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western front have been of such a
character as to confirm an opinion
that has long been growing, that

man for man, gun for gun, the Allies

are far superior to Germany and that |

will beat her. How
all calculations there
stands the impressive figure of
America and unless there comes a
sudden and unexpected break-up of
Germany, the inner feeling today is
that we in Europe will have to mark
time until Amerioa's million
arrive the firing line to
the final and decisive blow
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ever, behind
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Philip Gibbs i New York Times

Press Headquarters France
June 8 I have never seen the spirit
of victory real and vi
among great bodies of British troops
since this war began shines in
the eyes of the officers and
today up in the fighting zone and the
flelds and below Wytschaete
and Messines, where they are rest
ing and sleeping after the battle,
regardless of the great noise of gun
fire which still is about them.

The men have a sense of the great
achievement something big and
definite and complete in their cap-
ture of Messines Ridge. They know
how formidable it was to attack, and
they count their cost—the price of
victory as extraordinarily light.
Many brave men have fallen, and
along the roads come many ambu
lances where prone figures lie with
their soles up as a reminder that no
battle may be fought without this
traffic flowing back, but the propor-
tion of the lightly wounded is high
and the number of wounded amaz-
ingly low among most battalions.

I met one company of Irish today
who took their goal without a single
casualty and marched into Wyts-
chaete without firing a shot. That
was a rare episode, but on all sides
I hear with astonishment that the
British losses were so small con
sidering the immensity of the task.
It is this which makes the men glad
of victory—not having it clouded by
such heavy sacrifices of life as in
the battle of the Somme. All along
the way to Wytschaete, where I went
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shelled to death., But |

a8 though expecting a raid from one |

point the enemy only
around a group of mine craters
from which the British had been
withdrawn because their shafts,
packed with explosive, were ready to
be touched off at dawn.

barraged

In one mine crater
Germans a shaft ran
called Berlin Shaft

Berlin, according to the Australians
who dug it Above it
was half a company of Germans, and
when the mine was blown at dawn

not a man escaped

held by the
underneath
the way to

months ago

Beyond was Dam Strasse, where
the had deep trenches and
strong emplacements in a hollow, so
that the British Generals were afraid
there, but
they found nothing but
frightful ruin, obliterating
trenches and redoubts, and
who still lived there shouted
shoot, kamerad |”

enemy

came to 1t il
all
the men

“"Don't
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The taking of Wytschuaete by Irish
Nationalists, with Ulster men next to
them, was one of the great episodes
of the battle, vying with the exploit
of the men of New Zealand in carry
ing Messines Ridge.

I went among them today up there
by Wytcshaete Wood, across the old
British trenches and by the "Great
Wall of China,” built few months
ago as a barrier, a wonderful place
of sandbag defenses and deep dug-
outs There was not much left of |
Wytschaete Wood, once 800 yards
square, now a pitiful wreckage of |
broken stumps and tattered tree
trunks, The slopes of the ridge are
all barren and tortured with shell |
fire like Vimy Ridge, and across it
unceasingly went flights of heavy
shells, droning loudly as they passed |
over the crest, and with all the
heavy British howitzers firing with
thunderous, ear-stunning strokes,

But the Irish soldiers paid no heed
to this noise of gunfire, for the enemy
was answering back hardly at all and
the battle line had gone forward
An Irish Major was asleep under ¢
little bit of copse within a few yards

'Y

| of a six-inch howitzer, splitting the

Bois de Rossignol, where death birds |

came screaming until the moment
before yesterday's dawn officers and
men, Generals, Brigadiers, Sergeants,
and privates spoke of the victory
with enthusiasm that made their
eyes light., An officer reined in his
horse and leaned over the saddle to
speak to me

‘It was a great day for Ireland,
he said. Yesterday another man
with his arm in a sling also used the
words "a great day” but gaid :

‘It is a day for New
Zealand,” and another officer, speak
ing of the way in which all the men
went forward to victory, the English
troops advancing with the old
unbroken courage, in of hard
fighting through a year of war, said

“This is the best thing aur armies
have ever \1Ulll‘, 'A.hl‘ most
and absolute success.
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Many of them were stripped to the | passed through

waist to air their shirts. Some were
gtill wearing heavy shrapnel helmets.

