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s BiE cOmmence ment, bas been with us in this en-

- this miseiable night, among serpesnts, scorpions
end centipgtles, which the fire within, snd the
beavy rain without, hed driven from their bid-
ing places. Buveral of our men were stung by
the scorpions, and bit by the snakes and ceoti-
pedes, none fatally. Bueh was our night: the
Rext morninglhcec-puhnﬂhdnmol woe ;
the train of artillery was sunk several feet M the
parth, and covered with water. To convey them

and the beavy stores to Dhuboy required the ut-

most exertion, snd with the assistance of ele-
phants could not be sccomplished in lees than
seven days, although only s distance of six miles.
—Sir George Seymour’s “ India” and its Cam-
paigns.
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Following Christ.

To every ome of his disciples Jesus saith,
# Follow me”: “I have given you an example,
that ye should do as I have done.” Peter also
declures of Christ, * Leaving us an example, that
yo should follow his steps.” The example which is
thus set before us, is in every respect perfccl.
None of Christs’ enemies, with all their ingenuity
and painstaking, could prove him guilty of one
act inconsistent with his claim to Divine Son-
ship ; and, even Judas, who had seen so much of
his Master’s public and private life, confessed,
with deep borror and overwhelming grief, I
have betrayed innocent blood.” Where beside
can we find a model that we may imitate, every
way safe—altogether perfect? Turn we to the
Patriarchs, or to the Prophets, or to the Apoe-
tles? Amid their many exocellencies, yet have
the ssored penmen recorded their defects, their
blemishes, their shortcomings. Abraham had his
imperfections ; witness his prevarication at Ge-
rar. Moses grieved God at Meribah. David’s
crimes were contessed by himself in his peuiten-
tial psalms.

How unsafe it would be to follow our feilow
men always, and in every particular. Bui, in
the person of our adorable Redeemer we find
every excellence, snd can say concerning him,
s He is the fairest among ten thousand, the ai-
together lovely. To him we must look for an
sxample of wondrous condescension, striking
bumility and meekness, untiring philanthropy g

deep sympathy, ready obedience, cheerful resig- | fiiends, but of /i/mer students especially to the |

mation, sad tender compassion for the cn-igg, the
zebellious, the wretched. He has taught us to
exercise toward our enemies a spirit of forbear-
ance and love ; to forgive their repeated provoca-
tions and injuries ; yes, even to love them—to do
them good—and to pray for them. Thus he act-
ed. When we were enemies he died for us ; and
§n the act of dying in the most painful and
shameful menner that his enemies could devise,
and while they exulted in his agonv, and delight-
ed in his ignominy,—he pitied them. He could

bave frowned them into hell. At his bidding
the earth would have opened and swallowed them
up, as were Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. But
no! Though in the embrace of death, he gave
one more siriking proof of his love and compas-

sion, while he prayed, * Father' forgive them,
they know not what they do.”

eye Proviniial Wesisgan.
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tho but Wi them 1 passsd the temainder of | itaformer sridentd e now honoursbly acquit-

ting (hemselves in various sphieres of usefuicess
and emoiument ; and that those who have gene
from Sackville to older acd higber Institutions, on
this Contient and 2cross ile Allantic, have
at once taken the Lesl positions, with credit alike
to themseives and *n their Alna :'u'd(v?r. We are
thaukful to the many friends who have most
generously sustained the Institution ; and if any
name is on record . as worthy of special honour
on thia zecount, it must bo that of its noble heart-
ed Feu . tbe lute CHARLEs F. ALLISON,
Esq., of precious memory, to whom it is unspeak-
ably isdebied, not merely for his manificent lib-
erulity, hut zs wel! for Lis many years of inces-
sant golicituce and unweasied labour on its be-
half.  He 5a rogping his reward. Others might
elan, in this conuection, be mentioned with great
propriety —some who have gone to rest, and some
who et remuin—as having been its warmly-at-
But without
any danger of invidious comparison, tbere is
one earnest toiler, who should be named ae being
worthy of ali respect and regard, to whose tal-
eats und indefatigable emergy the Institution-
owes very inuck,—snd who has afforded ample evi-
Jence of his admirable adaptation to the post he
bas 8o honourahiy snd effectively occupied for
tweenty-one years,—we searcely need say, we
refer to the esteemed Principal of the Academy
and President of Mount Allison College—the
Rev. H. Pickard, D. D. .

In closing these remarks we may observe, that
the numerous friends of Higher education in the
several Provinces will be gratified to leun,’kthll
our Collegiate Justitution, now in the seeond
year of its existence, is doing well, giving pro-
mise of vixour and cliicicncy, fully justifying the
expectations of its tnends, and affording confl-

: e
tached supporters snd patrons.

tended our Academic oprnu’ohu‘. will now, in
onr united Institutions of Academy and College,
with our enlarged educationa! tzcilities, be follow-
ed up by continued advancement and still great-
er success.

It affurde us great pleasure to give publicity to
the following notice ; heping that the anticipated
gathering wili be a large one, and this special
celebration, in its exercises and resuits, all that

could be desired : —

The Mount Aliison Wesleyan
Academy—Male Branoh.

My Dear Mr. Llitor,—The officers of this

Institution wish to call the attention of all it

fact that a period of twenly one years has now
well nigh elapsed, since the third Thursday in
January, A. 1). 1843, when ® wes first opene@l
for the recepiion of students. The {wenly first
Anniversary of this opening, it is proposed to
celebrate in appropriate exercises of & reliyions,
literary and socicl coaructer, on Thursday the
213t January 1564,

A very cordial invitation is extended fo all

former students to be present to aid in celebrat-

ing the day in becoming seyle.

