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TIHIE GRASSES.

[Note—The term grarses is here used only in
the popular sense, and includes tho<e plants
ol the order Graminic which are not culti
vated for grain. ]

In no department of American agrienlturefs
there mozc lack of knowledge, and such wretched
practice. as in the culiivatin of grasses. Indi-
vidual farmers, in this country, do not posscss
the means or abillity for conducting such a series
of experiments and observations aie rcquisite
for obtnining a full and carrect knowledge of thus
important and cxtens.ve fumuly of plants.
Hence, this branch of our Lusbandry must re-
main defective, Lill sumtable iasiituiions are csta-
blished for that purpose.

In a valuable article on grasses, in the New
Genesse Farmer of 1840, Professor Dewey
states, that ¢ more than 1,800 species have been
decribed by botan'sts. More than three hun-
deed are ascribed 1o N. America; and more
than two hundred are found in the State of New
York." About 150 species are smd to be
oatives of Great Britamn; and about 40 kinds
are, more or less, cultivated in England, { r hay
or pesture. In the United Siates, only five or
six kinds are in cultivation atall, andonly three
or feur extensively. In Western New York,
thousands of farmers never sow any grass secd
except Timothy, (2Aleum pratense.) This s
avowedly the moast nutnicious and profitable

rase for hay ; but it is by no means well adapted

ot all purposes, and to all soils. For Pastures.
eepecisily, it should never be used except mixed
with other kinds.

Theadvantages of sowing a mixture o grasses
are not sufficiently understood, or appreciated,
in this country. It has been found that & aquare
yord of turf will support, at least double the

ber of pl when prising  several
species, \hatit wilt of ouly one speces  The
reasons lor thisare, first—tihc different species
subeist on somewhat diflerent elements of the

soil ; and, secondly, having diierent kinds of
roots, some with tap roots rumung deep, and |
others fibrous and superficnl, tle different
species derive ther sustenance from different.
parts or strata of the soil. l
8ir H. Davy and others, observed, thatin the
best old natural pasturcs, in England, tlre 1sa
mixtore of from 15 to 20 species of grass; and
that some one or more of thiese have their partic-

to timothy, in the nutrive quality of its hay ;
but 1t excels that specics in other important
quahtics, especially forpasture,  Itstarts earlier
and wore rapidly in the spring, continucs its
growih more umiormly thronghout the sununer,
and aflords later pasiurage in the fall.  All
kinds of stock are very toud of 1t, and it is said
that the sheep will pags over everyother hinds to
feed on 1t. The late Col. Powel, of Pensylva-
nia, after cultivating this grass for ten years,
declared 1t produced more pasturage than any
other grass he had szen i Amenca.  Sinclar
ranks 1t among the very first, especially fur
sheep! and its culuvation in England hes greatly
wicreased of late years, 1t having, with timothy,
1n a measure superseded rye grass or eowing with
clover,

In the {ransactions of tha New York State
Agricuhural Socicty, for 1811, nwriter from
Madieon Co., states, that orchard grass is cul
tivated by some . farmers i that county, and
produccs cx.ellent hay, and abudance of pes
turage ; starting early in spring, and again afier
being mown, Italso enduresdroughtbetter, and
yiclds feed later, than any other species ; is
never killed by the winter, anditsrootaarecasily
subdued.

Perennial Rye Grass, (IL-lium perenne. )—
This grass descrves to be mention'd more on
account of its popui-nity in Great Britaun, than
for any benefit that is Lkely to result from its
introdaction into this country. DIrofissor Low
sa7s, tlus ¢ 13 one of the most imporiznt of the
gramineus Lerbage plants, and s more gen-
erally culuvated 10 Lurope than any other.”” It
ia valuable for its large produce of hay, und also
for pasturage, and isthe kind heretofure common-
ly sown with clover in Lngland and Scot-
land. 1t has been frequently tried in this State,
by Luropean settlers and others, but not with
very good resulis. The winters are too cold,
and the summers too hot and dry for it.

The Indian Rye Grass appears {o be an im.
proved vancty of the preceding, sard to be
more praductive.  In Buel’s Farmers' Com.
panion, 1tis stated, ¢ We have twice tned the
Italan rye grass, but the result has mnduced us
tosbandont, Ahus vapnety give the largest
praduce: and were 1t hardy enongli to withsiand
our winter, it would, no doubt, bLecome a val
uuble acquisitton to our lhusbandry.”

