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THE DROP IN COPPER.

The fall in the price of copper .has
<reated a great deal of discussion, much
speculation and not 'a' little uneasiness
as to the cause and the probable conse-
quences. The New York Hvening Post,
one of the best informed papers on finan-
cial subjects. in .America,  frankly econ-
fesses that it does not know the cause,
although it surmises that in some way
“an international deal to hold up prices

in the copper market has' failed.”

far as can be gathered from the very
meagre amount of information given
‘out to the* public, 'the '‘Amalgamated
controlled by the
Rockefellers, proposed to the Rio Tinto,
controlled by the Rothschilds that they
should 'combine to. keep. up the price
and the propesition came 'to nothing.
‘The great shrinkage in the German and
French electrical industry ' reduced the
demand for coppér so much that the
price fell in Europe fully 25 per cent.
Mhe Post thinks that the effect of the
curtailing of -electrical industries has
been exaggerated, presumably for specu-
lative purposes, but it draws attention
to the faet that with the output of the
metal nearly double what it was in 1889,
the price has kept up fo the neighbor-
hood of the exceptional figures then
reached, when all the copper in the mag-
ket had been cornered by the Secretan
syndicate. One of the curious features
of the present situation is that while
the American company has: very large
amounts of copper on hawd, which it is
unable to sell, the European producers
have been increasing their output and
selling it all. The Post a week ago
said that the American ecompany would
either have to lose the markets it had
supplied or cut the price of its' output,
and probably the latter course has been
taken. The New York Sun,- speaking
-of the conditions as they existed last
Saturday, said that a trade war in cop-~
Der appeared to be in sight, and if this
was the case there was mo telling how
low the price would go. The companies,
not in the Amalgamated combine, say
they will meet any cut that the big
concern may make, and one of the man-
agers of an outside company is reported
as saying that the reduction in price is
not justified by existing conditions. An
-official of one of the leading copper con-
ceérns is quoted by the Sun as follows:
I would not like to venture an opinion

as to the future course of copper I must
confess that the methods e-m?loyed by

pene-
a

Copper company,

the selling (agency are difienlt to
trate. If the product is bei
a basis’'to manipulate the T‘ﬁtoﬁ]’

made, buyers will be led to beliéve
the metal is destined to seek

ek .a much
lower level. and, in conseguence, will
keep out of the markets: There are a
large number of mines that caunot pro-
duce copper at a profit below 16 cents
a pound. and these are the omnes that
will have to suspend operations. . While
their output does not amount to anything
so far as the individual mines are con-
cerned, it is large in the aggregate. There
24 few minés that can show a net profit
f more than five cents on each nound of
copper produced, taking current guota-

~tions as a basis, ¢

One of .the ‘best knowngoperators on
‘Wall Street is the authority for the
statement that the: Amalgamated com-
pany wanted the price kept at 17 cents,
but the smaller concerns started in cut-
ting, and thereupon the Amalgamated
went after their scalps, with the result
that is puzzling everyone today. In our
financial columns will be found a New
York despatch bearing out' this view.
In Boston, the headquarters of the in-
dependent copper interests in the United
States, the effect upon new propositions
has ‘béen very bad and the opinion seem- |
ed to be that some time would be neces-:
sary to get things in right shape-again. | &

‘What the effect in British Columbia
will Be we, are not at present in a posi-
tion to say, but of necessity it cannot
be favorable. Mines that are operating
on small margins cannot pay with such
a reduction in price as has now taken
place, How many such mines there are
s cannot be ascertained
il the market becomes’

will be good cause for
anxiety especially so far as the newer
enterprises are concerned, for unghes-
tionably copper is not anything like as
attractive a. proposition as it was a

in this provine
but we think uf
more settled th

mouth or two ago.
R ——

PARLIAMENTARY GOVERNMENT

It is not always easy 1o give accurate
definitions of things and therefore in-
stead of attempting to say . specifically
what Parliamentary Government id, we
shall endeavor to show ihe difference
between it and Responsible Government.
In the British Dominions we have both.’
In the United States they have Par-
liamentary Government only. The Presi-
-dent is not responsibla to Cougress,
neither are the .governors of the.sev-
-eral ‘states responsible to the state legis-

