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> O the great regret of all who knew
him and of all who ‘appreciated
those fine historical gifts which
gave him an eaSy pre-eminence
among \those who had handled the
same themes, Sir Spencer Walpole
did not live to give the final touches to the
last instalment of his “History of Twenty-
Five Years,” of which we reviewed the first
two volumes in these columns on Margh 25,
1904, writes the London Times book reviewer.
The book was designed as a sequel to the same
writer's work on the “History of England
from the Conclusion of the Great War of 1815
to 1858,” but for adequate reasons e)gpo.unckd
by the author himself it received a distinctive
title and was constructed on somewhat dif-
ferent lines. He said, as Sir Alfred Lyall re-
minds us in his preface to these’ concluding
volumes, which Sir Alfred has edited with
conspicuous skill and fidelity:

“That during the next following period—
from 1857 to 1880—the connection of England
with foreign affairs was of predominant inter-
est, and that the importance of domestic af-
fairs was comparatively .secondary. 'Accord-
ingly in these volumes he allotted long chap-
ters to continental events amd transactions,
and to the policy of the British government in
relation to them. Tt will be seen that in the
two volumes now published he has followed
a similar plan. = The first opens with a chap-
ter on the Treaty of T.ondon and the Genoa
award, while the second contains chapters on
the eastern question and on the important part
taken by the British government in the nego-
tiations connected with the Russo-Turkish war
and-the Berlin treaty.” !

Sir Spencer Walpole was undoubtedly well
advised 1ot to attempt to carry his great his-
tory of sixty-five years of the last centur= be-
yond the period so well marked as a decisive
and separating moment by the fall of Lord
Beaconsfield and the triumph of his great
rival. - It is all the more to be regretted that
he did not live to complete it fully up to that
epoch-marking date.. “It was,” as Sir Alfred
‘Lyall télls us in a final note, and as must have
been inferred from the conspicuous absence

‘of the chapters in question, “Sir Spencer Wal-

pole’s intention to include in this volume a
chapter on the events and transactions of the
annexation of the Transvaal, the Zula wat,
and the campaigns in Afghanistan during:the

.vears. 18781881, ~He purposed also to review.

in a separate chapter .the condition' of the

;working classes and the successtul efforts

made by their leaders to enforce their claims
and improve their position, 'But these parts
of his plan he did not, unhappily, live to carry
out. There' is thus: ‘inevitably - and
most® regrettably  some  restriction of
his 'wonted scope and some ' lack -of
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completeness in these concluding ‘volumes.
Sir Spencer Walpole was never. more happily
inspired than when he paused occasionally in-
his narrative to’investigate ‘the origin, to re-
cord the progress, and to interpret the signifi-
cance of this or that movement of the national
mind which marches concurrently with the ex-
ternal phases of events; and profoundly influ-
ences, though it may never at any moment
dominate, the course of their. sequence and
evolution. There is.an admirable chapter in
the fourth volume on ‘‘Ritual and  Religion,”
which illustrates < this characteristic. . The
projected but unwritten chapter on the condi-
tion of the working classes would, no doubt,
have -illustrated it not less happily; ‘and the
other projected chapters on South African af-
fairs and Afghanistan are none the less  to ‘be
desiderated since their absence leaves; as it
were, “half told the story of Cambuscan bold,”
—in other. words it truncates and sevets in
twain the author’s trenchant survey of the
earlier and chequered phases of imperialism as
conceived and interpreted by ILord Beacons-
field and his. disciples. ' This; however, is the
decree of fate, not the shortcoming of the his-
torian. For the rest of the general character
of the work, of its purpose, method, and exe-
cution we can only repeat what we said four
years ago in reviewing the first two volumes
—due recognition being made of the fact that
Sir Spencer WalPoIe did not live to give it its
final revision and full completion. Sir Spencer
Walpole had himself determined fronrthe out-
set not to carry his history beyond the year
1880. In his concluding paragraph he wrote: “I
doubt whether the time has come to tell ;the
history of the country for the quarter of a
century thatfollowed 1880.” We had already
anticipated and, endorsed this judgment, giv-
ing as our reason. the high conception of his
method ard purpose which the author had  én-
tertained and justified throughout :—

