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THE GRAIN GROWERS’

The Larger Family

By J. S. Woodsworth

Secretary of the Canadian Welfare League

Ill.—The People’s Forum

In Winnipeg the forum movement is
extending rapidly and seems to be fiiling
a need that is becoming more clearly
recognized. It would appear that in the
“forum” we have discovered an institu-
tion that would be suited to our Western
communities where it could perform- a
most important function.

The ﬁrst_peoplo’s forum in Canada was
organized in North Winnipeg six years
ago in an attempt to draw i
together into helpful inter-
course the mixed foreign
population of that district.
This mother-organization
18 now a regularly incor-
porated body with a record
of years of successful work
and an experience that has
demonstrated something of
the possibilities of such an
institution. Half a dozen
other forums. have since
been organized and it has
been shown that the forum
is adapted to purely Eng-
lish speaking urban dis-
tricts. It remains to be
seen how far it will succeed
in the little towns and rural
districts. Our impression is
that once. tried out and

ossibly modified it will

ve found to be “just what
we were looking for” and that forums
will spring up all over the prairie.

The forum is simply a meeting for free
discussion and is open to everyone in the
district irrespective of nationality, re-
ligion, politics, social standing or sex,
men and women, Liberals and Conserva-
tives and Sociaiists, Protestants of all
denominations, Roman Catholics and
Jews, Canadians and foreigners all simply
as members of the community have an
equal right to be present and to participate
in the discussions and in the management
of the forum.

The forum breaks down the artificial
barriers that so seriously  divide our
Western communities. It takes people
out of their own little circle. It broadens
their interests and makes them tolerant
and sympathetic towards those who hold
views different from their own. It helps
to create a common interest, to develop
a community spirit and thus to prepare
the way for a more disinterested and
efficient citizenship.

Sunday Meetings

In Winnipeg the meetings are held on
Sunday afternoons. - This appears to be
the most suitable time. It does not
interfere with the regular church services,
it provides an interesting and profitable
way of spending the day devoted to rest
and higher interests, it attracts many
who do not attend frequently the ordinary
church services. Many churches are
now attempting to organize brotherhoods.
In many districts if each denomination
did this there would be half a dozen poorly
attended meetings. If the forum idea
was adopted there would be one well
attended meeting uniting on Sunday
those whose interests are during the
week practically the same. :

In Winnipeg, again, the meetings are
held in one of the splendid public school
buildings. The school belongs to the
community. Every citizen has an equal
right to the use of the building. The use
of a church or lodge room may l])l‘()judl(.'(',
some against the meeting. In the nchuol
everyone feels at home and under obliga-
tions to no one. More and more r)ur'}mbhc
schools will be used for all kinds of com-
munity activities.

A Wide Program .

The subjects discussed cover a wide
range. Last year’s program at the
People’s Forum in North Winnipeg in-
cluded the following:—

Mrs. Nellie L. McClung—“Women and

War.”
City Solicitor Hunt—“The Rate-payer
Pays.” :
Professor Stoughton—‘“The Gothic Cathe-
drals.”

F. J. Dixon—“The Land Speculator.”
Roderick McKenzie and others—‘“The

Rural Life Problem.” sl
Herman Saltzmann—‘The Social Demo-

cratic Movement.”

J. 8. Woodsworth

Health Inspector Hague—‘“The Housing
Problem.”
Dr. Bland—“God’s Family of the Na-
tions.”
Miss Francis Beynon and others—‘“The
Woman Movement.”
Rev. Father Blain—‘“The Planetary Sys-
tem.”
Geo. F. Chipman—‘Railway Nationaliza-
tion.”
T. A. Crerar—“The Can-
adian Banking System.”
The underlying 1dea is that
“views extensively held and
Ol!x)ini(mﬁ widely entertained
should be stated publicly
in the interest of u‘l.”
Some may object that
these are not religious
topics. In our earlier articles
we tried to show that the
distinction between sacred
and secular was artificial
and must be broken down.
We have left religion out
of our politics and econom-
ics, and what a mess we
have made of them! Sunday
18 none too holy a day to
devote to promoting a
higher type of citizenship
and securing greater justice
for those who now do not
2 have a chance to live out
thelr'hlghest and best lives. Even the
scentific lectures which the ordinary
workman would not have the opportunity
of hearing may lead men to broader
views and higher aspirations. The
Psalmist himself is responsible for the
statement that “the heavens declare the
glory of God.” Why, then, bar astron-
omy on Sunday?

