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goes, at $20,000,000. The West inn 
stations, established in 1898, inform 3n 
of hurricanes as soon as they be -in m U!i 
course of the hurricane that caused ,k 
Galveston flood was charted for ft he 
before it struck our shores—”r Cek 
canes move slowly Eighty-tiv, 7‘" 
cent, of the forecasts now come , P'r 
and by the aid of rural free df U6' 
26,000,000 forecast cards were rit ‘Ty 
uted last year to farmers m '•.‘Ub" 
whom could not have had them Vf 
years ago. m flve
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T he Two Premiers and 
Their Western Tours
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Geo. J. Johnson, In Ottawa Citizen.
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In 1886 Sir John Macdonald made his 
first and only trip to the Pacific ocean 
Via the Canadian Pacific railway. In 
the course of his Journey he visited 
different parts of the province of Mani
toba, the Qu’Appelle valley and several 
points of the Northwest Territories 
then traversed by the G, P. R. or with
in easy striking distance of the railway. 
Everywhere he was received with 
great enthusiasm as the man by whose 
decision had resulted the construction 
of the lnteroceanic railway, the last 
spike in which had been driven a few 
months before he crossed by it to Van
couver city, then non-existent, except 
in the form of ashes and four houses 
untouched by the fire, now bright and 
cheerful with a population of 85,000 
souls to make it so.

In 1905, nineteen years later Sir Wil
frid Laurier visited the Northwest Ter
ritories to inaugurate the creation of 
the two new provinces, by his decision 
brought into the sisterhood of nine 
(magic number) provinces forming the 
Dominion and incidentally to turn the 
first sod of a second and already need
ed inter-oceanic railway. He, too, was 
received with great enthusiasm.

In the score of years intervening be
tween the visits of these distinguished 
men, what mighty changes have been 
wrought in the condition of the regions 
they visited.

I think it was Charles Sumner, who 
once gathered together in a magazine 
article some of the happier prophecies 
concerning America. A similar task 
might be performed with the happy 
prohpecies concerning our Northwest, 
and as a contrast, a collection easily 
could be made of the prophecies of a 
dismal sort that have been 
about the same region 
for furred wild beasts and Indians; 
then a land fit only for ranching pur
poses, a land of waving wheat and oats 
and the granary of the Empire.

at the intense optimism which emanat
ed from everyone in the West.

Sir John was, but for a little dif
ferent reason.

The year 1886 was 
for wheat

A REAL HIGHLAND funeral,

Impressive Ceremony Still Survives 
Some Sections of Rural Scotland,

a very poor year 
all over the West., The 

drought was terrible. Around Regina 
I noticed large fields of wheat with 
a growth of scarcely a foot high and no 
chance of growing higher. Even the 
gophers were declared to go for the 
stalks, cutting them down for the iit- 
the moisture they found within. in 

357,013 acres produced aibout 
2,000,000 bushels of wheat more than 
384,400 acres produced in 1886, and oats 
•were even worse. How much worse 
than that it was further west those 
who had the sore experience of that 
year alone can tell.

I remember on one occasion finding 
oir John down in the dumps — away 
™wn- I asked him what was the mat- 
*eI\ Oh* said he, “I have been bun
coed. The country is a desert. Aridity 
Is king. There can be no future for 
Canada. We have spent our strength 
building a railway. What is there for 
the railway to carry? It may bring 
water from the Rockies to keep men’s 
souls in their bodies. That’s about all

►Pt pEEEHEB
the Highlands, where as yet , 1 of
speak Gaelic is to be a foreigner' ,h° 
kilt has already died the death a'nr1he 
is regarded purely as a kind of ,an “
?heSiV°„r, hiiB daya and holidays
the Highland funeral, with its primitive 
impressive simplicity, is not vei 
lete The funeral in the HH,^' 
as distinguished from the Highia,’ 
neral is naturally as common „ J a,a 
and its outstanding virtue to the .S ms ’ 
era stranger is the absence of Ti.e h' 
dry barbaric emblems that 
the funerals of rich and poor and 
dally poor, in England, solely 
advantage of the undertakers

There are no undertakers here , 
carpenter makes the simple coffin „ , 
friends carry it, hip high ™ ’ ana 
resting place, which is dug when ,,
KfÆKïS"'
ïrÆÆriB
walk home again. The rigorous’ eh*

ric. . There are those'who ho°ldTtT. 
music of the bagpipes should never'h! 
heard except at times of the dreV? 
emotion, on the battlefield, or at a Sr
mènt«<L£*rîainljr there are few instru 
ments which are more capable of X
preting the deepest feelings of „ 
(even if he be not a Highlander.

