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FEEDING BRITAIN’S 
GIANT ARMIES

PLENTY OF PLAIN AND WHOLE
SOME FOOD.

How Three Square Meals a Day Are 
Being Supplied to Every 

Fighter.

The feeding of our armies is an 
even bigger and more complex busi
ness than the feeding of Jack Tar, 
says London Answers.

The War Office never anticipated 
that it would be called upon to feed 
such immense armies as it now has to 
do. The existing arrangements for 
the feeding of the Army when the 
war broke out, however, sufficed to 
meet immediate needs; but arrange
ments were promptly entered into and 
got into working order with marvel
lous rapidity for the feeding of im
mense armies.

Sir Redvers Duller is reported to 
have said that the feeding of an army 
exceeding a million of men presented 
appalling, if not unsurmountable, dif
ficulties. Rut these difficulties have 
been satisfactorily tackled. There is 
not a British soldier at home pr 
abroad who has ever had to go a day 
without three substantial meals, ex
cept when actually fighting in the ' 
trenches.

Everything Contracted For.
The work of feeding Tommy Atkins ' 

is performed chiefly by contract. Sep
arate contracts are entered into for 
the supply of all the regulation arti
cles of diet to each military centre at

Tea: Bread-and-butter and jam; 
tea.

The food is plain and wholesome, 
and there is plenty of it. Indeed, 
there is rather too much, for it is un
deniable that there is waste, often 
considerable waste, and immense 
quantities of food are thrown away or 

'destroyed. But there are some diffi
culties in avoiding this waste.

For example, a contractor may un
der his contract have to deliver daily 
supplies to a camp or military centre 
for 15,000 men. Perhaps 10,000 of the 
men may be suddenly ordered away at 
a few hours’ notice, and it takes at 
least a day to alter the existing con
tract arrangements. There are many 
such circumstances where it is diffi
cult to avoid over-suplies and conse
quent waste, at any rate, under exist
ing arrangements, which certainly are 
in need of alteration. •

They Got an Over-Dose.
Large consignments of delicacies 

and dainties are sent to the Front for 
Tommy by various people and organi
zations at home, but the same atten
tion cannot, of course, be paid to the 
delivery of these gifts as is given to 
the delivery of the regular supplies. 
The deliveries of these gifts are there
fore attended with some uncertainty.

To a battalion of a certain regiment 
employed on the lines of communica
tion there was delivered not long since 
some eight hundred cases containing 
several tons of Turkish delight. The 
men revelled in this delicacy until 
they became so sick of it that it was 
dangerous, even, to mention the words 
“Turkish delight” in the presence of 
anyone of the battalion.

Why all these cases of the delicacy 
were delivered to the battalion in 
question is one of many similar mys
teries of the war. The reason proba
bly was that, when the very busy de-
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so much per head. Under this sort of partaient concerned with the delivery 
contract the contractor has to supply of such gifts to the troops came across
everything from, say, cocoa to pota
toes.

Now, let us take a military centre 
where, say, 10,000 troops are station
ed. The contractor has to make daily 
deliveries of meat and vegetables and 
other articles of food for immediate 
consumption, and weekly, or, possibly, 
monthly, deliveries of other articles, 
such as tea, sugar, etc.

The Contractors for our Army in 
France deliver the goods to the quar
termaster-general at headquarters, 
from whence it is distributed to the 
different units. Not a day or night ; at the front are properly distributed, 
passes without ships, containing hun- and are greatly appreciated by the 
<freds of tons of food for our soldiers, soldiers, especially those who have 
crossing the Channel; and day and been in the trenches, where the fare

these cases, it saved time and trouble 
to send them all to one battalion, and 
which one it was sent to did not mat
ter.

Another battalion, in much the same 
way, received a gift of twenty-five 
thousand chickens, and you could not 
have got a man in it to touch a chick
en cooked in any way at all for a ten- 
pound note for some time afterwards.

Helping Another Industry.

But, of course, the greater part of 
the food delicacies sent to the troops

night tons of food are being destri- 
buted to the troops at home by rail 
and motor-wagons.

But the collection ond distribution 
of these immense quantities of food 
were not the only difficulties in the

is of necessity almost the same every 
day.