“Beyond that point it is‘perhaps impossible
to go for the present, . . . Party feeling still
perhaps runs too high to allow the historian to
be impartial unless he is content to bé little
more than a chronicler. Sir Spencer Walpole
aims higher than this; and therefore he is com-
pelled to follow the course of events at a dis-
tance of at least twenty-five years. The ' ad-
vantage of this adjustment of perspective is
manifest throughout: these volumes. It is not
merely that we learn much that could not be

known to contemporaries, and.are enabled to .,
-discern-some ' of thHe true cattses ‘amd’ ‘tracé?

somewhat of the real sequence of events that
looked wvery different-at the time, but we ' get
outside and beyond the passions and personal
antipathies of the moment and are enabled to
perceive some of the true characters and mo-
tives of '‘men . whom their contemporaries
either censured unworthily or extolled beyond
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their merits. There is no bitterness in.  Sir
Spencer Walpole’s judgments.  There is none
of the rancour of mere party antagonism. - He
has his sympathies and antipathies "like the
rest of us, but, though not suppressed, they
are never unduly obtruded, nor:do: they . pre-
vent his doing a large measure  of historical

justice'to policies and personalities which least .

accord with his own predilections.”

Not, indeed, that uhiversal’ .assent will be
given to Sir. Spencer, 'Walpole’s judgment -on
such crucial instances of policy as the Treaty
of London, whereby at the crisis of the -war of
1870 Russia was released, or rather released
herself, from the Black:Sea restrictions impos-
ed on her by the Treaty of Paris, and the face
of England was savedy - somewhat .ignomin-
iously as he represents if, by the solemn de-
claration - that the conference -assembled ‘to
consider the question was not to be regarded
as merely registering “‘a foregone conclusion”
—though every one knows now, as every one
knew at the time, that the conclusion was as
much foregene before the conference meét as
any diplomatic conclusion-ever has been in
this world; or as the Geneva award, ‘whereby
the Alabama claims were finally and on the
whole satisfactorily settled, though not with~
out some politic ‘surrender on our part irritat-
ing to the national pride at the time, but infi-
nitely conducive in the long run to the re-es-
tablishment and maintenance .of cordial rela-
tions between this country and. the United
States; or as the policy of Lord Beaconsfield
in relation to the Eastern Question and . the
Treaty of Berlin, whereby this country was
very nearly induced ‘once more ‘to put its
money .on the wrong horse, as Lord Salisbury
afterwards said of the Crimean war, and pet-
haps was only saved from that misfortune be-
catise when it .came to.the point Loord Beacons-

“ field was ptepared to hedge and did hedge; as

Sir Spencer Walpole thinks, with a eynicism
-which hoodwinked his ‘ followers: for a time,
though it probably never . deceived himself.

We are probably stillstoo near to those excit-

ing episodes of latter ninetéenth century . his-

tory for any historian-who was contemporary

with them to disengage himself from -the at-
mosphere of party  predilection which sur-
rounded them. Nor :can the critic who 'has
‘passed through' the saine, expertierice  pretend
to bé much more,imparfial..

apt to think of ‘these iMatters as ‘our party pre-

,possessions, and. alfﬁqiﬁ,’é‘s; -at..the moment ‘in-~

clined us to-think oftheém; and such a phrase
as Sir Spencer Walpale uses in gélation to the
Treaty of London to:the effect ‘f‘that history
will probably record? this_or that ‘conclusion
seems to'indicate that he scarcely. regards him-

self as having attained to the sereneand final

i

A ixcept where :
“history has. subseqitemtly ' disclosed secrets:
which were not knowfl at thé time, we are all

f

impartiality of the historian of the future. - Of
the Treaty of Liondon, perhaps the best that

can be said is what Bernal Osborne said of it

at the time, that “‘the settlement was one at
which every one was glad, and of which no
one was proud.” ' The question was not very
skilfully nor very firmly handled; but the
forces wielded by Gortschakoff and Bismarck
were more than a match for Lord Granville’s
facile and ‘face-saying diplomacy, and: Mr,
Gladstone showed more than his usual capac-
ity for paying himself with words and ignor-
ing. palpable, but .unwelcome; facts. The
thing ‘had ‘te be done, and it was done.. How
it was done does not greatly matter now. We.
had put our money on the wrong horse,” and
we had to cut our losses with as much dignity
as we could command and as much pretence
as the occasion needed. 'As ita the Geneva
award, again, if we look to the thing done and
its ulterior consequences” we must; ‘' as Sir
Spencer Walpole acknowledges, regard it from
that point of view as exceedingly well done;
yet the manner of doing it was by no means

acceptable at the ‘time to a high-spirited na-.