Such a funeral took place recent!, 
when the remains of Dr Fa. Ï ■ ’ 
Matheson. who in his long 'and notable 
career in London has been a ieadin- 
sDint in every Scottish movement, were 
•ta.ken to Lochalsh and laid in à snot 
where he himself desired he should re,t 
That is the country of the Matheson ' 
and if you addressed a letter to John 
Mathesou. Plockton, or Durinish, 
Kyle, it might go to a score of biases 
before it reached the right one. B„ 
Dr. Farquhar Matheson was born at 
Dorme, in Kintail, the land more proper- 
!v associated with the wild Macrae 
from there, Lochalsh, Balmaeara, and 
nearer places in the neighborhood, many 
people journeyed on foot and in ma
chines to Plockton.

ll nearest station to Loch- 
alsh. on the Highland railway, and when 
the tram arrived, with the coffin 
chief mourners from London, the seen» 
at the station was strangely picturesque.
I he road was filled with vehicles of all 
descriptions. A score of men with kilts 
and the tartan of their clans leavened 
the mass, who were either in their Sun
day blacks or workday tweed. The wo
men. either with black bonnets of an 
earlier age or shawls over their heads 
kept discreetly in the background, and 
all the village children, mostly bare
legged. formed an ultimate ring.

The coffin was .borne from the sta
tion on a hand-bier. More would have 
destroyed the note of simplicity which 
is predominant in the true Highland 
funeral. There was no marshalling of 
the procession; it formed itself. The 
pipers came first of all playing a dirge 
which had a haunting quiver of pain 
in its recurrent phrases. Then the chief 
mourner, the son of the dead Highlaud- 
ër. walked alone in front of the coffin, 
around which clustered clansmen and 
villagers.

Afterwards the carriages; but nearly 
all the men walked the seven miles to 

’Lochalsh. So along the winding road by 
banks and braes flanked by the eternal 
hills, through some of the loveliest 
scenery in Scotland, the little proces
sion went until, just by the shores of 
Loch Duich, were said the last prayers 
over the body of him whose heart had 
always been in the hills.
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“I^t ns take a iook* outside?” 'We ^ 
out and stood alongside the railway 
track. ^ a good substantial
track, eaid I. The iC. iP. R. company 
is composed of shrewd men, if they 
wanted to ibuncoe the country and make 
their money ont of toe construction 
they spent a good deal more money 
than they need. Besides, look at aU 
these culverts. If toe country is a rain
less desert, why did they go to the 
expense of these culverts to carry 
off superabundant water?” The cnl- 
verts did their work, and satisfied Sir 
John that 1886 was an exception
ally dry year. (Incidentally it may be 
5^îtloaad Bat in the year ended Jane 
doth, 1887, the net earnings of the O. 
p- R- were $8,604,000 and in the year 
ended Jane 80th, 1905 they were, with 
interest on deposits, etc., $17,100,000. 
Nevertheless that year gave the country 
a very bad -black eye, the severity of 
which even the application of raw beef 
from the ranches failed tq mitigate 

It took a number of years before 
confidence was restored. The home
stead entries dropped over 600 in 1887 
compared with 1886 and in 1889 theri 
were nearly 2,100 cancelled of 4.416 
taken. ’
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In 1886 Sir John traveled over long 

stretches of vacant country with here 
and there a farm house.