The feeding of the armies has, it 
may be mentioned, made the packing- 
case industry busier than it has proba
bly ever been. A quarter of a million

way of feeding the new armies. The | packing cases of varying sizes, are 
food—or a good deal of it, at any . used every week in delivering the food

The nmier nlcturc shows the actual signing of the document which surrendered German Southwest Africa to the Brttisii forces. The ptctuiS was taken at Kilo, 500 miles on the Otavl Une. His Excellency Dr 
Seitz can lie seen seated in the tent signing the document. The lower picture shows General 
Botha's smile after the document had been signed and his task accomplished.

rate—has to be cooked, and the find
ing of a sufficient number of cooks 
presented a gigantic problem.

Cooks By the Thousands.
Many thousands of cooks would be 

required as the armies grew'. Clearly 
it was impossible to get them from 
the civil population; but it was possi
ble to make them, and by November 
last at least 10,000 cooks had been 
trained under the direction of the 
Army cooks at different military cen
tres. What the number of Army 
cooks is at present it is, of course, 
impossible to say, but it certainly ex
ceeds 25,000. At a military centre 
w’here there are, say, 10,000 troops, 
100 cooks would be employed, and an
other 100 general assistants would 
help in preparing the daily meals of 
the troops.

In the early days of the war, when 
the new armies were rapidly growing, 
and there was a partial shortage of 
cooks, Tommy would often cheerfully 
undertake to supplement the work of 
the cook’s department by his own un
tutored efforts, and some invented 
dishes that have since obtained a wide 
popularity in the armies.

At a camp in one part of the coun- j

supplies to the Army. The firms mak
ing these cases are working night and 
day, and there isn’t an unemployed 
man in the industry anywhere.

The number of men directly engag 
ed in the business of supplying the 
armies with food probably exceeds 
150,000. One firm of contractors em 
ploys 20,000 men in packing and de
livering goods for the Army.

Then, apart from the enormous 
number of men employed in this way, 
there is an army of cooks and assis
tants both at home and in France. 
When we bear in mind the fact that 
thirteen months ago there w'as no 
thought of our ever having to support 
and maintain an army in the field of, 
perhaps, more than 250,000 men, one 
may appreciate the extent of the diffi
culties encountered in bringing into 
existence in a few months the machin
ery by which millions of men had to 
be fed.

MELODIES OF WAR.

! Great Armies of Great Nations Ap
preciate Battle Cries.

During the Middle Ages when every 
try, where there were 4,000 soldiers ; man was a soldier each great family 
and not more than three or four had its war cry, generally the name 
cooks, the meals were prepared by a 0f the leader of the clan. The Bour- 
battalion of amateur chefs for some i bons roused to battle when the shrill 
time. Among these was a genius cry of “Bourbon,” rang on the air. 
who invented a remarkable dish in , France’s kings shouted “Montjoye St. 
which cheese and bacon formed the Denis,” while the crusaders responded
main ingredients.

What Was It Made of?
This appetizing dish is now known 

in the Army as “Polly,” the nickname 
by which its inventor was known in 
his company.

All the culinary inventions of Tom
my as chef did not, however, meet 
with such success or popularity.

A story is told of a corporal who, 
left to his own devices in a camp kit
chen, prepared for his compawy a 
dish that met with a very bad recep
tion, indeed. By unanimous consent 
the company decided that the corporal 
should be compelled to eat the whole 
of the compound which he had pre-1

I to "Dieu le veut”—“it is the will of 
| God.”

Many of the mottoes on family 
crests to-day are nothing but these old 

j war cries. As to war songs, they seem 
• to have been the earliest poetical dc- 
! velopment of nations. Sparta, the i 
most warlike of the Greek nations,1 

I was the most musical and Lycurgus 
; introduced chorus songs in his army. 1 

Julius Caesar had his men sing 
songs of triumph after a victory and 
some of the verses are in existence | 
to-#iay. Edward I. had the Welsh 
bards put to death because he thought 
they incited the soldiers to battle. In 
Spain many traces of Roman war 
songs are to be found. Spanish and

GREAT BRITAIN’S 
CHIEF-OF-STAFF

pared to satis!y the appetites of 120 portuguese war songs were called
romanceros.

The corporal, under compulsion, (h(. twclfth century, has always been

SIR WILLIAM ROBERTSON, K.C.V. 
O., K.C.B., D.S.O.