tion, and can perhaps best be defended on the
ex post facto ground that the end .has abun-

‘dantly justified the means employed to attain

it. We have long ago forgotten the annoy-
ances and . the "hazards of the settlement,
though the impartiality of history compels.
Sir Spencer ‘Walpole to record them. Its ' re=

sults remain, and to those who secured these -

due credit must be given. Lastly, as regards
the Jingo period of 1876-8—we use .the word
“Jingo” in no invidious sense, but merely as a
convenient descriptive epithet — the historian
must acknowledge that Lord Beaconsfield’s
policy, regarded in the light of the event, was
rankly opportunist, and manifsetly inconsistent
with itself. Sir Spencer Walpole shows ‘this
with merciless and yet unerring analysis.
“Liord: Beaconsfield (he tells us) has con-
ferred a' debt on the whole English-speaking
world by conferring on it some. of the most
delightful literature in the language. But in

_the realm of his ‘romance there is nothing

more romantic than his two < speeches in the
House of Lords, which preceded and sueceed-
ed his mission to Berlin. - An interval of one
hundred days separates the two in point of
time. The distance which separates them in
argument is not to'be expressed by the ciphers
in which unimaginative man notes' the im-
mensities of time and space,” |

“ T4 this briefinterval of “fime, we are told’

ona subsequent page :~— :
“He. unlearned. all that he thought he had

established as true about Turkey itself, and.

aboat Kars, Bessarabia, and Batoum, and he
learned a great deal about these places which
was not to be discovered from the ordinary
text-books. If he had secured leisure to pur-

wenty-Five Years 5

sue his studies a little further, it is possible he
might have ascertained from the teachings of
history that he could not possibly diverce the
Bulgaria of the north from the Bulgaria of the
south by the childish device of giving it a new
name. He might have learned from . thedes-
sons ‘of geography that the occupation of Cy- .
prus could not control the caravan road be-
tween Trebizond and Tabriz. The historian,
however, who rejoices that Lord Beaconsfield
learned so much, has no right to complain
that in so few weeks he did not learn more.
Ii it were, indeed,.legitimace even to speculate
on what might have been, he would be dispos-,
ed to regret that the information which Lord!
Beaconstield acquired in June he had not ob-|
tained in the previous February. For if in
February Lord Beaconsfield had realized that
the exclusion of the Turk from two-thirds of
European Turkey was not an act of partition ;|
that: Bessarabia was only a very small portion{
of territory, occupied by 230,000 inhabitants;
that Kars was a fortress which Russia had al-
ready taken three times, and was certain ' to
take again; and that the important harbor of:
Batoum would hold only three  considerable
ships—what evils, what dangers, what anxie=
tiess might have been avoided! ' The cabinét
might have remained compact; the reserves
might have been léft to fulfil their domestic
duties at home; the British fleet might have
neither passed nor repassed—nor passed or re=
passed again—the Straits.of the Dardanelles;.
the Indian Sepoys might not have been'
brought to Malta; the Exchanges of Fiirope
might not have been perturbed by - rumors of!
war; and the people might have joined their’
chosen minister in congratulating themselves'

- on the excellent arrangements which had been
- made at San Stefano, and which were happily!

to be sanctioned at Berlin.” :
All this is true, and perhaps no one would,

‘riow care to dispute it. But it is not all the!’