The officers and students now resident, will
rejoice to be allowed on the approaching inter-
esting oceasion to greet to the old Academie
Homestead a very large company of the now so
widely scattered sons of the Institution. We
certainly hope to have some of each former year’s
company present and to have a very pleasant

When we are oppressed with cares, sssailed Jamily re-union.

by temptations, pérplexed by reason of difficulties,
when our faith, and hope, and obedience, and pa-
tience are tested, when the flames and the floode
th‘renl,en, when the storms of adversity are moat
violent,—then let us think of Christ, gaze upon
his lovely character, and ask, how he acted un-
der similar circumstances, and by following in
bis steps we shall either have deliversnce vouch-
eafed, or hear the Bpirit's voice assuring us, * My
grace is sufficient for thee ; my strength s made
perfect in weakness.”

Believers in Chbrist! walk untiringly in the
footsteps of your Lord. 8et him before you as
a pattern wortby of your daily study and imita-
ticn. By so doing you will secure icfallible
guidance, almighty protection, divine support,
sad o peace which passeth understanding. Be
imbued with the spirit of Christ; then will you
go forth strong in bis might, and exert an infiu-
euce for good in every sphere and cirele in which
by God’s providence you move. By your exem-
plary life and resemblance to the Saviour, you
will win others to his serviee, and allure from
the path jof sin to the way of holiness, those, who
are at enioity to Christ, and dead in trespasses
aod sios.

Who can calculate the amount of good the in-
dividual members of Ohrist’s church would ac-
complish, did they strive to be followers of God
88 dear children? Many would take knowledge
that they had been with Christ, and thus were
transformed by his grace and spirit: aod, com-
paring themselves with the disciples of Jesus
would discover their great distance from the
kingdon of God, and their need of the regene-
raling power of the Holy Ghost. Let Christians
thus appear amongst men, and how great the
light they would diffuse, and the spiritual bless-
ings they would confer! A holy Jife, a close
walking with God, a diligent imitation of Christ,
would cause the believer’s life to be more fra-
grant, aud his moral influence among men to be
greater than the most persuasive and eloguent
appeals, the most zenlous efforts, the most im-
portunaie prayers, where christian consistency is
Jacking. The argument drawn from the enjoy-
ments and holy practices of believers, in favour
of ibe reality and preciousness of religion, would
be unanswerable ; ‘and, thereby rebels to Christ
would be subdued, the tar off brought nigh to

God, and heaven peopled by redeemed souls, led

to lovs Carist by beholding His image reflected

in his followers. “ Let your light so shine before
men that they may eee your good works, and
glozify your father which is in heaven.”

Mount Allison Anniversary.

It is intended that the Twenty-first Anniver-
sary of the Sackville Academy, on Thursday the
21st day of January, shall be celebrated with ap-
propriate exercises. The occasion, to the friends
of the Institution, including former students,—
who are to be found in considerable numbers
tbroughout the Lower Provinces—will be invest-
ed with pecubsr interest, and will prove, we
deubt not, to sll who may be present, s season
of special ecjoyment snd mental refreshing. It
is scarcely neceasary for us to press upon the at-
teution of the friends of Mount Allison the great
cesirableness of having a large and enthusiastic
gatnering at this celebration, thereby to awakesn
suew, in the minds ard hearts of those who have
there enjoyed edwcational advantages, the plea-
#ant memories of by-gone years, leading to &
deeper appreciation of such advantages, and
prompting to increased zeal on behalf of an la-
etitution which has proved so wortby of the en-
couraging patronage it has received.

As Methodists, on looking back upon these
twenty-one yeurs of our educational work,we can-
not but feel our hearts stirred with devout thank-
fulness to the Most High, to whose goodness we
sre so much obligated, and whese Hand, from
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-7 A post-paid note or letter will be thank-
fully received by any one of the officers of the
Ianstitution from any former student, in order
that, if the writer expects to attend the Anniver-
sary, arrangements may be made for his accom-
modation while bere ; and that if he cannot at-
tend, definite infcrmation respecting him may be
given to his former associates who may meet
here next mornth, H. PICKARD.
Sackedlle, N, B. Dec. 10, 1863,

P. 8. We shall consider ourselves under spec-
ial obligation to any editors of papers in Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and P. E. Island who
will give early notice to their readers of our ap-
proaching Anniversary. H. P.

Dalhouvsic College—The Ca:ze
stated—The Course to be adopted.

DEAR SiR,—] have read with great interest
end satisfaction your articles on Daihousie Col-
lege, or, to speak more properly, the Preshy-
terien College in Halifex. You have discussed
the subjeet, ailow me to say, in a masterly man-
ner, aud you deserve the thanks of all the
friends of equal rights and privileges ; and they,
I thiok, comprise the mejority of the people of
this Province.

As a member of the Comwittee which was
appointed some time ag» o tase charge of this
busizess, with a view to an application to the
Legislature, should it Le deemed necessary, 1
am particularly anxious that the opinions of the
committee should be clearly stated, and that the
oourse they intend to adopt should be fully laid
before the public. \Wiinh your permisgion, there-
fore, I wili proceed 1o otter a few observations.