latures. Their duties are defined speci-
fically and they ean be eompelled to per-

form them only by the courts and they.
are removable only impeachment. |
9% ,

The United  States: Cabinet
cabinet in the sense the term :
‘stood with ms. It consist of certain

bartmental Hheads, but these ' offfeials |

have no seat in Congress and they sre

responsible o6uly -to the President for
the manner in which they discharge |
their duty. The expression used in |
Washington very often in regard to the|

Cabinet  ‘is “the " President’s official
family,” and this desenibes it very well.
During the time of'the ascendancy of

James G. Blaine there was a disposition |

to speak of him as the Premier, but

this was only because he was the lead- |
administration, over~| .

ing epirit in the
shadowing even the President. But as
a rule the Presidents of the United
States have been, so far as the outside
world has been able to judge, the archi-
tects of their own policy, and since

Blaine's retirement and death there has|
been no one to whom the title Of’!’l'ﬁ‘ .

mier has ever ‘been applied in - the
United States, « It has ‘been gaid
the office of Pr i ‘eon diliate

Some extent to that of | m
mier, but the resemblance i
‘maginary tham real, for the P
is not amenablz‘,m"ﬂ“ of

gress, His W
under certain ‘cond by
of ofice does mot depend UPoN

hours  spent in the legislature of this
province ‘in ‘debate over some question
of order, but the legislature is the sole
interpreter of its own rules, and it may
alter them from day to day, or it may
say they mean one thing today and an-
other thing tomorrow, without affecting
any principle of government, but no de--
Darture' ought ever to be made from
the “great prineiple of ‘ministerial re-
sponsibility for this is the sheet anchor
of our system of popular institutions.
Why does a ministry resign after it
has failed to carry a majority of seats
at a general election? The answer is
that it is because the people have de
clared want of confidence in it, and fhe
more recent and the better practice is
for ‘a government in such a case not
to ‘wait for the’ verdict of the elected
representatives, but to accépt that pro-

cause amder our system the ministers
must: be supported by a majority of the

other hand, if at the next 'Congressional
election every member of the House of
Representatives should ‘be returned in
opposition to the administration, the | toral Law.”
President would continue in office and
his cabinet would remain the same, or

Tk

the price of the metal is likely to oo
lower, but I can hardly believe that the
United Metals  Selling company  was
actuated by anything other;than actual
business conditions. © I 'do not 'believe
that the cut will stimulate the demand
to any extent. At least it has not done
so, so far. Now that a cut has bﬂele!:

4

enough the  difference between the two
things. = : ]

dn this provinece lack of  familiarity
with the working of Responsible Goy-
ernment has led to some ‘misapprehen-
sions as to the effect of -adverse votes
in the House upon a government. Every
defeat of a governmeut measure is not

not call for the resignation of the minis-
try. The contrary is frequently claimed
here.. It is for the Premier to say|2'C any such.
whether or not any advense vote shall
be regarded as one of want; of confi-
dence, exeept in one or two cases, If
the government cannot carry the Ad-
dress in reply %o the Speech, the busi-
ness of ‘the country is mecessarily at a
standstill, and the government must re-
Sign.- 'If the House refuses to go into
‘Supply, or refuses to vote Supply, the
government must resign, for of itself a

refusal to grant supply is a vote of
‘want of ' )

approves of 2 pa
that it ha 'wm_‘d’ia“ “‘ confidence | ;gt0q against that appe
try. If the House intends ‘on that very ground.
More than ‘an gcademic interest
sduestion. There has not

to understand,
these settled

system. of ' cauct

that reasonable diversity of opinion
be expected o ‘

stract principles of Responsible Govern-!
ment at a public meeting held at Indian|
Head, Assiniboia. 'This.is a good thing.
The population of the West needs to be
rmed about Responsible Govern