There were in 1886 about 7,000 occu
piers of land in the new provinces with 
about 200,000 acres of cultivated land. 
This was a great increase over 1881 
when the occupiers numbered 1,041 and 
the 'cultivated lands were 28,883 acres. 
Taking Manitoba and the new prov
inces together there were 24,670 occu
piers of land in 1886 and about 960,000 
acres of land under cultivation.

In 1906 Sir Wilfrid could say there 
were over 4,000,000 acres in wheat alone 
besides one and a half million acres 
in oats, barley and flax, to say noth
ing of the acreage under crops, such 
as potatoes, roots and peas, etc.

In 1886 the total population of the 
new provinces was about 48,000, of 
whom 21,000 were Indians, making with 
Manitoba a total of 157,000. The pop
ulation must now be fully 800,000, as 
a simple calculation will show. The 
157,000 persons had 950,000 acres under 
cultivation, or about seven acres to 
the individual. The 5,600,000 acres di
vided by seven will yield a population 
of about 800,000 in round numbers. Sir 
Wilfrid in 1905 could look out of his 
car window and realize that there 
were, say, 650,000 more inhabitants in 
the region than Sir John could sum up 
in 1886.

Sir John say many smiling children 
as he passed through. In Manitoba and 
the Northwest Territories there were 
47,000 children under 15 years of age, 
including youthful Indians. Sir Wilfrid 
would learn from the statistics that 
there are now enrolled in the schools 
after their summer holidays, fully 100,- 
000 children, to say nothing of the 
babies who have not attained sufficient 
leg-power to warrant their parents 
■ending them to school.

When Edmonton celebrated the other 
day, the parade of school children was 
the feature that must have attracted 
Sir Wilfrid’s special notice. They were 
to regiments according to ages, from 
five years old to twelve years old 
tog Union Jacks and cheering at the 
top of their shrill voices, every observ
er asking where they all came from 
and prophesying cheerful things an
tagonistic to race suicide.

When Sir John visited Winnipeg toJat 
city had a little over 20,000 inhabitants. 
It claims to bave 90,000 now.

It was a lively city in 1886. It bad 
five banks, the Merchantse Bank of 
Canada which opeued in 1873, the Bank 
of Montreal in 1878, the Imperial in 
1881 and the Union and Ottawa in 1882.

There are now thirteen in Manitoba, 
eleven of which have established 
themselves in toe new provinces, toe 
total number of branches being 182, of 
which, 95 are in Manitoba and the re
mainder (87) in the new provinces.

A clearing house was not established 
in Winnipeg till 1893. The total clear
ings for 1894 were $50,600,000:

If he looked into the Year Book of 
Canada Sir Wilfrid would see that the 
transactions recorded amounted in 1904 
to $294,600,000, or nearly six times 
those of 1894.

In 1894 the clearings of the Win
nipeg Clearing House were 5 per cent, 
of all the «Hearings recorded in all 
Canada. In 1904, with six more cities 
having clearing houses, Winnipeg had 
10.77 per cent. It now stands third, be
ing surpassed by Montreal and Toronto. 
In 1894 Winnipeg’s clearings 
one-eleventh of the clearings of Mon
treal, 1904 they were between one-fourth 
and one-third. Montreal’s clearings in 
creased 95 per cent, on $546,606,150; 
Winnipeg 482 per cent, on $50,602,600. 
Ottawa’s clearings last year were $106,- 
750,000.,Winnipeg’s were therefore, 2% 
times those of Ottawa.

In 1886 when Sir John went through 
the wheat area of Manitoba and the 
Northwest was considered by experts 
to be a rectangular block included be
tween toe international boundary and 
the south eud of Lake Manitoba and 
extending west from toe eastern side 
of Manitoba to about the middle of 
lAssinibdia. West and north of this 
plot of ground might be good ranch
ing lands, but wheat lands, never. Sir 
John heard much of the ranches of the 
west and little of the wheat growing 
capacity. The rancher had everything 
has own way. Calgary was the centre 
of a great ranching country and 
one talked cattle and horses.