Music

In addition to the lecture there are
often one or two musical items. There
are few who do not-enjey—good music.
The ordinary procedure is to have the
lecture followed first by questions and
then by discussion on the subject of the
lecture. A time limit is set 80 that while
everyone has a chance, no one will
monopolize: the time. The chairman
insists that there shall be no irrelevant
discussion.

No resolutions are permitted. Such a
proceeding would be contrary to the spirit
of the forum. The forum does not stand
for any particular policy or reform. It
is simply an open plulvz)rm. Twuth is
strong enough to take care of itself!

Membership in the forum is open to
any one interested who pays the small
fee which has been fnun(s necessary for
printing programs and other incidental
ex[mnneﬂ such, for example, as providing
a lantern for the illustrated lectures,

The management of the forum is in
the hands of a board elécted by the
members and which is really representa-
tive of all sections of the community. It
has been found necessary in the city to
have a musical committee, an ushers’
committee and a publicity committee,

A Basis of Citizenship

It is important that great care should
be given to the selection of the board of
management. Sometimes it is suggested
that there should be a federation of the
churches and that one or more members
should be appointed from each church.
Such an organization may be very good
but it is not in harmony with the forum
idea. It is still a church affair and in
practice it will be found impossible to
unite, say, Protestants and Catholics on
a church basis. These same Protestants
and Catholics will unite on the basis of a
common citizenship. 8o while there
should probably be a member of each
denomination on the board, let him come
not as a representative from his church,
but as a “representative man” in the
community. Similarly while the board
would include members of the various
political parties, these men—or women,
we should now say—would come simpl
as citizens, not as representatives of their
party. "I’fm is important, more important
than might appear. It is vital to the
forum idea. In the forum, denomination
and party are, as it were, for the moment
set aside. In attempting to find points of
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Your Glft Buyiﬁg can best
be done from Dingwall’s by Mail

YOU get a greater variety of choice. ” .

YOU make your selection comfortably by your own fireside.

YOU get better vnluol—runmood goods at reasonable E:ieu

YOU are sure of satisfaction—otherwise your money will be refunded.

YOU are given a catalogue free of charge that illustrates in actual colors and
bhcl and white the finest g we have in stock. :

YOU can order from us just as unllr and confidently as though writing to a
friend. Sit at your desk or table, write your wishes, mail letter to us,
and by the next mail a reply or the goods will go forward to you.

YOU are fully protected by our standard of business—'‘Thorough satisfaction

or your money refunded.
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G-201—Pearl Crescent Brooch. 10K.. ..

G-~200 — Pearl Star
Brooch with safety
catch and pendant

G-202—Pearl Fleur-de-lis Safe-
SO0 . Tl s $3.00

ring. 14K.. $5.00 ty Pin.
jiap ,
1 Write }
f i
{ - al once
{ for this |
| Coraligii | g ey g
| | gold-iled, set

G-208 — Gold-
filled Collar Pin
one name en-
graved . .$0.75

The .hlunntion shows the cover of our new(31916
Catalog The original) is¥ printed in e, ' A8
are many of the rings and brooches"shown in it;fthe
body of the book is filled with the finest black and
white illustrations of our goods that we could procure.
f you haven't received a copy o write,
l.nufyour "r;::u doul,‘dnn'd “dw‘elu— b'
one is forwa , post pa a ree rge.
return mail. Mention the Grain Growers' suidoy

D. R. DINGWALL

LIMITED
PORTAGE AVE. and MAIN ST.
MAIN ST. and LOCAN AVE.

Jewellers and
Silversmiths

Another Household Convenience

The best tea on earth will s ily d
to air and moisture. peedily deteriorate if exposed

The old lead wrappers for tea were good. But the world

moves, and a better way has been found. Heavy parch-

Ln:nt. impervious to moisture, dust-proof, air-tight, now
rings

BLUE RIBBON'
JHRTEA 94

to your home In perfect condition. ’An covering
almost impenetrable cartrld.o-p.;nr m ‘Ocurl::
doubly sure. No possible deterioration can occur.

You know “BLUE RIBBON TEA”—the best on the mar-

ket. N
kov-y o, look for the new packet—a. perfect wrapping

;

ADVERTISING Is the foundation of all successful enterprises. your o
ment appeared In these pages it would be read by over 54,000 e A
Patronize our advertisers—advertise yourself—and we will all be
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