What is true of the United States fn |/

this respect is true of the several states |-

to all intents and purposes. ' In none of | 3

them is there executive responsibility to

the people or to the people’s representa-

tives. Yet in the states as also in the:
United States there is a wide measure
of ' Parliamentary Government, In
France there is a greater degree  of
ministerial responsibility. In fact France
may be said to possess something very
closely ' resembling our system’ Jn this
respect. In Germany there is Parlia-
mentary Government to a limited degree
but practically no responsibility of the
ministry to the representatives of the
people. . Switzerland has Parliamentary
Government in a very wide sense, but
nothing corresponding to what we call
Responsible Gpvernment.
attempted to apply the British system
to her affairs with some measure of suc-
cess, although as yet the leaders of
public opinion are not quite agreed as
to whether the country is far enough
advamced for it.  From 'these observa-
tions it will .appear that while Parlia-
mentary Government may exist without

Responsible Government, the latter can- | besn appointed. A proposal was made
not wwithout the former, for the latter 7 2

is the ountcome and ‘the ripe fruit of
the former. Centuries were necessary ing Responsible
to evolve it in the United Kingdom,
It is well to bear these facts in mind, { Seelye and Mr. D, W, Higgins
because so ‘much, that is of great value
to us as a free people depends upon
their being' understood. In ‘a' country
that is under Parliamentary Govern-
ment, the sovereign power can make no
laws or decrees having the force of law
without the -consent of the representa-
tives of the people, but the manner in
which the assent of the people is obtain-

Japan has

fact that the House: dis.

rticular ‘medstre,

erSe vote shall be regarded
1 of want of confidence;

R N

By

T

tween

whole question, althéugh a convention:
al point on the

constitution of the Executive Authority ‘agreed upon as

-and of the Legislature of British Colum-
bia should remain as existing at the
time o0f union, subject to the provisions
of the British North America Act,
being at the same time understood
the Government of the Dominion will
readily comsent to the introdnetion of body.
Responsible Government: when desired
by the inhdbitants of British Columbia.”
It is interesting to note that “the inhab-
itants of British. Columbia™ have never
expressed a desire for Responsible Gov-
ernment to the Dominion, and conse-
quently that the latter has mever cou-
sented directly to-its fatroduction.
The ' ‘question  of Confederation was
Legislative Council
summoned by Governor Musgrave in
1870, the majority of the members hav-
. the minority having

defining the boundary in
that particular loBality, Then the mat-
ter lapsed as far as action at Ottawa|
‘was concerned, although the legislature|
dt|of this provin~a has never iost sight of
it.  The fact tnat tne first legislature
it up stands to the credit of that

 Bearities to Keep. the

executive committee of | .
‘afternoon. at the

fice, to'formulate a plan
ui'in]mtaon, acco:

Orders Made in sum Rotrt s Jeosiionst

g to a resolution
the mass meeting
5th ‘instant. © It was decided
the city into canvassing dis
members of the com
s to selicit membership
y to collect’ subseriptions in aid

The gentlémen Wwho
Tk ‘of canvassing ‘will begin the

campaign on Monday, 30th instant, and
as soon as.the
ciently large m

Tt was clearly a mistake to take our
evening contemporary seriously, when it]  Yesterday morning Thomas Spain was
«discoursed of what the Lieutenant«Gov-
ernor might do. Last night~it resumed
the subject and told its readers that this
was no time for Mr. Dunsmuir to post-
‘pone the meeting of the legislature two
‘or three months beyond the nsual time.
Mr. Dunsmu'r will please take notice of
He is'doubtless unaware
that he intends auything of the kind. Tt
is very kind ef the Times to find out
what his intentions are and tell him, If
it were not for this, Mr.
might remain under the impression that
he intends to do something quite differ-

ndence from Da
ber 26, the Seattl
gives the followi
crease’ in Canada’s
shows that goods of «

ture form 60 per cent,of

again brought before Mr. Justice Walk-
em; when His Lordship stated that on
Thursday, in convieting him, he made
an order to ‘su
he had purposely done go, because he
hardly knew yvhag order ‘to make or
what sentence to  impose.
tion, however, he had conecluded that
the proper order to make was to bind
him over to keep the peace. for . six
months, which ‘meant that h
duct - himself properly during