1. Let it be underetood, in the first place, that
the action of the cominiuee is based on no bos-
tility to any Presbyterian movement, as such, in
favour of education.  We rejoice in the activity
and zeal of that denominztion, and heartily bid
them God speed.

any other religious bodr, shonld adopt measures

But if the Presbyterians, or

by which an undue aad disproportcnate share of
the public money, appropriated to edncation,
way he obtaired, it is manifestly incumbent on
those who are desirius of fair dealing 10 inter-
pose their protest 2ud endeavour to restore the
equilib
2. Irie not necessary to nerrate the history
of Dalhovsin Collcge—its ups and downs—its
feella attempts to live —and 1ta long periods of
siumber. All this is pretty generaily knows. The
sum of £12750, [ may st=tc, has %heen spent oo
the hrilaing, ir g a loan o £5000 to the
Governoras, in 1823, pavment of which, prinei-
pal and interest, may I:2 demanded by the House
at any time. The ('ollege itsclf, I presume, was
intended at first to be a Provineis! Institution,
and hopes were entertained that it would become
eventually the College of the Province, or, per-

Rut when, on
the attempts to put it into
action, about twenty five yeurs sgo, three Pres-
byterian Professors were 8y pointed and Dr
Crawley,

haps, a Provincial University,
occasion of ona of

gentleman eminently quaiified for the
oftice, wus rejected ircausi he was not a Presby-
{eriun, it wns evident thut a design was formed
to sectariziine the whole atfair. The people saw
how the case stond, and for want of sympathy
and eupport the Coliege went down again.

3. Denominational education, so fur as the
higher branches ara concerned, is now sdopted
in Nova Scotia. Whether, genersliy speaking,
it is the best mode of accomplishing the ohjeer
in view, is not now the question. Buffice it to
say, that it i the plen prefercd in this Provinee,
and s0 deeply rooted is the conviction of its su-
periority to all other plans that there is no res-
son to believe it will be superseded. And it is
clear that so loug as (he denominations continue
to hold the principle, and to act upon it, there
can be no Provincial University.

sdwitted by statiemes

dence that the success which has so steadily at-!
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in 1849, in a somewhat modified form ; but the
Hoo. Mr. Howe, st that time Provincial Secre-

ing the attention of the arteritic, afford pleating
variety, ad there are appropriate mottoes teem-

g on, reminding them of their mercies,
and their obligations. He spoke kiadly to the

' tary, and who, six years before, had been in fa- | ing with wit and wisdom. A glance at the good | youth, a large number of ‘Wwhick ‘ware premeni,

| vour of it, spoke strongly on the other side. The | things which crowd the tables is cufficient for us {and encouraged them to engage in Missionary

denominational Colleges, he remarked, had been;
. established and sustained, and ““could not be
'swept away without violence to &' part of the
| population.” He saw that the denominational
i.prindplo was firmly embedded in the minds of
 the people, and that any interference with the ex-
| inting Colleges would * rouss up a stream of op-
position throughout the country.”

4. 1 come now to the action of the Legisiature
in the spring of this year. A bill was brought
in, “ for the regulation and support of Dalhousie
College,” and was burricd tbrough the House
| with skilful quietness. The second clause con-
tains a provision to this effect—that * any body
of Christisns of any religious persussion whatso-
'.vaf,' endowing snd supporting one or more
chairs or professorships, at the rate of 1200 dnl-
Jars a yesr each, may nomigate a Governor for
each professorship, and the profeseor himself.
Now, the framer or framers of this Bill knew very
well that all the denominations were provided
with Colleges of their own, some of them pos-
sessing Collegiate powers. It was equally well
{ known thst so long as these Institutions existed,
Dalhousie College could not become a Provincial
University—and that the denominations were
fully bent on maintaining them. The only thing
to be done was to construct the Act in such a
maoner that any denomination might transfer
its funds to Dalhousie, sink itself in Dalhousie,
or sink Dalhousie in i¢, and thus obtain, for that
denomination, the adrantage derived from Dal-
housie’s income (£900 a year ); placing it, in that
respect, and at the expense of the country, far in
advance of the other Institutions.

3. But, by what denomimation snever this
| course should be adopted, the effect would be to
| make Dalbonsie a denominational College, It
[the Baptists hed transferred to it their funds,
{and given up Acadia, Dalhousie would have be-
come a Baptist College. If either the Episco-
palians, or the Methodiats, had done the same,
it would have been transformed into an Episco-
palian or a Methodist College. And this, by tLe
way, is all that either of the Denominations
could do, since no one of them is strong enough
to endow a professorship in Dalhousie, besides
supporting the denominational College. Nor
would either of the denominations, if they had
the power, be guilty of an act so absurd, not to
say suicidal.

8. The Presbyterians were the only religious
| body that could mccept the offer. In fact, it
would not be difficult to prove that the Act was
drawn up by some of themselves, aud for their
exclusive benefit. The Presbyterian Church of
Nova Scotia bad their College at Truro, but it
possessed no Collegiate powers. The Presbyte-
rians of the Established Church of Scotland had
no College. Both these branches of the Pres- |
byterian body desired a College, in the full sense
of that term. They have united their strength
for the purpose, and availed themselves of the
above cited clause of the Act. By this opera-
tion Dalhousie College is in their hands, withall
its funds and property, and is now a Presbyte-
rian College, as really and truly us if would hare
been a Baptist, an Episcopulian, or a Methodist
College, had either of those denominations taken
the step which the Presbyterians have taken.

7. The grievance, then, is this—that one deno-
mination has come into possession of the pro-
perty which belongs to all, and is thus unfairly
placed on vantage ground. But it is said—

your professorship, and you will have your own
professor there, and your denomination will be
represented.” The replyisat hand. The other
denominations could nof take advantage of the

joys of a series of Missionary Meetings. I com-

in thal department. ‘

Now for the intellectual treat! The chairis/
occupied by the Rev. Mr. Nicolson, the minister |
in charge, and very genially and very gracefylly |
does he discharge the duties of the cecasion.|
The Rev. W. Temple, an aged veteran of Me-|
thodism—one of the men to whose sagacious |
mird and successful labours, these Colovies ore |
largely indebted, gave the first address. ITis/
Lumour is fresh and flowing as in his youlhful!
duys, sod all listened with delight to this \-enor-!
sble and much esteemed miuister of Christ. John |
MacMorran, Eeq., who is favoursbly known in|
reercantile and philantbropie circles, and who i, |
we understand the Superintendent of the school, |
is next ealled upon, and spesks in his happiest |
style. He does not seem much the worse for|
work or wear, and, full of fire and fervour, he is |
evidently aiming more st the heart than the !
head. We learn from him that the school is in |
8 very satisfactory condition, having a staff of |

