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SUPERIOR COURT, ‘QUEBEC.

E§TAY;+ 30th November, 1853.
iﬁa i the“Hon. Mr. Justice CARox, and a
k ~ Special Jury.)

-“No. 1554, "
+> CaroLINE J. FERGUsON, Plaintiff,

v8 A

- JouN GILMOUR, Defendant.

N OF DAMAGES FOR SLANDER.

fFais was an action brought to recover
ges for ceftain slenderous words al-
454 to have beeu spoken by the defend-
st coricerning the plaintiffi. The damages
dre laid at £10,000. N
Messrs. Holt & Irvine appeared as coun-
, or the plaintiff, and Mr. G. Okill Stuart
B for'the defendant.

Bo list of Special Jurors (speaking the
h language) having been called over,
lowing gentlemen answered to- their
s and, having been sworn, composed

Hexry BengamIw,
S. Levy, , -
He~sry KniceT,
M. G. MouNTAIN,
G. G. Arpouix,
Wn. Ramsax.
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He stated that the Plaintiff,” Miss Fergu-~
son was he believed a lady almost wholly un~
known to the jury, inasmuch asshe had been
for several years absent from Quebec ; the
Defendant was well known throughout the
Province as a member of one of the largest
commeycial houvses in this city and as a
man ot greal wealth and influence. The
offence with which Mr. Gilmour now stood
‘charged before them was one of the mean-
est social vices, and it was so difficult o

- believe that a man in.his position should use,

language of the character of that imputed
to him, that he (Mr. H.) did not conceive
himself justified, at that stage of the pro=
ceedings, in stating to the Jury with any
degree of positiveness the nature of his in=
structions or the guilt of Mr. G. He (Mr.

JH.) would merely observe to them that if it

were true that the Defendant had in fact
permitted himself to asperse "the. character
of the Plaintiff, it wounld be his duty to point
out to them in th's strongest way, the serious
effect which slander uuéred by Mr. G. was
likely to produce upon the name and re=
putation of the lady. Withreference to the
natore of the charge brought against Mr.
G. he infoimed them that the Plainiiff ale
leged that about the lst May, 1852, at
Quebec, Mr. Gilmour, had said, in the pree
sence of third parties, that *“ she was a
¢ w—, and that she had been kept by a.
¢ gentleman in Montreal 5 that in conse-

- quence of this statement by Mr. Gile

mour, one Mr. James Patton. to whom she
was engaged, refased to marry ber, and
that she was otherwise greatly. injired- in
her reputation. Being unwilling to dotain