Sir Wilfrid, I warrant, heard little 
about the ranches except that they 
were shrivelling up and that the erst
while rancher was turning to wheat 
growing. He heard much of toe happy 
discovery that winter wheat was just 
toe sort for Alberta and that Alberta 
south and north, was just the country 
fer winter wheat. “Winter wheat is 
toe thing for Alberta,” said a farmer 
man. 40 bushels to toe acre, that’s 
success enough for me and in part of 

1 I got 62 bushels to the acre.”
m£>6fr6Mid- “ a traiDed
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2,036 «ntries with 26 per cent, cancelled 
but, 26,513 homestead entries with but 
5 per cent, canceled and this year 
of -w,v js a bumper year.

This comparison (which might be 
much extended) 'between what the two 
premiere learned about the West can
not fail to call forth gratitude for the 
favora a kind Providence has show
ered on “This Canada of Onra.”

LORD CURZON AND INDIA.
The Native View of 

Royalty.
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(Calcutta Cor. London Leader.) 1
A few days only before the publi

cation of the despatches revealing the 
final rupture between the Viceroy and 
the Imperial government, 
made reference to a revived 
that Lord Curzon had resigned. It 
was instantly contradicted at Simla. 
This happened on the 10th of August, 
five days after Lord Curzon had ask
ed the Prime Minister to place hie 
resignation to the hands of the King 
and the very day on which His Ex- 
cellenoy had sent the telegram c 
estly repeating the .prayer to be 
lieved of his office. The incident Is 
of a piece with everything that Has 
happened In connection with the 
filet now ended. From the 
of the publication of the first rumors 
Mr Brodrlck and the authorities at 
Simla combined to assure the public 
that all was well, and the 
was kept up to the end.

In India there are, in the main, two 
views of the situation. Almost with 

Y?.ice the English papers lament 
the failure of Lord Curzon to go out 
on the larger constitutional question 
in June, and this view of Anglo-In- 
dia will be easily understood in Eng
land. But it may perhaps be less 
easy to understand why, when an im
portant constitutional point is at is
sue, the Indian people should forget 
everything in the Joy of release. The 
fact, to begin with, Is not for 
ment to be questioned.
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i

Glasgow Herald.
In a letter to a correspondent the 

Colonial Secretary minimizes the terror 
which the Chinese indentured laborers 
are striking into the Rand. He says he 
“has no doubt that the local police force 
will ibe capable .of dealing with any Chi
nese criminals.” Mr. Lyttleton seems to 
assume greater ignorance in* the people 
of this country regarding this mater 
than, unfortunately, exists. Why, a re
port of a meeting of the Transvaal 
Legislative Council, which was published 
recently, confirms the fact that the gov
ernment and the mine-owners are at 
odds regarding the responsibility for po
licing the compounds—which means that 
the local police are not exactly “capable 
of dealing with any Chinese criminals.” 
The Atorney-Ceneral puts the whole 
responsibility in respect of escapes at 
least, upon the mine-owners. The mine- 
owners argue that the government 
ought to say, as they would have 
had to provide extra police if the extra 
laborers had been black or white, instead 
of yellow. It is not for us in this country 
to intervene in this petty quarrel. Only 
it is not right that the minister who dis
charges the responsibility the govern
ment laid upon us in regard to the coolie 
experiment should mislead the people 
about the actual state of matters. The 
Rand is panic-stricken few can have for
gotten the letter we published recently 
from a resident defying the people at 
home to restrain the Trans va.tiers from 
any ibrutal measure of self-defence what
ever.
speech it would appear that the unoffi
cial members of the Legislative Council 
would fain drive a coach and four 
through the ordinance and the contract 
form in their anxiety to impose fresh 
restrictions upon the liberty of the 
coolies. We know that the South Af
rican constabulary have drawn a chain 
of posts round the Rand and further, 
that Boers, deprived of their guns at the 
peace, have had to be entrusted with 
rifles to defend themselves against ma
rauding Oliinese. It is a quite pathetic 
detail that these rifles are not “repeat
ing.” It is fair to argue from South 
African precedent that the trouble is 
very much worse than it is represented 
to be in any news that reaches this 
country. We are not concerned fo 
taunt the Transvaal with this confir
mation of the prophecy of some who 
warned the colony to have nothing to 
do with Chinese, free or “compounded.” 
We note simply that the experiment 
has be^n attended by some very alarrr -

d.____ « tag consequences. Our duty is toWeather Reports Save Money. that, in ridding itself of the trou- 
Cmmtrv w ble» the colony does not involve us 1n