sented books to the library to the value of #33, |

and that Miss Brookfield had recently presented 1 ment originated ! Let us hope that each box | ieces of siiver was not so guilty. * It was more
thirty volumes, for which they were deeply in-| will come to their next anniversary we!l furnish- | hiy misfortune than his fault,” says our aathor.
debted. The proceeds of the present meeting | ed with precious treasure! We will now step | [n their hostility to the Guspel, sceptics seek an
would be devoted to the same ohject. The Rev. | over th Country to Old Perlican. I will com-|exéuse for the most shameful crimes ! - Judas
Mr. nom-‘lht Rev. Mr. Elder, and the Rev. | municate further intelligence of our tour as ear- ‘ Iscuriot was then an honest man at heart ; his

Mr. Narraway aleo addreseed the meeting. The ‘
last named Rev. geatieman,who is widely known |
beyond Wesleyan circles, has recently returned
to hie charge, after an absence of some months
in Kurope. His massive and compact thoughts
wrapt in those exquisitively formed sentences
which flow so spontaneously from his lips, zre
to us a treat both rich sad rere.

Jas. Johneon, Fsq., and Thomas Potts, Esq.,
were among the speakers, and, judging from their
excellent and fluently uttered remarks, are accus-
tomed to extempore speaking. A dialogve
recited by young ladies connected with the con-
gregation gave variety to the exercises. Tke
meeting closed to the satisfaetion of ail present,
and a handeome sum was realizsed in bebalf of
the funds of the 8abbath-school Library.

A FrigNp or Bassatu ScHooLs,

Missionary Meetings, Nf'ld.

xo. 1.
It is my pleasing duty fmposed by my breth-
ren—agsin to inform the Wesleyan family, of
the difficulties and dang the and

municate this information all the more cheerful-
ly, having caught something of the Missionary
epirit, with which the Methodistic world has of
late, been so bappily excited : My own heart has
felt strange yearnings, while I have read the
Christ-like words, and scanned the noble deeds,
of our fathers and friends, who live across the
great waters. I hope, that our Church in these
Provinees, both in its Ministers and members,
will receive a fresh impetue, from the liberal and
holy example of our loyal ancestry, and go forth
in every walk of useful toil, and into the sur-
rounding derkness and death, “ Fuir as the
moon, clear as the sun, snd terribie as an arm
with banners.”

On Monday, the 8th inst., I left OQld Perlican,
in company with Rev, Jos. Butcliffe, of Hants
Harbour, for Black Head. We commenced our

“You, too, may come in if you please ; endow |journey st 11 o. m., amid circumstances rather|

insuspicious. The rain was descending some- |
what freely, and the heavens looked black at|
every doint, as though they had in store a sec-|
ond deluge. We bad not travelled far before 1
ventured 10 suggest the propriety of * beating a

Act, retaining their own Institutions, if they
would—for want of means :—they wouid not, if |
they could, becsuse they have determined to re-|
tain and advance those Institutions. The eon-f
trivers of the Act were fully aware of all this, |
and shaped their measures accordingly. l

8. What then is to be done ? There is but |
one remedy. The grievance has been created |
by the Legislature j—it must be redressed by|
the same body. We must call for an amerc-
ment of the Act,—such a revision as shall place |
ali parties on an equality, and prevent any re-
currence of a like evil in fature.. ‘This ean only
be done by petitions, which are now prepared,
aud will be forwarded to suitable persons through-
out the country, in order to procure signatures.
Persons of all denominations will be invited to |
take part in the movement.

9. The debt remains to be considered, The
Governors of Dalhousie College, as hss been al-
ready stated, owe the province £5000, lent them
forty yeare ago. Itis high time to settie that
account. The funds held by the Governors are
pledged for the debt, and there is besides a lien
on the building. Our petitions comprise the
payment of the debt, with whatever interest may
now be due, respecifully ssking the Legislature
to require such payment, and L appropriate the
fands thenee arising, or the interest of the same,
to our Colleges. That it appesrs to us, would
be the wisest and fittest appropriation.

10. Such is the position taken by us. We
expect the sympathy and aid of all denomins-
tions, the Presbyterians themselves not excepted ;
many of whom, it cannot but be believed, sc-
knowledge the unfairness of existing arrange-
ments, and are willing to assist in the endeavour

retreat.” But no; Bro. 8. conld not look back, |
and he smiled as though to chide me for con-
ceiving a thought so pusillanimous. To return

enterprise. It became manifest st a very early
stage of the meeting, that the true Missionary
spirit was moving in the hearts of both speakers
snd hecarers. A Divine influence came down

upon the souls of the Ministers, and pervaded |

the whole assembly. 1f I am not mistaken, there

were some appropriate, some exccllent, [ will go |
still further, some eloquen: specches, made that,

evening. Indeed, ssch was the unction of the
Hocly One that rested upon us, and such was the

glorious field opened Lo us by the various Reso- i

lutione, that it would have been a far greater
trial to have remuined silent than to speak. Be-

fore going to Church Mr. Lewis appeared to he |

somewhat fearful, with regard to pecuniary-re-

sults. His fears, however good the logic upon !

which they were founded, all, at length vanished
« |ike the baseless fabric of a vision.” The col-

lection, like the Mission Box of his own son, was |
io advance of last year. sThe Mission Box of |
master John Lewis, has been doing good service |
some thirty teachers, and some two hundred chil- | to the cause for a number of years. Such indeed | visions.
dren in regular attendance. He informs us that | has been the success of this youthful miscionary, |
John Boyd, Esq., London House, who regretted | that another twepty boxea are about to be put '1 | Yycariof.
his inability to be present, had generously pre-!m!ion by the children of the settlement. All|sevcrely judged by the apostles and by pos-

henour to the man, with whom this noble move- |

ly possible. Yours truiy, !
JonN WATERHOUSE.