Mealow Foatail Grass, (Mlopecwrious pra-

laymg down meadows than any oiher species
except the ryegrass.”’

Tull Fascue, (Festuea elatior.)~This is
claimed as an Amectican species, but dees not
appear to be mdigenous tv this State, althongh
frequently found in old meadows and cul-
uvated fielde. It is of much larger growth
than the preceding ; yields an abundant crop,
and although of coarse appearance, 1t is
rehshed by cattlo gencrally. It scems to delight
1n moet, rich syls, along river banks, &c. lhe
writer 18 not aware of any expspments hasving
been made with tts cultivation 1n this country ¢
but 1t seema well adapted for moist rich lands,
and 18 certainly deserving of tral.  According
to Sinclar’s experiments, this specios stands the
highestofall in the quantity of nutritive matter,
when cut at the time of fawering; and our
timothy grass when cut at the time the seed is
npe.  Several other species: of festuca, both
British and American, are deserving of cultiva-
tion, nuxed with others spec.es.

Tl Oats Grass, (Acena elutior.)—This
grass hasbeen highly recommended forintroduc.
tion, and promises to be of much value in thia
country. Itis of rapd growih, and very pro-
ductive of lay, though, according to Sinclair,
the hay is not very nu ritive. Buel says, “ 1t
posseazes the advantage of enrly, late, and quick
growth, and ie well calculated for a pasture
grass. Vie have measured it in June, whenin
! blossam (at which timeit should be cut for hay)

and found the secd stems four and a half feet
igh.” Lawson observes, ‘¢ This grass is cul-
*tivated to a greater extenl in Frauce than spy
‘other kind whatever. It has not been fairly
"tried in Briush husbandry, but, judgmg from
! the experiments that have been made, 1t seeins
| well desrrving of more extended culuvation.”
Colinan, n his Fourth Report, says, thut ll'lll
' grass is coltivated and much estcemed in Mid-
dlesex Coa., Massachusetts.

Sweet scented Uernal Grass, (Anthozanthum
odoratum )—Thisis a Briish grass, of a swmult
growth, but valuable for pasturcs, especinlly for
sheep, on account of its very eatly growth. It
is esteemed for parks and lawns, in England, on
j account of the fragrance of its flowers; and it
'is this which gives the fine fragrance to Eng-
i heh meadowa aud hay ficlds. It is seen oeca-

stonlly in old pastizenin this State, and accord-
| ing to Fessenden, it constitutes a large portion of
| the crop n eome mcadows in Massachusetis.

[

ular seanom of fuxunance cach month, from  fensis.)—1lisis onc of the must highly esteein. | Ho obsesves, ¢ lis chief fult if,_thatitis we
spring to latest autumn; or, in other woids,, ed of the Drinsh grass:.e, and, if introducdd, 'carly for viher grasace, [for hay:] butit affurde
differsnt species of grass growing on the same might prove of great advantage for mining asecond, and even athird crop, ifcut early.
piece of land, supply stock with pasturage in with other hinds, in layng down permancnt  Jtas tlus that gives the fine flavor s0 aratetul
different montha of the year. Itwasalo ebserv. | meadouns both for hay nnd pastwre.  Drof ssor 10 mulch cows.”'—(Complete Farmer.)
od, that the mixture was dillerent on dillerent’ Dew oy says, I have nat kuown it coluvated, ) pr. o Grass, ¢ Poa compressa. )—The Dlue
kinds ol'soil. Hence was seen the necessity of bot «aull patihes of bt are found frcquent'y e of th i Stele
. p v N . Grass of tius and other castern Steles, 182
a more definite knowledge of the charicter and in the neadows of New Lingland, and i ha 3 4 | by
babits of grasses, in order to cstiblish n perfoct ' State.” Leodon sa-e, #This prass potsreses the | FAUYC SPecics, lound in old pastares, and by
1 4 stale. SO0 W83 OIS ES H .
y tem"o cull.ur'e-' m:d this was 1’u:’m:cn!:ior Cc(‘l‘xrcz crear requstes ‘x'nﬁ' 3 '? '-s- * "i sond & des, especiaily in fand somenwint worn
e i . no £FCI ITAI SIS GUANLLY, quui§, AEC gu, 1t forms ndense turfy lke s siseer

the ceiebrated Wosburn expermirute, under the
tronage of the Duke of Bedrord, condurted
5; G. Sinclair, the particulars of which consti-*

called ¢ Hortus Gramineus Woburnensis **  The
experiment and observatons of Mr. Sinclur
were of ten years' conunuance, and embraced '

carliness in ndepgree superior 1o any odur
18 oftea lit {or the seythe by ahe middle of May
[in Logland )