truth; nor does Sir Spencer Walpole  pretend
that it it.. It is the function ' of history noti
merely to record the facts with due accuracy,
and impartiality, but to discern their meaning:
and tendency, to disengage the ideas  which
underlie them.  Lord Beaconsfield’s policy,
misguided in many respects as the event. has
shown it to have been, tortuous and inconsis~
tent, as no one can now deny it to have been,
was at least inspired by a great and {fruitful
idea—the idea of Imperialism, which to many
seemed a folly in those days, but which no one
can how repudiate without wilfully. blinding
himself to the destinies and responsibilities of
his country. Sir Spencer Walpole lashes the
faults of the jingo policy and its author with an.
unsparing hand. ' But he cannot, and does not,
attempt to deny that it left an indelible mark,
on the political mind of his countrymen, and:
inspired it with new and fruitful ideals.
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M EALTH is one of the elements to

®  be considered in calculating the

career of a publican, and 1 have

always predicted an eminent

‘careet for Ferrars because, in

addition to his remarkable tal-

ants, he has apparently such a fine constitu-
tion.” Ferrars was, of course, a purely’ fic-
titious character—rmot even aportrait drawn

from life. But, in laying this stress on the part .

played by physical strength in political
achievement, L,ord Beaconsfield was;, for dnce,
not indulging his fancy but stating a plain and
rather dismal truth. A “truth,” indeed, yet not
a-truism.. Many a man, lacking this one quali-
fication for political service, has not only marr-
ed his career and destroyed his peace, but cur-
tailed his life, in the endeavor to keep abreast
with men perhaps intellectually his inferiors
but in physical force his. betters. The great

Lord Grey at the most critical moment in the

fortunes of the first Reform Bill was' protest-
ing with an almost excessive vehemence that
his only ‘inducement to remain in office was
the hope of rendering some service to the
State ; and, in enforcing this point, he extemi-
porized a magnificent misquotation. Dryden
had written— i

Punish a body which ‘he could not please,
Bankrupt of life, vet prodigal of ease.

Grey, applying the same 1Lought to his ‘own
case, exclaimed:

What-else could tempt me on these stormy seas,
Bankrupt of life, yet prodigal of ease?

Again and again that generous prodigality,
accelerating the final and fatal bankruptcy, has
been exhibited on the stage of our political life..
Thus was Sidney Herbert, the fine flower of
physical and moral beauty——infinitely the most
gracious and attractive figure in the group of
Peelites—who. died. at . fifty, worn out by the
labors and sorrows of the Crimea. “My health,”
he used to say, “has thwarted me in everything
I undertook. 'Whether it was fox-hunting or
politics, the strong fellow dlways beat me.”
Ten years later there was Henry Winterboth-
am, “the young martyr-statesman,” as Liddon
called him .in a sermon at St. Paul’s, . whom
mdny will still recall as the rising hope of the
stern and unbending Radicals—killed by offi-
cial work in his thirty-seventh year. And in
more recent times the meteor-like career and
disappearance of Lord Randolph Churchill
showed, even more startlingly, that even the
most- éxceptional combination of political and
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f)arliamentary gifts'is only a snare if the physi-
cal constitution is unequal to theé strain. John
Bright was, I should imagine, a man of consid-
erably more than average strengthy; yet even he
broke down, even to the point of having to
leave the Cabinet, under the stress of official
work ; ‘and, ‘even in his fullest vigor, he was
never equal to a very laborious post.. Glad-
stone, though in his marvelous old age, he
seemed to be, as Mr. Morley said, “encased’ in
a frame of pliant steel,” began/public life with
the reputation of delicate health, and was men-
aced in the very prime of life by serious lung-
trouble. That he became the marvel of physi- .
cal strength which we all - remember, and was
able down to the verge of ninety wears to work
like a man of thirty, was due; no doubt, to the
wonderful regularity ‘of his disciplined and
ordered life—due most specially, as he himself
eagerly declared, to the saving grace of Sun-
day.. “Sunday I reserve, with rare exceptions,
for religious employments. It is Sunday; I am
.convinced, that has kept me alive and well,
even to a marvel, in times of considerable
labor. * It is impossible for me to be thankful
enough for the exemption (from illness)-which
I enjoy, especially when I see far stronger con-'
stitutions—constitutions truly = Herculean—