November, 1863, |

Renan’s Life of Jesus.

The French correspondent of the N. Y. ()b-
server gives the following account of s Ration- |
alistic or infidel work that has excited some in- |
terest on the Continent of Lurope, the Life of
Jesus, by M. Renan, published a few monthes
since : —

Although the French people pay much more
altention to political than to religious matters,
the enlightened cissses in our country are at pre-
sent deeply interested in the publication of a new l
Life of Jesus. This work exaites the curiosity |
of readers, and several thousund copies have been |
sold iu a few days. |

The author, M. Renan, is an ingenicus man, |
who has gained great reputation by the elegance
and variety of his style. He belongs to the
pantheistic school and neglects no opportunity to
attack the great doctrines of Christianity. He

was appointed, two years sgo, professor of the |
Hebrew language in the College de France, the |

wost noted academical school in Paris. But he
only gave one lesson ; for in his opening address

he disputed the divinity of Jesus Chbrist, and |
this csused such earnest remonstrances cn the |

part of pious persons that the professor was re-
quested not to enter the pulpit again.

" —
‘e, Meanwhile Lasaras reered his bealth.
But when ths two sisters learned that Jesus bad
come, they persuaded Lszarus to be shut upin a
tomb,or a dark cave, as if he were dead ! It was &
trivmph which Martha and Mary planned for a
their friend ? Jesus was the dupe of this strategy !
He belicved sincerely that Lazarus was dead,
and on beholding him arise from the tomb at the
sound of his voice? he imsgined, with the other
Jews, that it was a real resurrection! M. Renan
does not shiink before the clear and exact de-
tails in the ix. Chap. St. John; to him they are
more legends which have no historic value, and
the miracle is annulled !

The same with the miracles of the loaves and
fieher, related by the four Evangeliste. Nothing
ia moie natural and more simple, according to
M. Renen. Jesus set the example of a oharit-
ablie liberality, by commanding his disciples to
distributa the bread which they had brought with
them amoig the people who, moved by a noble
emulation, brought out also the bread that was
in their bage and did the®same. Thus ell the
multitude were fed without any miraculous in-
tervention : it was only a mutual sharing of pro-

8o alvo, M. Renan pleads in favor of Judas
According to his ideas Judas was too

terity. This traitor who sold his master for thirty

only fault was that of circumstances !

As to Pilate he could not have done otherwise
than he did ; for the Romans sought, before
everything else, to strengthen their authority in
Judea, and foreign governments needed the aid
of the chiel priests to gain the popular good
will !

But the resurrection of Jesus Christ himeelf,—
that resurrection which is confirmed by all the
apostles, M. Renan pretends was the effect of an
hallacination ! Mary Magdalen, exalted by her
devotion to the Saviour who had pardoned her
sins, imagined she saw him living and heard his
voice ; it was a dream, an illusion of her fancy!
But the apoatles themselves, were théy eleo in-
fatuated ? M. Renan stops at this question, and
does not answer it. He will take it ap in a se-
cond volume, examining the book of the Acte
and the origin of the Christian Church.

It is enougli. You know now the opinions of
this infidel writer. It is to be hoped that so
many absurd and wicked inventions will open
the eyes of rationalistic pastors who bave adopted
and extolied M. Renan as their guide. In any
case, religious men are warned, and they will see
that this pretended theological science would
destroy ull religious faith.

Baptism.

An Frercise read at a Monthly Meeting of

To make amends for this silence, M. Renan
announced that he would write 8 Life ¢f Jesus,
This work was awaited with great impaticnce by
rationalists and infidels. At last it has appeared,
and as your correspondent, I cannot pass over 1n
silence such an important event.

You know how indignant Protestant England
was at the negations in the Essays and Reviews,
and also those of Bishop Colenso. But the hooks
of these English gentlemen secm reasonable and
almost orthodox in comparison to M. Renan’s
work. This latter person does not hesitate to
place among the list of legends and fubles all thet |
relates to the divine person and miraculous works ;

strained within any limit, and your Theodore |
Parker would appear sound by the eide of our |
French writer. We are persusded, however, |

Ministers.

(Conecluded )

supplied for the purpose, * necdeth rot
wash his feet, bur is clesn every w
plainly teaches that the full spiri
effectually symboiired Ly the
small portion of water to a p:

