96 State of the Miffions a¢ Tonquin, &
An.1688 ten Priefts of Exrope,and three more of the Natives
~~~ of Tonguin, who had been ordain’d Popifh Priefts,

But fince, I have been informed that thefe Frenc
Bifhops were not fuffer’d to live at Cachao ; neither
may they at any time go thither wichout Licence
from the Governour ; and fuch a Licence alfo
muft be procur’d by the favour of fome Mandarin
who lives at Cachao, for whom the Bifhop or other
Miffionary is to perform fome trivial work or
other. For the Miffioners living here are purpofe-
ly skill'd in mending Clocks, Watches, or fome
Mathematical Inftruments, of which the Country
people are ignorant ; and this gives them the op-
portunity og being often fent for to Cachao by the
Mandarins : and when they are there, a {fmall job
thac would not require above § or 6 hours to per-
form, they will be twice as many days about,
pretending great difficulty in the work ; by which
mears they take their liberty, privately to teach
their Difciples that live there ; and then al{o they
enjoy themfelves with the Englifh and Durch Mer-
- chants, to whom they are always welcome.

As to the Converts thefe people have made, |
have been credibly informed that they are chiefly
of the very poor people ; and that in the {carce
times, their Alms of Rice have converted more
than their preaching: and as tc thofe afo who
have been converted, as they call it, thatis, to
Beads and new Images,and belief in thePope,they
have fallen off again, as Rice grew plentiful, and
would no longer be Chriftians than while “the
Priefts adminiftred food to them. Yet I cannot
think but that thefe people,who have fuch notions
of a fupreme Deity, might by the induftry and
example of good men , be brought to embrace
the Chriltian Faith. But as things ftand at pre-
fent, it feems very improbable that Chriftianity
thould fructify there: for as the Englifh ang'
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