-breaking down around me.” Perhaps the most

remarkable instance of a feeble. constitution,
‘preserved by care through 'a long period of
public life, was that of ‘Lord John Russell, who
on his eleventh birthday weighed 3 st. 12 1b,,
who! when he entered the House of Commons
was warned by his doctor that he could not
live through a single session, who was twice
Prime Minister, filled all the most laborious
offices of State, and spent sixty years in the
activities of political life. If an “interviewer”
from the Lancet had asked Lord John the se-
cret of his lohgevity, the answer would have
been something like this: “As I had a bad di-
gestion, I lived on very simple food. 'As there
was consumption in my mother’s family, I
lived as much as T could in the fresh air.. I
spent a good deal of my time on horseback, and
I-never fussed.” In illustration of this last-
named and most important habit, Loord John
might have quoted this own laconie aceount of
his conduct at a perilous conjuncture—“See-
ing that nothing was to be done that night, I
left the Cabinet and went to the opera.” . Of
course the ideal constitution for a political
career was that of Palmerston, who died Prime
Minister at B1 after a lifetime divided between
the exacting labors of the House of Cominons

-and the scareely less strenuous pursuits of so-

ciety.and sport. “He used to go out part;'idgé- :
shooting long after hisieyesight was too dim to

take correct aim, and: persevered in his ether
outdoor pursuits. - Twice during the last year
of his life he rode over from. Broadlands to his
training 'stables at Littleton to see his horses

take a gallop on Winchester race-course. He

rode down in June -to.the Harrow speeches,
‘and ' timed, himself to ‘trot the diStance from

his house in Piccadilly to the head master’s -

door, nearly.twelve miles, within the hour, and
accomplished it.”” To bé sure, he'had the gout
from time to time, and evéntually it killed him;

but that was, so to say, all in the day’s work. .

Gout' was rather specially the statesman’s dis-
ease ; Walpole enduredit. Chatham died of it.
Althorp killed himself by trying to stave it off.

It drove the great Liord Derby out of office. :

It diminished the vigor, though it never could
spoil the te£1per of Lerd Granville.. And, in
spite of all warnings to the contrary, the habit-
ual 'victims of gout flattered themselves with
the venerable delusion: that it was “a safety-

valye to the constitutioh” and “kept off worse =
- things.”

Even Lord- Beaconsfield ‘was mot
exempt from that superstition ; and I have read
a letter in which he éxtols the “renovating fer-
ocity” of his last attdck. - Putting on one side

the case of such invulnerable ‘heroes as Lord

Palmerston, perhaps the 'sort of constitution
which ‘Lord Beaconsfield possessed is as good
an equipment as any -for -parlianientary life.
It was a constitution which did not incite its
owfier to.physical effort, yet never interfered
with mental alertness, and was capable of pro--
longed endurance; Which did not imperatively
demand fresh air, but throve in the fusty at-
mosphere of Downing street and the House of
Commons, which shrank instinctively from
excess, and inclided Dy nature to temperance,
moderation and self-control; and, above ail,
was absolutely proof against excitement, worty
and nervous wear-and-tear. It was, in 2 word,
a_constitution -not exceptionally strong, but
absolutely sound, and exactly adapted to the
requirements of official life.  When a friend
urged the septuagenatian Palmerston to be-

lieve that a ceurse of active.Opposition would "

suit his health better than the labors of office,

he replied: “No, ng; that stirs np the bile und

creates acidity.. Ask Disraeli if it does not.”
And certainly that temarkable man was never

.80 healthy and'so happy as when he was lead-

ing the House of Commons and governing the
empire; s e e il

But all the instantes, which I have quoted .

of healthy and long-lived politicians belong to

the happy days when statesmen were not ex-
pected _to appear on public platforms. If a
man in high office addressed his supporters

once between one general election and the next, ,

he was thought to have discharged everything
in the way of oratorical duty which the most
exacting constituency could - require. . John
Bright, who made an annual addréss at Bir-
mingham, was censured for setting an example
of .dangerous activity. “Mr. Gladstone, by his
early crusades in Lancashire, by his orations
at Blackheath in middle life, and by his later
pilgrimages of passion to Midlothian, created

a precedent -which since his day has killed"

many ja weaker man. In 1874 Lord Shaftes-

bury wrote in his diarys “It is a new thing,

and a very serious thing, to see the Prime

‘Minister ‘on the stump.’ Surely there is'some

little due to dignity of position.  Bdt to see
him running from Greenwich fo Blackheath, to
Woolwich, to New Cross; to every place where
4 barrel can be set up, is more like Punch-than
the Premier.” . But even this .activity, noyel