cleaning i
ication of o
{ the body,
and that it is no wise necessary either that o
large quantity of the purifying element shoylq
be employed, or that the entire body should be
placedin it. \Whether th e, the one Sacra-
ment, or the other be ¢ msidered, or the spiri-
tual design of the outward and visible element
it is obviously of no moment, whether & large
quantity of water is used in baptism, or only so
much, as is sufficient for sprinkling a part of the
body. Reasoning from analogy, the danger of
abuse, and that in various ways, would seem to
be incident to the employment of an abun.
dance of element rather than the contrary,*
Hence one (Witsius) very properly remarks,
* The communion in the thing signitied shouly
not be rated by the quantity of the exter
nal sign. * A little drop of water may no less
seal the abundance of divine grace in baptism
than & small morsel of bread,and a .p..,;,,g'
draught of wine in the Holy supper. At Duds-
12. It is now fully time that this prescribed
article should be brought to a close. The nature
of the subject, and its importance to the pro
gress of true religion, would more than Justily
the preparation by competent persons of mauy
elaborate articles. It would be unwisely abrupt
to close this Fssay without more distinetly re-
ferring to the holy ends of baptism, which wil]
inevitably suggest a fow observations in refer-
ence to its appropriate solemniration.
13. Baptism is at once the initiatory ordinance
into the visible Church of Christ ; and the act
whereby wo enter personally into the covenant
of grace. The old covenant had undeniably its
initiating ceremony, and thereto baptism bas
succeeded. Unless baptism be regarded as suc.
oceeding to Circumcision in this respect, the new
and better covenant will be denuded of any initi-
ating solemuity whatever, since the Lord’s supper
does not possess that character, but it is a sacra-
ment for regular and habitual observance for the
edification and comfort of true believers in
Christ. This would be contrsry to analogy.
Herce, as the entrance into the Jewish church
was by circumcision, so entrance into the visible
Christian church is by baptism. Its administra.
tration is prescribed to those who are made dis-
oiples, and as such, confess Christ before mey,
Hence too it obtains ite federal or covenanting
character, and it is rightly considered a mystery,
or sacrament. In the covenant of grace, (iod
engages to bestow on his obedient peopie, all
blessings which are necessary for their sanctifi-
oation and salvation. They are to be reconciled
unto God—adopted into his fimily—to enjoy
access to him in prayer—and generally to bave
an assured interest in that exhaustless plenitude
of blessing—which is the Sum of the Covenant
that Jehovah will be a God to them, and they
shall be to him a people. Of this holy, benevo-
lent, comprehensive engagement baptism: is the
appointed sign. It holds forth the washing
away of sin by the blood of Christ—and the
pouring out of the Holy Spirit. 1t is also a seal

| 1L Concerning the Juantity of the element
| recessary to be used in this ordinance, a few
woids only shall be spoken. The seatiments of
some ou this subject are largely influeneed by
their belief that the word employed by our Lord,
denotes such a submerging of the person or thing
in Baptism, as to require its being whglly placed
| therein, and covered thereby. It is not however
| contended, except by incautious disputants, that
the word Baptism, is inapplicable to any case of
welting except by immersion or dipping. Only
the less wise will assert that nothing, no person

{ of the Saviour. His bold scepticism is not re- | cun be baptized but by total submersion in the

clement.  The use of the term in Scripture for-
bids this narrow meaniug of the word. It is
conceded that baptism often denoied a washing,

[ that such a diuribe.mll do, in the enid, more good i but persons, and thiugs might be, and were suf-
[ than evil, because its attacks are so grosely ex- | ficiently washed by other modes of applying

was now impossible, so onward wc pushed ae | sggerated. Voltaire himeelf, I believe, would | water, and not necessarily by dipping, or bury-

caimly and plessantly, as though tbe sun was|
shining, and everything around us was the most |

have condemned such excess. :
The title adopted by M. Renan for his book is |

ing the person or article therein. Thus the
Israeliies are said to have been baptised unto

exhilirating. A little before 1 o’clock, we arriv- | the same as that which the famous doctor Btrauss | Moses ir the cloud, ard in the sea. 1 Cor. x. 2.

ed ot lsland Cove. Here, we haited, and were I
refreshed ; here we waited until the weather
changed and brightened, and here also we re- '
ceived an addition to our cavalcade.

After resting about two hours we resumed our
journey, with Bro. Shenstone for our companion.
We now, with considerable energy, and with
unflagging vivacity,hastened toward Black Head.
Though the roads, by the recent showery weath-
er, were in many places rendered disagreeable,
for either pedestrians or equestrians, yet the in-
| convenier.ce was allowed to pass unnoticed. One
| of our party, at least,got pretty weil be-spattered
| with mud, end bedsubed with mire, still there
' was not one word of regret spoken, or the least
approach made toward grumbling. The journey
throughout, was the pleasantest I remember t.ol
have made up the north shore of Conception Bay.
We arrived in Blackhead shortly before the duy
began to sink into the shades of mnight. ‘fwo
members of the Deputation, Rev. J. Winterboth-
am, and Rev. C. Ladner, were the first with
whom we had the pleasure of interchanging sal-
utations. We found our respected Chairman as
full of kindness as ever, but he could not on ac- |
count of severe domestic afiliction, accommo- ;
date the Deputation. This lack was partly sup- |
plied, for the friends with whom ge stayed, were
in hospitality and attention, all that we could

to procure an equitable settlement of the b

11. The political parties, I am aware, have
taken some. interest in the affair, the Liberals
dbeing desirous of favouring the Presbyterien
Cburch of Nova Scotis, the Conservatives being
equally anxious to please the Established Church |
of Sootland. But there are honourable men oa}
bothsides, apd they will see that this is not to be
treated as @ party question. Our stetements are
true—onr d ie are re ble. We shall
have an impartial hearing and a *“ good deliver-
ance.” Yours, &e.,

O~NE oF THE COMMITTEE.
Deceinher 9, 1883,

Exmouth 8t. Soiree, 8t. John, N. B.

MR. Eprror,—Though not a member of tho!
Exmouth St. congrégation, I am deeply interest-
»d in ite welfare and prosperity. As1 hap-
pen to know e little of their doings, you will
excuse me in troubling you with & few lines.
[ think it well to encourage those who toil so un- |
weariedly for the moral and spiritus| welfare of
ihe community, more especially those whose ob-
ject is to promote the well-being of the rising
generation. The Exmouth St. Sabbath School
win the centre of a neighbourhood which is
‘hickly populated, rich in material for moral and
ipititual culture, and affording ample scope for
teligious and regenerative effort. The school-
room is a neat and commedious edifice, standing
n the rear of the church, but fronting on Brus-
sels St. It has been recently ereeted at a cost,
{ sm informed of from $1600 to $2000. The
lee-meeting to which I wish especially to nbrl
#as held on the 24th uit. The room, as we en-
er is already thronged with friends, and hap-
sy and handsome faces greet our view on every

| on their way. They arrived at their destination

possibly desire. The reput of the natives
of this Colony, for warm-heartedness, and friend-
ly care, was weoll sustained. [ must now leave
Black Head. The duty of reporting the charac- |
ter and success of the Missioaary meeting there, |
bas been well discharged by another. I may,
bowever, without treading upon the liberties of
my brother, or snatching the prerogative from his
hand, be permitted to say one word, with respect
to my own persomal feelings, as an actor
in the scenes, viz., my own soul was greatly re-
freshed, I felt that God the Holy Ghost was
with us, and that heaven was about ua.

