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vain?”

“Not all,” he said; “but you have
cause to be. I see here are some
more of them!” and as two or three
men came up to try for a dance, he
took the programme out of her hand
and held it up. “Full—all full,” he
said; then, as they turned away mur-
muring their disappointment, he
glanced down the lines.

“The next is your cousin,” he said;
“and here he comes,” he added, as
Harold’s stalwart form made its way
slowly toward him.

‘With the blood mounting in his tan
cheeks, his eyes flashing with that
light which belongs only to perfect
health, he stood before her.

“The next is mine, Lilian,” he said.

Instead of rising, she took up Lhe
ball card and glanced down it, then
looking up calmly.

“Do you mind my sitting out?” she
gaid.

A shade of disappointment crossed
his -handsome face,

“It is the only dance I have been
able to get with you,” he saig, in a
low, almost pleading volce.

After a moment’s hesitation, she
rose, and was going in. a moment,
Gerald, looked up, said in a low
voice:

¢ Why did you send him away ?'

Instantly, as if unconsciously, she
answered :

¢ For his own good.” Then, a mo-
ment or two afterwards, she nodded.

with a strange smile: ‘See, he has
consoled himself,” and inclined her
head to the center of the room, wher:
Harold was dancing with his arms
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her eyes turned up to his. ¢

Gerald looked from the two to the
lovely face besice him, and a puzzled,
troubled expression came into his vio-
let eyes.

* Poor Harold !’ he murmured ; but,
as if she had never heard him, her
calm eyes looked steadfastly before
them,

Five minutes afterward she herself
was whirling round the room, and
Harold stood apart, gloomily leaning
neaf one of the openings in fthe mar-

quee watching her, his huge arms

”(:ded across his broad chest, his
handsome face cast down and des-
pondent,

‘No,’ he muttered, ‘ She does nct
like me. It is hoping against hope.
To think that a few short weeks ago
she clung to my arm so helpless and
confiding, and now '

And, with a bitter sigh, he turned
away, and stepped out in the starlight
night. ;

At midnight the ball broke up, and,
like snow, the guests melted away,

In a corner of the Woodleigh car-
riage Lilian nestled, half hidden by
the multitudous wraps which Sii
Talbot had piled round her. Oppos
ite, in his corner, sat Harold, hi:
arms folded, his head bent upon hit
breast.

‘Are you both asleep?’ said Sir
Talbot, erect and all aglow with pride
and love, ‘Lilian! Harold. Ar
you quite exhausted?’

With a start, Harold looked up.

¢ I thought you were both asleep !’
he said,

Sir Talbot chuckled.

€At twelve o’clock !y Why it is
_early yet! But, then, I haven't been
playing lawn tennis all the afternoon,
and dancing to the * Blue Danube’
al the evening, Are you tired, ny
darling?’ and he laid his hand 'on tte
warm arm beside him.

‘No,’ said the low, musical voice ;
¢ I was thinking.’

! Going over the triumphs of the
evening, eh?’ said Sir Talbot, }xh a
| laugh, . ¢ You have quite enough to.
think of, my dear!"

The carriage drew up at the Hﬁ;,
. Sir Talbot got out, and Harold stood |
ready to help Vilian to ahght.

- With the weight of a !elther, the

wraps ; then, as Sir Talbot disappear-
ed at the end of the hall, Harold, with
her shawl in his hand, bent over her
and looked at her.

‘Have I offended you, Lilian? he
said.

‘Offended me!’ she echoed, but with
downcast eyes. ‘No; why should you
think so?

‘Why did you not dance with me?
he said. 7

‘I was tired,” she said, her eyes
still .veiled by the white lids.

He looked at her for a moment with
a- wistful longing, then, with a sigh,
he dropped the shawl on a hall chair,
and left her.

Then, suddenly, she looked up and
stretched out her hand, but as sud-
denly it dropped to her side, and,
without a word, she went slowly .up
the broad stairs.

CHAPTER X.
Out of the Past.

Barring a million or two, London
was jdeserted. Down the shady side
of Pall ‘Mall, in whose praise poets
have sung and philosophers even
have deigned to write, the elegantly
shod feet of the sons of fashion no
longer echoed. Some had gone to the
moors, some had gone aboard their
yachts, and others, like the Duke of
Magnum, had sought, at their coun-
try seats, peace amd repose from
fashionable toils.

The great city, save by its faith-
ful band of workers, those millions
of toilers who never leave it, was
nearly deserted. At the clubs the
whitewasher and decorator reigned
supreme; all round the fashionable
squares the drawn shutters proclaim-
ed the fact that the season was over.
In undisturbed repose the policeman
lounged at the corners and cracked
the tasteful walnut.

The cabman slumbered on his box
—the parks, a little while ago so bril-
liant with horsemen and chariots,
were 'left to the perambulators and
nursemaids.

Piccadilly had lost its hoarse rat-
tle and roar; Regent Street was like
Sahara, desolate and deserted. The
season was over. : ;
So much, 4nd decidedly so, that
when ' a fashionably dressed man
passed—let us say the National Gal-
lery—the doorkeeper ot ‘that vener-
able institution stared at him with
‘something approaching indignation.
‘And yet, on the twentieth of Aug-
‘ust, a fashionably dressed man, one
of that mysterious upper ‘ten thous-

girl touched his arm and ran up the |

struggle #Meh t, to have mrkéd

| and, did -pass the National Wm =
‘Passed it, not with, the shamefaced |

chair, and m'ogldi‘;y; him to be up and
moving. 2

With a smuthe]l'od exclamation, he
rose, lit a, cigarette, and went down
stairs again, and.into the street. The
heat seemed to have grown more in
tense; all Piccadilly literally sim
mered in the fierée glare of that Aug
ust sun; the sandwich men crawled
pantingly, along the pavement; th.\
policemani’ tramped by with  his hel
met in liis h:m(lv: the 'very cabmen
who rarely show any signs of distress
had got inside their cabs, and were
mingling their dreams with the tired
horses.

With slow and purposeless  steps
this solitary son of fashion made his
way to, the park’ gates, and, turning
in, dropped on a seat under some
trees, apparently at rest at last.

(To be continued.)
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and its suburbs the Directory contains
.ista of
EXPORT MERCHAN

with the goods they ship, and the Co.onial
and Forelgn Markets t ey BUpp:y »
5.9 STEAMSHIP LINES |
' under the Porta to which they
[ md indicating the appronmnta

PROVIICIAL TRADE NOTICES

leadinﬁ Mnnuhamra, Merchants,
., principal provincial towns
and industrial centre8 of the United
Kingdom.
A copy of the current edition will be
rwndp s fretg ¢ paid, on receipt of

| Postal Order for 20s.

Dealers seeking Agencies can advertise
Gbeirtmdemxdsgf'p.r £1, or hrgeld or-

| tisements from

THE LONDON DIRECTORY Co., lrd :

n. Mufc& Lcm, Londen; E. C,

5




