The. British American Cultivator. 9%

-3

THE FROFESSION OF AGRI. ULTURE AS A'd.rccxions were given, by foliowing wluch they
SOLENOE. might be rendered practically usefcl. Bot like
- . many other important and wholesome truths,
Agnenltare, if an imperfect system of tillage| 4 oo were for o long time litdle regarded, and
mav be so called, has nrcessarily been more orly . 40 apphed. This may have been owng ta
texs practived in all ages and all countriess andl 0, o verceness to innovanon so genera) among
o I ng a< land was feni'e and the population agaiculturists ; and, perhaps, in some measure to
seattered, the radest art sufficed to obtain from|, want of education among large portions of
the eoil, suffiment for the support of the few who the rural population. The removal of these
tifled it But a8 men became more numercus causes is now apparent, Fresh ditcoveries have
aul more imelligent, they improved upon thely, ) oge ang othersbrought more prominently
comnton metheds «f culuvation, and renderedip oo e public ; and ngricukur:e now, hle
more available this most important gource, ! 1hor arts, owna the beneficent aid of science.
whence the first wants of o people are supplied ;|my,, people of Britain have become convinced,
anl without which communities could ecarcely )y o+ 1nlecs their soil can be made to produce
exist—certainly could not increase in numbers,{ . b more than it does at present, the conse-
wealth, or imporiance. Still these improve-}quence of the further increase of population, must
ments were but improvements in the art of cul- be an increase of misc;y. And the people of
ture 3 the land was perhaps better tilled, and the Oanada, 1t 1s hoped, are gencrally impressed with
inplementa of hushandry less rude of construc- e inoontestible fact, that the produce of therr
van.  But the urmast that wasattained, was ‘helsoﬂ is, and must continue to be, their only real
taking better advantage of the land’s natural source and means of prosperity.
ferttht, Tt remained for the genius of the pre-
sent age 10 discover and apply to agncuiture
certaun seientific principles, 8o as to increase the

It was not until about the middle of the seven-
teenth century*®, that agriculture began to be
nutural productiveness of the soil, and cause it thought of as a science ; since WhFCh time many
to yield its frts more plenteously for the sup-|° able men have written on the subject. Still, as
port of an increased population.  Art sufficed to in every other branch of learning, the more that
teach man to ull and gather the produce of the is made known, the wider appears the fie'd of
sol. Tt required the nid of science to enable|iMUirys and the greater the room for improve-
Inm to do thisn such 2 manner that the same|Ment- Many important discoveries have been
soif should yeeld an increase year after year,andMade, but they convince us that there are mare
century after century. - to make;. and the vast advantages derivable

~ Agricultare,in common with other arts, may from 1h:e improvements already become general,
be pracused withont any knowledge of its theory. should induce us fo attempt others; ag well as

110 adopt those already proven ta te advanta-
that is, estabhished practices may be imitated ;
but in this case, it must ever remain stationary. (geovs. '
The tmere routine practitioner cannot advance{ In this Province, the works of the great wn-
beyond the Limits of huis own particular expe-|tets on scientific agricufture, though of immens:
tienee 5 anid can neither derive mstruction from | value to farmers, have not obtained a very gene~
such accidents as are favourable 1o his object, nor|fal circulation, nor have the principles and prac-
guard against the recurrence of such as are yn-jtice taught in them, been fo any, percept bie
favoumb!e He can have no resource for unfore- |eXtent adopted ; notwnhsnndmg the fact that
seen evente, bui ordinary expedients; while the|Most of thein are as’applicable to the climase,
man of seience resorts to general princigles, soil, and circumstances of Canada, as to dno««- of
ralers  vents to their true causcs, aud adapta-'h" many parta of Europe, where ey are i
hismeds res to meet every case'* use,

This doctrine is now by no means new. Many jomeem
years ago it was expounded, and, the posinons it * Rotation of crops, and the eultivation ef
containg, proven and admitted 1o be correct ; whilp clover aud tarnips 38 fodder, were first recor-

— : . {mended by Blythe,in a work firat published
* Loudon. 13649, ~See Jackpon. pitliched in..