Toward evening on 1uesday, two of the De-
putation, Bros. Sheustone and Sutclifie, return-
od to Island Cove. Shertly after they left Black
Head, the rain commenced descending ia tor-
rents ; but they—true veterans as they are, held

sometime afler sun-set baving had the benefit of
an incessant shower. On Wedneedsy morning,
with bright, if not cloudless beavens overhead,
Bro. Ladner, and myself, with the Chairman for
our leader, prepared to follow them. On reach.
iog Island Cove, we were glad to find that they
were not disabled for further immediate service,
by the storm they had encountered the previous
day. We were soon dismounted, and all quite
comfortable ia the cosy parlour of the Mission
House. Qur grievances, were s00n all redressed,
sod our wants abundantly supplied. Many
dsughter.

At the hour appointed, the bell, with a clear
ringing voice, called the people to their Mission-
ary meeting. No sooner had it deliveped its
messege, than they flocked to the church, and
the deputation stood prepared for duty, The
service was opened shout 7 p. m. John Lewis,

JE& It is impossible not to feel the thyill of
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published in Germany 20 to 25 years ago. But
the two authors are very different in their lan-
guege and reasoning, slthough they both come
Lo the same conditions. Strauss makes a great
display of science, after the custom of theclo-
giane beyond the Rhine; he is prolix, embar-
rassed, obscure, and we hardly understand how
the beautiful ladies of Berlin and Halle had the |
petience to read his book through. M. Renan,
on the contrary, puts science aside, he is brief,
concise, full of graceful descriptions of Nazareth, |
Bethlehem, the lake of Gennesaret and Jerusa. |
lem, which places be has carefully visited and
examined with his own eyes. He has taken care
to intersperse his eriticisms with touching nar-
ratives. His Life of Jesus reads like a romance,
and indeed it is & romance in every sense of the
word. The author, as you will soon see, invents
every sort of pretext to do away with all that is

Yet in Ex. xiv. 16, 1t is promiscd the children of
Isruel siinil go on dry ground, they walked on
dry Isnd in the midst of the sea, which David
explaine (P’s. Ixxvii. 17), when speaking of the
same memorable occurrence he says, “ The
clouds poured out rain.” The rain washes the
ground, and all it fulis upon, but not by immers-
ing it, rather, by sprinkling. Again the Lord
Jesus bad said, John truly baptizsed with water,
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost,
not many days hence. John had before said
(Matt. iii. 11) that Jesus should baptize with the
Holy Ghost. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is
often referred to in divine prophecy, but the pro-
phets never speak of dipping, plunging, or im-
mersing in the Holy Ghost. They speak very
plainiy, yet they never utter any worde of such
weaning. Thus, Is. xliv. 3, “ I will powr my
apirit oo thy seed.” Ia, xxxii. 13, “ uatil the

miraculous in the Gospels.

spirit b poured out.”.- So Esekiel zxxzix. 29,

He beging, in his preface, by denying peremp- | for 1 have poured om,',l{uy spirit—and Joel ii, 28,
torily the reality of the supernatural element. |I wil pour oat my spirit upon all flesh. Surely

According to him, nothing is supernatural. He
never saw a dead person brought to life ; there-
fore, the resurrection of the dead is a fable!
Before believing in it he would have to see, in
the Medical 8chool in Paris, a dead man restor-
ed to life, and even then M. Renan declares that
he would still have doubts! The same miracle
would have to be repeated several times, with
the most authentic proofs, in order to convinde
him! Indeed, M. Renan does not admit the
existence of a personal and living God ; he be-
lieves entirely in the working of natural laws,
and so necessarily rejects the miracles related by
the Evangelists.

He regards Jesus Christ as the son of the peo-
ple, s man naturally pious, moral, candid, io-
genuous, who had car.fully read the Scriptures of

the Old Testament, espccially the prophecy of [

Lsaiah, but he did not receive much of un educa-
tion. He was at first timid, and presented him-
self with trembling before John the Baptist, the
austere man, the giant of prophecy ! But gradu-
dlly, Jesus became more bold, he persuaded him-
self that his mission was divine ; and when some
of the infatuated Jews called him Christ or the
Messiah, be shared their illusion ! For the rest,
be knew nothing of the history of contemporary
times. While all the nations were st peace, he
said that they were ot war; and heving never
entered the palaces of princes, he was struck only
by the magnificenee of their dwellings and cloth-
ing! He thought, spoke, acted like a simple
rustie !

Jesus sttractad many of the poor around him,
because he preached that riches should be shared
in common! Thus M. Renan explaina the his-
tory of the young rich man. (Matt. xix. 16-23.)
This young mun was commanded to bring all
that be had and put it in the common treasury,
and when he refused to do it, he was excluded
from the Kingdom of Heaven! Such is M
Renan’s method of interpretation.