In 4 v any breach of faith, and unhappv as Is
the m.n u ? e ab°ut the attitude into which Mr. Lyttleton
tor eve^ dollar ^niro LPrabawe !£at has been driven, we can trust him to 
Bureau.JSf f, ?ke leather see to that. It looks, however, as if the 
the Mi Jlsslun? eov® Chlneae labor problem were like to '*
000 worth of ule La8 L115,000’' solve ltself bF the ultimate abandon-
ertv'were sJved JEre.??» °,her PT°P‘ ment of the experiment in disgust. If 
fssued a watk sYU f namings j that happened, would either political
issued a week ahead. Signals display- j party in this country be sorry?

ARTIST'S ROOM, TRANSFER ROOM AND VARNISH ROOM.
|

pie which is able to give effective 
Voice to its feelings and demands.

Latterly, in ' Bengal, all ottier ques
tions have been eclipsed by the uproar 
over Lord Curzon’s policy of dividing 
the province. Since the recent debate 
in Parliament-the English people have 
been acquainted with the existence of 
this controversy, if they have not so 
far been to any great extent informed 
as to its nature. The Viceroy has 
found in Bengal the only organized

body of Indian opinion which the gov
ernment at present has any need to 
fear. It has been Implacably hostile 
to him, and its power has undoubtedly 
been Increased by the education in po
litical opposition which Lord Curzon 
himself has provided. His Excel
lency’s fixed resolve has been to over
throw the political power of the Ben
gali Hindus by an administrative 
cleavage so devised as to cut through 
the Bengali-speaking districts.

At the end of 1903 a tentative pro
posal was made to transfer certain 
divisions of Eastern Bengal to. Assam. 
It was strongly opposed and instantly 
dropped.
a prolonged interval of agitation, fol
lowed by an illusory silence, produced 
the scheme which, has called forth the 
present agitation. It has never been 
debated in- council or submitted to 
public discussion; the representatives 
of the districts affected were not

taken Into confidence; no public bodies 
and very few leading men 'were con-: 
surted; it is common knowledge that 
the scheme is opposed alike by district 
officers, landowners, and a large part 
of the unofficial European public, as 
well as by the people of the province, 
who tor moriths past’ have been carry
ing on an unexampled agitation 
^ In the Bengai Uouncil last Saturday 
the Lieutenant-Gowemor declined to 
answer questions on the subject of 
partition. Many he • disallowed; the 
rest he met with a refusal of all in
formation This fact, coupled with 
the knowledge that the Home Govern
ment sanctioned the partition scheme 
ap a sop to Lord Curzon, has brought 
all sections of the public into line, and 
opinion is. now practically unanimous 
tor a Presidency governor with an 
executive council.

There ■ is, moreover, another aspect 
of the agitation which cannot be over
looked. An organized movement Is 
on foot to limit the use of British 
manufactured goods. It was met at 
first with amusement on the part of 
the European mercantile community. 
Today the situation has changed. The 
movement has spread with surprising 
activity. In -every district resolutions 
of abstention are being passed, 
the native merchants in Calcutta are 
getting strict instructions to deliver 
no British stuffs. It is recognized 
that anything in the nature of a real 
boycott is impossible, but short of this 
there is no doubt that much can and 
win be done to emphasize the protest. 
The great autumn festival time is 
approaching when the entire Hindu 
world attires itself to new clothes. If 
the organizers of the movement sue- 
ceed- to creating a widespread demand 
for indigenous clothes at this : 
the great importing firms will be 
Polled to take action.

But—and this is the point, so far as 
Bengal is concerned—Lord Curzon is 
thé “only begetter” of the partition 
scheme, and everything else is forgot
ten by the Bengal people now that 
Lord Curzon is going.