I
Won His Way From the Ranks With- j 

out Influence and Against 
Odds.

Little is known to the outside world 
about Sir William Robertson, K.C. 
V.O., K.C.B., D.S.O., whose remark
able career from the ranks to chief 
of staff of the army is so well known 
to the army itself. His work in rela
tion to that of Sir John French, the 
commander-in-chief, has been describ
ed as that of the general manager of 
a great corporation to that of its 
president.

A powerfully built country boy, he 
went to London at the age of 19 and 
enlisted in the 9th Lancers. Promo
tion from the ranks is not frequent. 
The great majority of officers come 
from the military school at Sandhurst. 
But the door is kept open for a private 
of good education and character. By 
passing a stiff examination he may 
obtain a commission.

Young Robertson had had only an 
eleccntary education; but he set out 
to make up for the deficiency by 
study, lie invested his shilling a day, 
which is the pay of a British private, 
in books. As a British regular troop
er has none too much time to himself, 
he used to get comrades to read to 
him from Bacon and the English 
classics while he was grooming his 
horse or cleaning his equipment.

Not until he hud served 10 years 
did he pass his examination, which 
gave him a commission in the 3rd 
Dragoon Guards. He was then 29 and 
the average second lieutenant had 
about eight years the start of him on 
the army list. In the course of lineal 
promotion he could never hope to be 
more than a major. Special promo
tion ' ould come only through distin
guishing himself. Macdonald, who

given officers for learning native dia
lects.

Studied Native Dialects.
To the average officer there is noth

ing very attractive in spending hours 
with a native “munshi,” or teacher, in 
acquiring a tongue which can be of 
use with only some frontier tribe. 
Robertson offered his munshi a quar
ter of the reward when he was profi
cient enough to earn it by passing an 
examination.

Sir William, when he is reminiscent, 
will recall what an excellent bargain 
this proved to be. The munshi saw to 
it that his pupil did not fail to im
prove any spare moments. He would 
be waiting at his pupil’s door at day
break and put him through an hour’s 
lesson before breakfast. Having mas
tered one dialect Robertson undertook 
another and then another. Soon he

THE RHYTHM OF FLAVORS.

Peter McArthur Discourses on the 
Flavors of Canadian Fruits.

A couple of years ago a Japanese 
scientist-artist-musician gave a super, 
aesthetic group of New Yorkers an 
entertainment that was perhaps 
unique in the world’s history, and yet 
he might have made it more wonder
ful than it was, writes Peter Mac- 
Arthur. Owing to the versatility 0f 
his genius he knew that there are 
rhythms of form and color as well as 
of sound, and he perfected the mech
anism by which he was able to throw 
colors and lights in certain forms on a 
screen to the accompaniment of music. 
At the same time he released jets of 
odor in the same rhythmical way. His 
purpose was to cater delicately to as 
many senses as possible. But why 
did he stop with the senses of form 
color, sound and perfume ? Why 
didn’t he spread a banquet and cater 
rhythmically to the sense of taste? 
Our fruits, for instance, from the 
earliest strawberry to the latest 
peach, give a range of flavors that a 
master artist mighV arrange into a 
symphony. The sense of taste can 
be catered to just ae delicately and 
effectively as any other, and the 
housewife with a full fruit cupboard 
can at any time evolve sonatas of 
flavor, or tasty lyrics that will ap
peal to any palate.

Probably no country in the world 
is more favored with fruit than Can
ada. As some poet has observed it 
has a profusion of berries, buckle, 
rasp, and straw', besides currents, 
cherries, peaches, plums, pears, ap
ples, grapes, quinces, and other fruits 
too numerous to mention. And each of 
these fruits has a flavor indescribably 
individual. By the way, is it possible 
to describe a flavor in a way that will 
convey to the person who has not 
tasted it what it is like? Of course 
we can give an idea of things as being 
sweet, sour, salt, or insipid, but the 
penetrating, aromatic flavors—how 
are they to be described ? I know of 
only two attempts at describing fla
vors that were at all successful. One 
was the attempt by David Harum’s 
sister to describe champagne. She 
said it was like drinking cider and 
sniffing horseradish at the same time. 
The other was the answer made by a 
small boy when asked what vichy 
tasted like. He said “it tastes like 
your foot’s asleep.” If I could have a 
heart-to-heart talk with that Japanese 
scientist-artist-musician-perfumer I 
woi^ld try. to set him to prepare some
thing for the annual banquet of the 
Canadian Fruit Growers, and have 
him add flavors to his entertainment. 
But perhaps the Fruit Growers would 
object. They probably agree with the 
average housewife that the flavors of 
our Canadian fruits are sufficient in 
themselves without being added to. 
They have color, and aroma, also, and 
it is quite sufficient to set them to the 
music of tinkling glasses and silver 
spoons. This season when the fruits 
are so plentiful and so good every, 
fruit cellar in the Dominion should 
be a symphony of the divine flavors' 
perfected by the sun in the great 
aientbic of a Canadian summer.

