyd iin
n. 4g".--see ackfol.


