
ARGUMENT,

L the suicide of one Alex-

This poern was written in connection with
ander Reder, w1ho, filling his poc'.,%---es stones, drowned Iii,.,nselÀ; in
Toronto Bay, in the summer of i8qq.

An inquest held, resulted in *he foiïow;..-.g ver%ý.-.ce
That Alexande- Reder, who dîed on the :44,h of july, deliberately

committed suicide, by jumping înto the Bay. The cause of the act
was despondency, the resuit' of being brought to Toronto under false

Pretences by Sigmand Lebelski, acting for '4he T. Eaton Company."
In the action of the poem one oif the ernployees of a ïarge firrn îs

)posed to, recount t-o another the hallucinations of a femaïe opera
wno is dying of brain-fever, brought on by worry and overwork, and

aggravated by the illusion that she had met Reder's ghost: in a tunnel
under the street supposed to sepýra[e two 'branches of a great- establish-

ment. In her delirium the poor girl broods at- first over the mental
agony of Reder before his rash act, and then suddenly S111DDoses 4,hat his
ghost appears and upbraids her for yielding her honor for gold, when he

yielded his life rather t'han 'breaic his union pledges. Her pleadings
with the ghost for a mercifu.* ;udgrr.ený on her offence, 'bring out her

story, and it-s climax in the death of those she sinned !o save 4-he final
apostrophe'being o-1. the iniquity of the bargaîn system.