Few Gfey Hairs at 52.
Now all the branches of the army’s 

activities are under his direction. It 
is his business to co-ordinate all; and 

I to amalgamate the forces of the new 
army which arrive with the old in a 
homogeneous organization up to the 
standard required by present condi
tions of warfare. Despite his life of 
unremitting application he has few 
gray hairs at 52; and he gives the im
pression of the physical vigor and en- ( 
durance which enables him to keep up j Correspondent Pays Fine Tribute to 
the pace of 16 hours hard work a day.
Those who go into his office know him I 
as a man of few words, a good listen- f 
er, who sticks to the facts and never j 
indulges in theories.

“He'does not hesitate to do away ! 
with red tape,” said one of his assis-

NO BETTER TREATMENT.

, , , . is to get the thing done. During thebecame known as a language expert. retreat from Mons we logt „ t
This gained for him another opportun- dea, „f material. Am other thin 
ity wh‘ch was t0 apply his knowledge officers and men lost all their equlp_ 
by explorations on the Northwest ment even includine their caos in 
frontier. When the Chitra, troub e some instances. As the Government 
came his linguistic accomplishments c|othes and eQuips the me„ they could
oml hie L-nflwIprfffP fit thP pmintnr ! . —

Canadian Hospitals.
“Many have heard of the way the 

Canadians have saved the guns in the 
region of Ypres, but few have heard 
of the way the Canadians save the 
men in France.

, .«rpt ____.. , . , ... ,. I “Should any reader of these linestants. The essential point with him ', , . , .. , , .^ a__^ n *1 i have a relative m hospital, let them

and his knowledge of the country 
were invaluable. He came out of the 
Chitral campaign with the Distin
guished Service Order for services 
which included gallantry in action 
when he was severely wounded. Now 
he was a “marked man” in the service, 
marked by stubborn application which 
had brought him from the ranks and 
by his demonstrated ability.

“Everyone had to admire him,” an
other general said. “He had won his 
way without influence, against odds 
and by sheer hard work making the 
most of his natural gifts.”

On the staff throughout the South 
African campaign he earned the 
praise of Roberts and Kitchener by

i his 
I wh

is capacity for getting things done j 
/hen others sometimes failed. When I g ^ '',or 

in 1910 he was placed in command of 1 sa e> 
the Army Staff College even those 
who agreed that, he had shown himself 
to be the man for the place were 
amazed at the thought of a man who 
had been for ten years a private with
out any groundwork of regular aca- j 
demie education should become the I 
director of an institution which gath- j 
ers the ablest officers of the army • 
for instruction in the higher branches I 
if war and gives the character to

be cared for. But the officers pay for 
their own. They would have to fill 
out certain forms for reimbursement 
which would have to go to the War 
Office, but Sir William settled that in 
a minute by giving orders that they 
should be supplied and we could take 
care of the ,red tape afterward. 
Throughout all the vicissitudes of the 
campaign from Mons to the Aisne 
and then to the Ypres-Armentieres 
line the soldiers never went short of 
food. Regardless of red tape and any 
other obstacles he saw that in some 
way or other their rations reached 
them. He is proud of the fact that he 
rose from the ranks, and he dislikes 
publicity. His one supreme interest is 

He likes work for work’s

rest assured that better treatment 
could not be given anywhere ; and 
should the call come to go and see 
those friends, they will receive noth
ing but kindness from the humblest 
private to the highest officer; for this 
has been my experience from begin- 
ing to end, and I raise my hat in 
hearty appreciation of the gallant col
onials and their quiet but noble work 
“somewhere in France!”