The native 
press can find no words to express its 
rejoicing. The Amrlta Bazar Pat- 
rika says;

It is needless to warn our contem
poraries that It is their duty to re
ceive this information with modera
tion, bearing in mind that 
of triumph

The government then, after

o«
any note 

on our part in this con
nection is not only not Hlndu-llke 
but It may deprive us of the good 
opinion of those generous-hearted 
Englishmen who have sympathized 
with us in our distress.

The Bengalese, the most influential 
Indian paper on this side of the coun
try, is distinctly ‘‘not Hindu-like.”

The news of Lord Curzon’s resigna
tion will be received with a feeling of 
unbounded satisfaction and relief all 
SY'FJ[ndia- F?r some time past the 
Indians have been praying, earnestly 
and unceasingly, to be delivered from 
the autocratic and unsympathetic 
sway of Lord Curzon, and their 
prayer has been heard at last. » » » 
We part with him without a pang of 
regret, and we wish India could for- 

a"5 lf Possible, forgive him.
Meetings of thanksgiving, proces

sions and illuminated streets have 
formed part of the programme of Jubi- 
lation and It must be admitted 
the Indian preas would not have dis
guised its pleasure had the humilia- 
tjom of Lord Curzon been even greater 
than It has been in his duel with the 
Commander-in-Chief. The causes ly
ing behind the deep-seated and pecu
liarly virulent hatred are known iih 
a general way to your readers. The 
Viceroy’s policy as a whole during the 
past three years especially, has driver 
the educated Indian public into the 
most furious opposition. Lord Cur
zon’s policy became suspect when he 
cut ç.t the root of local self-govern
ment *4n Calcutta. It was condemned 
m repressive and reactionary when 
the report of the official universities 
commission revealed the real aim o 
His Excellency’s eagerness to recast 
the higher education of India. The 
Universities Act, the Official Secrets 
Act, the Thibet expedition, the famous 
university convocation speech, and — 
an irony only now fully apparent—the 
immense growth of military expendi
ture, marked a series of bitter „ 
ters with that Dart of the Indian

were

Fifth—The. comp
mze and meet a sui 
from the committee 
delating to this agr 
inatters changing th< 
‘ Any vacancy on t 
tk> be filled at a duly 
of the underground e 
pany.
' The committee o 
handling of the cht 
|ga® committee fund* 

Sixth—The cdmpi 
Criminate against a 
&hd to reinstate a 
applying for work a; 
conditions and tradf 

All parties apply! 
their signature endoi 
i Seventh—The ten 
this agreement shall 
two years, beginniu 
and terminating Sec 

Eighth—This agw 
dhall bear the signât 
fend superintendent < 
pamy, and the cornu 
men, and the approl 
president of the com 

Signed, sealed an 
and the year above 

For the company;

From the Atom cy -General’ 3

and

that

season
com-

every-

T.

Witness:
W. L. McK 

Deputy à 
For the men :

RIC1 
J. R. 
JOH 
GEO

encoun-
peowas a tittle troubled 4' THE ENGINE ROOM AND IT8 PRESIDING GENIUF

¥
I JOSI A Approved : 

PRESIDENT WE
4-

p Reductior
Reduction in the ci

tows-:
Axes from $1.15 t 
Scoop shovels fron 

v Large rock shove 
F 1.35.

yj
V

*

k Small rock shovel 
M .35.

Track hatchets fro 
Four-foot crosscut

52.50.
Hand saws from 1

*

/... ... - - ^

■ H

■i

My
■

jW
V

! s
~9

«

■ > s\
■

. a 4>
:êrÆwêy

■' - 1

i li
' jpw

* * - *r
■81M

l •4

y *
r*

M»I J*

rïWmÈimM
as%

1
i p

à ti -

________L à;?# EK

•>- •

■

I
\

mm

...mmmm
i m

.«Ml

* I

^ ;

m
m

'

1

__
__

__
I

*s
sm

M
BS

m
m

M
B

'.4
ÈLë

'
m

•a
s

1

m

■y
jp

s&
L

wm'e

*****

S'
-—

i

: 
. 

i

A
®

y 1
f

i
■

j* 
' i .

»