His Lordship added that he was satis-
fied that no jury would have convicted
the accused of stealing in view of the
evidence and of all the circumstances
Mzs. Lindsay, for instance,
whose money it 'was, had testified that
she never accused and would not aceuse
the prisoncr of stealing.
time . the court remarked that Spain’s
conduct was that of anything but a sane
man, the facts being that he had:been
drinking heavily for abou
and did not’ know what h
He had had charge of the safe and the
money in it for some months, and paid

ing regarding the in-:
0 have undertaken adian manufac-
; bRl e the freight and
“displacing th

volume of freight ever
Wwson in a singie season
d here during the sea-

gation for the' summer of .

y have secured & suffi-|€
embership a meéting will
be called for the election of permanent |
flicers.,. It was decided that all moneys
the collectors will be paid
reasurer (who will be asked
to act as treasurer pro tem) to. the credit
of the association;

The greatest
discussed at 'the brought into Da

was that lande

e must con- | .
ing been elected,

The year of '
was the banner
outstripped by
as weli as those following
are compiled' from the

awson customs office,

during  the -debates to  insert
Terms’ of Union

year, was this season

T il
‘it letter,
books “of the

ed on the subject since the
led show that

outes was di-

& provision establish-
Government, but it was
defeated. Mr. Johu ‘Robson, Mr, H. E,

Latest Néws 5
Of the Nort

y —
THE BRIDGE QUESTION.

took up the fight, and Mr. Seelye ‘was
sent to Ottawa, Mr. Higgins paying his
expenses, to insist upon. provision being
made for the principle, and the above-
quoted sentence from the
Union was .the result of Mr. Seelye’s
Its language shows it to have
been the outcome of a compromise, but
ree : ‘when it was announced there was mtich
ed is immaterial. We frequently have jubilation in Vietoria, and it was ¢laim-
ed that the language gave the province
Respousible Government, although strict-
Iy speaking, it did not. Liéutenant-Gov-
ernor Trutch in opening the first ses-
sion of the first legislature after Con-
used these words in the

f the season,
he statements ag co
rgo_received here

vided as tollggvs:

The Aldermen who are opposing the
wishes of the citizens in-the Point El-
lice bridge, matter osve an explanation
fellow-cilizens,
these Aldermen are reputable citizens,
and presumably they must have some in-
teiligent explanation of
Yet they have not given any.
At the public meetings Alderman Brydon
stated in great detail what he called the
“specifications” for the bridge, and he
succeeded in convincing mnine of ten of
those who heard him that the specifica-
tions, although admirably adapted for
the purpose for whichhthgy ‘were intend-
ed, were not such as admitted of com-
peting bids for identical structures,
Alderman Brydon is of the opinion that
what the city should gét from intending
: competition in -plans,
‘specifications and prices, he was right in
standing out as he ‘did until the people
declared their wishes.
‘with the others, Alderman Brydon ap-
pealed from the decision of the Mayor
| and /the minority of the Couneil ‘to the
citizens assembled in public
and the result of that appeal was direct-
ly opposed to. his view.
unable now to understand is why he per-
sists in obstructive tactics, and he ought
No one will for an instant
suppose that the reason which animates
Alderman Brydon is anything but con-
sistent ‘with everything that is honor-
able, But what is it? We tell him with
all seincerity that 'we are utterly at a
10ss to understand how he justifies to
himself the line of action which he has
taken since the meeting. We can think
of nothing supposable in his case which
will mccount for his course, and this is
what others are saying. We have men-
tioned Aldermgn Brydon speecially, be-
cause it was He who stated the case at
length for himself and those of his col-
leagues who have acted with him, but
we wish to Dbe considered as wapplying
the above comment to the others. = No
one questions their good - faith;
nearly every one condemns the judg-
ment that they are at present exhibit-
i Alderman Hall did the
thing when he paid attention to-what| &
the people said. | Why do not the others
follow' his example? -

rings Word of
Another Strike in the Brem-
: ner Country.