But how does he explain, for example the
miracle of the arising of Lezarus,which wook place
before o large assembly of Jews, (Joba ix.)
lu&mmmhmhﬁmh
the reply of M. Renan ; but I think it is well that

these promises would not lead to the expectation
{of an immersion #s indispensible to their amplest
fulfilment, by the gift of the Holy Ghost. Whe-
ther we regard these words as accomplished by
Jesus, when he 8o significantly breathed upon
his disciples, and thus imparted to them the Holy
Ghost—or on the following feast of 1’entecost,
when there appeared cloven tongues as of fire,
and sat upon the disciples, and they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit, the promised baptism
with the Holy Ghost was not by immersion nor
| submersion, but by affusion, a pouring out, and
| falling upon its blessed subjects. Yet this Jesus
| calls to baptize—consequently baptism does not
| easentially require s surrounding of the body,
by the baptizicg element. Were the instances
given of baptism in the Acts of the Apostles,
which was sometimes inmediately on the profés-
sion of fdith in their hearers—sometimes in the
pight—and in dwelling bouses—sometimes when
the candidates, and the administrator were jour-
neying—and sometimes whole houscholds were
| baptized in the same hour—fully investigated it
would appear extremely probable—if not indu.
bitably certain—that primitive Christian baptism
was often administered by sprinkling, pouring,
or other modes of affusion, and peither invaria-
bly, nor generally, /" af all, by immersion. On
| these grounds aud others of a like nature, we
entertain the full belief, that baptism may be
thoroughly effected by the application of water
to the body, by pouring, or by sprinkling. - - -

To this may be added, what, has ever appeared of
great consequence, that as in the Sacrsment of
the Lord’s supper a little wine is as significant
as much, 80 in baptism, a handful of water is as
significant as a whole river. It is wisely held
that a small portion of bread and -wine, lhl't is
of the * matter” of the Euehll’il.i""“".m
| as symbols of the spiritual provision on which
| worthy communicants feed by faith : The Apos-

+|tle Paul, in writing to the Corinthian Churcb,

exposes and condemns the abuse of that boly
| Institution, by the partakers eating to satisfy
hunger and drinking to excess. When Peter,
instructed by our Lord in the edifying spiritusl
depign of bis washing the disciples feet, cried
out, in the fervour of his affection “ not my feet

but also hands, and my head "—the

of the covenant, for being done by the authority
of Christ, it is & constant pledge of his un,
changeable, gracious intentions. By our sub-
mission to the ordi we aept, and make
ourselves parties to the covenant of grace and
salvation. We thus require a valid claim to its
blessings, and bind ourselves to fulfil ite condi-
tions. Besides, baptism by its solemn form of
worde, authorized by the Head of thie Church, is
s standing testimony to the doctrine of the Holy
Trinity, and the offices of each of the divine
persons in the economy of redemption. The
name is ome, not names ; the Persons Three,
Father, 8on, and Holy Gbozt, each of whom is

manifestly represented as co-equal, because
the common objects of trust, obedience and
worship ; and the source of hlessing. Thas is

the absolute unity, and divioe character of the
Sacred Three, unequivoc..ly marked in a rite by
which they become our onc and only God ; and
we become bis people ! !

14. These brief remarks on the great desigs
of baptism may seem to indicate the sacred, and
high siguificancy of the ordinance. God is
greatly to be feared in the assembly of his saints,
and is to be had in reverence by all them that
are round about him, and that draw nigk unto
bim. It has been from time immemorial the
cause of lamentation to holy, laborious ministers
that much of the deportment of Christians in re

ference to baptism, has been culpably misbecom-
ing the solemnly interesting occasion. 1f the
position of highest sacredness be conceded to the
eucharist, as evoking our tender thankfulsess,
love, adoration snd praise ; the exercise in wor-
ship of all our redeemed powers, the service of
baptism is enly second thereto. To this ordi-
nance Jesu¥ bimself submitted, By it the candi-
date becomes an acknowledged member of his
Church which he ransomed with his own most
precious blood—He becomes incorporated with
that body of which the eanctified of all ages are
members, and the eternal Son of God is the
head, the life, the glory. By baptism an immor-
tal creature is understood to be consecrated to

the ever blessed God—and edmitted into the
fellowship of all that have made God their por-
tion ; and to whom he engages to be all suficient

for their eternal happiness. Ought not  service

of such gracious magnificence and spiritusl dig-

nity to be celebrated with more than ordinary

seriousness and ;nyor, and such a degree of
intelligent,ardent,holy zeal as shall indicate that

it is indeed regarded as an awful, joyful privil-

ege for the soul—our true, and precious selves

—aud that it has respect also to God our Crestor,

who is All,and in All, to our employments,habit,

and hopes in time, and to our destiny to eterss|

ages. A saoramental service of so great impor-

tance ought to be most highly honoured, for it
itself, its relations and issues, it is indeed most

honourable.

18. Herein infivite mercies are sealed m‘the
faithful, and their seed. It is 8 sign of Admiulfm'i
a door of entrance to the Congregation of Christ
flock, and to a recognised interest in the no¥
Jerusalem. It is not therefore & business to b
executed oniy when no other employment de-
mands attention, which has often led to a burt-
ful postponement, and to a careless performanict:
What a mercy siould a Christian parent see, for
bis child in & sscrament which seals to bim the
virtue of the blood of Christ, for 'z removal ol
guilt and pollution. What & joy it should be to
know that with our offepring the great Father
of spirits is pleased to enter into covenant rela-
tions for their endless exaltation and advantage
If we were devoutedly wise, to make a right use
of the occasion, we might learn as much st s
baptism as from a sermon, besides how great it
the obligation to which the Baptized dedicste
themselves ; to cease from sin, to serve the Lord
Christ—and to seek God’s glory in all thing*
Thus wé become a separated people, & sanotified
people—the people of God ! Does vot this de-
mand deep engagedness of mind ? Should not
this make us more than willing, yea, esrnést
desivons that all Christ's people should wnite i
prayer for the buptised, aad for thoss naturslly
related to them, and who have the noﬂ'll“""
in them ? Thus performed baptism, in every
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