Prhe n saye, ¢Of 2l the
ths apprars to he the hest
Danson says,

o hier grass.”
Fugh<hi grassea
adapted for cutang twice "’

It fixwers twico a year, amid!
tate the admirable sinndard word on prasses, ' mives more balk and wiight of hay than any’

U spaies Do Piatense, or June grass : aud, liko

1, yields bug hittie produce, and that of suclim

ferior quality, thet catle cat 1t with 1eleciance.
It 18 disunginshed fram June grass by the
pe.uhar biuish color of the stems and fuwem.
, The roots are very tenacious of hie, and datficult
1o erudicate, consequinily 1t 1s deemed by

morethan onehundred specics o grasses.  Each ¥ linsoue of the earliest nnd st pasture
kinds was cultisated, scpcrately, on dulirent' prass s, but not sa well wdap'ed for hay, ns it . "

woils ; the timcand manner of grow %, and the ' producesbut fe v stulks, witich are but epasmzly Tic Dluc Grass of Kentacky and other
amount and quahity of prodice, of cach kind, ! furmshed withieavess 1tsreot leaves nre very somhern Staigs, hae, by some batanius, been
esrefully noted : and the proportion of nutraive ! broad, long, soft, slender, and grow rapatly regarded as indentical wath xlm' of tle norn,
matter, and olher clements, ascertaned by chemi- | when cut or eaten down by Lve stock: n ovd by others as the Junc grase, {Fon l'"‘_’c":"‘“}
cal analysie.  These cxpermnents form the ! grows, nuturally, on raiber superior sals of bat from the accounts that have been given o
basis of the present improved sysicin of manag {mediom  texture, and constitutes Uie greater 1t 10 thepapers, itis a much more valuable
ing gram lands in England, and may wid us, (' partron of many of tho'richer naturel pasitres m | 67+ 1cs then eitber of them, and, if f"““""“.‘"’
some exient, in this conntry; bat owing to the ! Briuan.  Itiequires two or thice years, aiter reuficieatly hardy, it nay be advaniageounsty ia-
difference of eail, climate, and otier cuecumn. i sowing, to armve at full ntuniy.” tredued into the middle and eastern States.

s fazmers un unwelcome wmtruder.

stances, similar experinents will hove 1o be

made here. Thero is no need of waiting for
those experiments, however, for encugh 1a al
ready known, of some apecies. to leave no rocm
for doubt that their introduchion and genersl
culture, in this country, would Lo the mcans of
greally improving our agri-ulture.

Orchard Grass, ( Dactylis glumerata. ) =~Tlns
grass has been culuvated for many ycare, in
some parta of this country : bnt ix very htile
knowa, and cannot be saud to be tauly inirocus.
edin Western New York. 1t 15 not quate ¢qual

Meadow Fesene Grass, (Festuea peatensis, )
18 another Brninvh species, amsnently dexervingy
of mtraduction tor permanear graes lands, neal,
or quite cqual 10 the preceding tor easlucs ,
praductiveneas, and quaahty ). 1 oceasienaity
fonnd n old fields and meadows in s Nate.

Low saye,  this 15 jasly rmached among the
Although large, 1 is not a,
coarse piant, ond doos not. bhe same of the,©
vilier large kinds, furin wfis i growing.” |

sujIcIior raracs.

ey Roal'iern Giasses have teen frequently
notiedd in agnculiural pablications of late, and
"seice of them are Jescribed as being highly wal-
unll—ga h as Gama Gra<s. Bermuda Grase,
Butfalo Giass, &c. ;7 hut auch as have heesn

‘tested are not able to bear the winters of this

*Seate, and it iv not piobably that the other
w e found of value, excrpt for more tombera
limatcs

(A complelo freause on the grasses, n.

Loudon—‘‘lt is highiy gratcful to cvery de. digenous aud culuvatid, would be of gicat
scrintion of slock ; &nd 1 mote i Cimand fad  vaiue.