" and in some respects perilous-as it was, did
not in those distant days extend beyond the:

limits of his own constituency: It was not till
a considerably later period that the ‘old man
eloquent’ began to take the whole world as his
parish, and to harangue the electors of every
borough which he touched: on his' northward
journeys, and every county through which he

passed. It was this startling innovation on the,

more reticent habits of his predecéssors which
in 1886 drew down on Mr. Gladstone a royal
remonstrance, and elicited a characteristic de-
fence: ;

“Mr. Gladstone must state frankly what it
is that has induced him thus to yield to im-
portunity for speeches. It is that, since the
death of Lord Beaconsfield, the leaders of the
Opposition have established a rule (of what
may be called'popular agitation, by addressing
public nieetings from time ¢o. time at places
with. which they were not connected. This
method was peculiarly martked in the case of
Lord Salisbury as a peer, and this change on
the part of the leaders of the Opposition has
induced -Mr. Gladstone to deviate on:this criti=
cal occasion from the rule which he had gen-
erally or-universally observed in former years.

.+ + Your Majesty will be the first to pet-

ceive that, even if it had been possible for him'
to decline this great contest, it was not pos-

sible for him, having entered upon it to con-

. duct it in a half-hearted ‘manner, or to omit the
use of any means requisite in order to place

n
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(what he thinks) the true i;ssue“beonre‘ the |
country.” S
The official and constitutional propriety of
these orations by ‘leading statesmen, a_uts:de
the boundaries of the place which they repre=
sent, has now passed beyond the sphere of dis-1
cussion. The habit of making speeches all oved
the country has become a ‘recognized and in-4
evitable part of a statesman’s duty. . That the
platform has its uses no one will deu’ée’wbx’xt’tt
makes a tremendous addition to the fatigues off
political life. A cabinet minister has ‘spent any
exhausting week in London, sitting up ‘each’
night in the House of Commons, perhaps pilot-{
ing ‘a bill throngh commiittee, and busy all the{
forenoon and afternoon with the regular worky
of his office. He has promised, atthe request:
of a friend or by ‘the advice of the whips, t
address ‘a meeting in Lancashire or Devon=
shire. He must hurry to the station, ding in;
the train, travel for four or five hours, address{
a'crowded audience, in a hall as hot as Tophet,
for an hour and a half, drive out three miles
into the country, meet the local leaders at a
heavy supper, go to bed late and dog-tired, riser
-early, get his breakfast while he is dressing,]
and catch the express for London in time toi
.meet an important deputation at’ ohe o’clock.
The effect of all this on nerves, circulation,|
and digestion can be imagined by us all, but
accurately described only by a doctor examin<i
ing for life insurance. If it had not been for|
the Colston banquet at Bfistol on Nov. 13 last, |
the Liberal party would not today be mouring
the retirement of its loved and honored leader,

HOW LONDONERS LIVE b

¥
Here is an indication of how some Londons |
ers live, taken ~from the Christian World,
“The number of women and girls availing
themselves of -the Hospitality of All Hallows
Church, London ' Wall, from 6:30 2.m. tillg a:m.i
.was last year 12,000 more than in 1907. All
%reat_ number of men meet in the men’s halll
he church is warmed and lighted, books ar
provided, sewing is permitted, and a service -
held at 8 for the women and 7.30 for the men,,
The men and women are those who, from
tives of economy, are obliged to go to ‘London
by the cheap worknien's trains hours bé\ipl:q;“
their places of business are open. - Mrs. Mon:
tague Fowler, the vicar’s wife, has organized
a working -party, which made last yea
garments for the ‘poor. 'The men’s. hall
‘now entered into competition with the wom
taking away matetial and retur - '
form of finished articles.”