This tribute to the Canadians both 
in trench and hospital is contained in 
a despatch to the Worthing (England) 
Gazette, by Mr. Sidney Walter, who 
was visiting his brother in the Ninth 
Lancers at the front.

MICROBES.

swallowed about ten mouthfuls of the j 
mess, and then was mercifully allow- ! 
ed to retire to his tent. The dish con
sisted, so the corporal afterwards de
clared, of nothing but treacle, bread, 
dripping, and flour; but the general 
opinion, supported almost by incon
testable evidence, was that the cor
poral had inadvertently flavored the 
dish with a powder intended for pol
ishing bayonets.

The regulation Army menus are 
generally as follows I 

Breakfast I Bread-and-butter, bacon, 
or tinned meatf feftt 

Dinner î* pudding.

the martial inspiration. What "The 
Cid” is to Spain the "Roland” is to 
France. The “Chanson de Roland” 
has been sung since the eleventh cen
tury and has 1,500 verses.

Russian battle songs are written in 
minor keys, and instead of being bril
liantly martial, are sad, telling of the 
soldier’s fate. The Turks have no 
war songs except those they have 
translated from other tongues. Oer 
many has much military musie, and 
those in power appreciate the influ
ence music has on soldiers, which is

won fame by his charge at Orndunirn, „rmy organization in time of war.
Meantim

languages, lie now knew French 
and German, and he had studied the

Sing a song to microbes,
Dainty little things.

Ears and eyes, and horns and tails, 
Claws, and fangs, and stings. 

Microbes in the carpet,
Microbes in the wall.

Microbes in the vestibule.
Microbes in the hall.

natural lender
Robertson's «a- | Continental army systems. There 

seems to be general agreement that 
his Improvement of the staff college

he had kept on with his i Microbes on my money, 
Microbes on my hair.

nization and in the application of j ninrked an epoch.ga
the methods 
pre suppos
thorough scientific militar 

Four years after he fi 
his commission he had won 
attention to he assigned to th 
genre branch of th

of rmelern war, which i 
the grounding of n !

Idea l ion 
Ived | 

riough 
Intel!!

As director of military training at

Microbes in my meat and bread, 
Microbes everywhere.

Microbes in the butter.
Microbes in the cheese,

Microbes on the knives and forks, 
Microbes in the breeze.

M..- War Office he later had much to Microbes in the pantry,
' ' ~ Microbes in the train,

! Microbes in my shoes and boots, 
Microbes in my brain.

'I'll., .

en own by the fact that the German , department lu India In India he 
àrmy contain» 10,000 musician*. [found hi* opportunity. Rewards are

do with the preparation of the British 
expeditionary force. He went to 
France with it hh quartermaster gen-
« ml, who was responsible for keeping ; Fussy little microbes, 
that army overseas supplied. His suc- I Billions at birth.
.<•»« in this rapacity led to his ap-j Make our flesh, and blood, and bones 
point ment as chief of stalf, I Keep us on the earth.

BATTLE TOLL OF PAST.

Figures Telling Gruesome Stories 
Now All Surpassed.

The French Revue Hebdomadaire 
gives an instructive comparison of 
the losses of the combatants in the 
great battles of history. At Marengo, 
in 1800, the 30,000 French opposed to 
35,000 Austrians lost, respectively, 
twenty and twenty-two per cent. At 
the battle of Jena, 1806, the French 
lost nine per cent, and the Prussians 
thirty-three per cent, of 4,050 against 
23,100 men.

At Eylau, 1807, 53,000 French had 
9,540 men out of action, or eighteen 
per cent, and the Russians, 72,000 
strong, lost 30,960, or forty-three per 
cent, of theirs. At Waterloo. 1815. 
72,000 French lost about thirty-six per 
cent, and the 156,000 allies lost twen
ty per cent.. At Solferino, 1859, 125,- 
000 French beat 150,000 Austrians, 
losing seven per cent, as against fif
teen per cent.

When the color has been taken 
from silk by acids, it may be restored 
by applying to the spot a little harts
horn or sal-volatile.

One single tuft is left on the shaven 
crown of a Mussulman, for Mahomet 
to grasp hold of when drawing the 
deceased to paradise.
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