§ fhree Jov¢ | Steamer “Amur B
By upper river
y lower. river ...

Total ... i

The shipments to Dawson by
Toutes last season, 1900,

mission.

obliged to consult anvone, and he had
satisfactorily accounted
and expenditures:

His Lordship also wished to
that what he said on Wednesday s
ed to havs been misunderstood by the
What he had said was that
his leanings or sympathy were in favor
of athletic sports, such as the accused
‘was prominent in, as they tended to
promote manliness and
that he could have no
accused or his ‘conduct. iy
had not used any of the money and &
would, no dotibt, have returned it after
he ‘got sober. ;

An undeserved attack' had been mads
on ‘the detectivés in the case,
had acted as the court consid
prudently and without harshn
had an unpleasant duty to perform a
did it in a proper manner. b
further added that if he h
power to do. so he would have ordered | and
the accused to pay the expenses of the | had

L along. Between i

their present

for any receip_ts : 3 :
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is seen that bo'h routes made
ins, The upper 4
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Steamer Amur reached port’ yes

a‘rtaz;r;:lon from Sk 20
even passage,

The accused Promge, i were rom Daw~

were no Dawson mails.

‘k, one of +he :passengers,

federation,
Speech; -
“The state of transition in public af-
fairs incidental to the change in our
political system, which existed on my
assuming the government of the Prov-
ince, compelled me to take for awhile
the direct charge of the Departmental
business in a greater measure
would otherwise have devolved upon ‘me;
I, however, availed myself of the first
opportunity to transfer that charge from
myseif by " appointing a ministry
sponsible to you, the Representatives of
; Al . | the people, whom I have called together
nounced by the .people. This is be- to deliberate onthe public matters of
the Province, the management of which
<|house. In the United States, on the properly belongs to you, at this earliest
date at which it was practicable for you
to be assembled, congistent with the ful-
filment of the requirements of %
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The langnage. of the Address in replyd
to the Speéch, in dealing with the para-
could remain the same. Perhaps this|graph just quoted, was very guarded, Tt
statement of the case illustrates cleatly [simply said that the House was aware
of what the Lieutenant-Governor had
done. Whether this Speech and Address
are to be taken as establishing Respon-
sible Government 'in this provinée is a
question upon which we shall not ex-
Press any opinion. ‘There may be some|
further declarations, proclamations or re-
e o ; e ey Sas | Solutions: on ‘the subject. which +we have
a’vote ‘of want of tonfidentd and does not found, and we would be glad 1o have
correspondents mention them, if there
It 'seems reasonable to
argue, howevér, that the practice . of
nearly thirty years has established Re-
sponsible Government, although the ac-
tion of Lieutenant-Goveruor - MeclInnes
on two separate occasions; on ‘one of
which he was sustained by the Liegisla-
ture, showed that he ‘did. not consider
himself bound by its essential features.
The appeal to the Governor-General by
the members of the Turner government
y after their dismissal was distinetly a
ence, but the defeat of a |recognition that relations existed be-
$ Lot necessarily so. |tween the Dominion government and the

: may be|Province similar to those which had ex- o
. Goes not. follow Isted in ‘the old Crown Colony days be-| 225
| tween this province and the
Office in London, and the
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150 | taches to this
"uvmr?;:;:z been a month in the last three years,
ot vote of want of con. | Wien ‘there ‘has not been talk on the

A t as to what the Ottawa govern-
t. might do in regard to
‘affairs. If we have Respon :
; ernment, the duty of the Dominion min;

n o cussing . everything and | istry is to keep its hands off; if we ha
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