All drowse with fatigue and the pro- | the wood.

| sound,

heavens with its sharp crack of
and he slept in his socks,
sweetly as a babe in a cradle, until
awakened to speak to me, which
made me sorry, because he had
earned his rest. But sat up
smiling, glad to talk his Irish
boys, who had done gloriously.

Away off near the sinister little
wood sat a Brigadier of Irish troops,

he

of

when the men | foliage

Germans | Molen Fortress position through

Hell Wood to the top of Wytschaete
Ridge, and it was curious that these

would be discovered | two bodies of Irish troops had almost

identical experiences,

The south and west country Irish
men of Dublin and Munster took
1,000 prisoners, so did t! ITlgter
men. When the ground in front of
the Catholic Irishmen shaken
by a mine explosion a whole
pany of Germans were hurled high
in its eruption and this awful fate
happened to another company of
(iermans in front of the Ulstermen
Without thought of the old strife
at men fought side by
side and are proud of each other

I'beir Irish blood has mingled, and
out of it some spirit of healing and
brotherhood should
of this remembrance an Irish soldier-
poet has
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Wytschaete and Messines are safe
in British hands and the troops
far the other A party of
the enemy holding out in ttle
Wood, but that will not be for long
and is only a small episode. Today
and yesterday the German troops
massed at Wanneton as though for a
counterattack, but each time they
were scattered by British guns.
From the new lodge the British have
observation on them and the tables
are turned.
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HOLY FATHER
ALL TO PRAY
PEACE
EMPHASIZES IMPORTANCE OF
AFFLICTED HUMAN FAMILY
BEING PURIFIFD BY CON
FESSION

URGES
FOR

From the Vatican, under date of
May 5, the following letter has been
sent by the Holy Father to the Car
dinal Secretary of State

“Lord Cardinal On
April, 1914, in a letter
Father Crawley-Boevey, we extended
to all those who should consecrate
their house to the Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus the indulgences granted two
years before for such act of piety

the 27th of

to the Rev.

by
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of the mines.
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The only trouble was in and about

In the centre of it was a

e 4 - > i e |
longed strain of the British shell fire, | small body of Germans with machine

so that they sleep with their heads
on their knees or lying as though
dead in a hundred postures. They
awake at intervals, asking for water,
and then sleep again.

There were such crowds of these | fire.

guns, who held out stubbornly and
swept the Irish with their fire, but
they were destroyed. There was
another post thereabouts in which a
party of Germans held out with rifle
An Irish officer of a famous old

field gray men that they astounded | family led the attack on this and fell

by their numbers.
they speak gloomily of the doom that
is upon their faces.
“What do you think
asked an Irish officer of
officer whom he
Wytschaete Village.
his head and said in good English :
“We are done for.”
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When questioned | jead with a bullet in his brain at

five yards range. But the Sergeant
with him helped to surround the
enemy, and this hornet's nest was
routed out. The German officer had
tree and in the .coolest

to his men beyond. The Irishmen
brought him down and made him a

Another officer taken by English | prigoner.

troops on the northern sector of
attack was frank in revealing his
tragic thoughts.
mines go up, he thought, so he says :
“Thank Heaven, the British are
attacking. Now 1 ¢ surrender
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Wytschaete village was a fortress
position with machine gun emplace
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On the right of the Irish National
ists fought the Ulstermen, keeping
in absolute line with their comrades
arms, in friendly rivalry with
them to give glory to Ireland. They
advanced through the

and holy memory,
Republic of Chili.
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reign visibly on the domestic hearts,
would diffuse there the infinite
treasures of gentleness and humility
His loving Heart and
prepare all to greet the
paternal appeal for ac which
we proposed to direct in His august
name to the fighting and
their rulers on anniversary
of the outbreak present ter
rible War th which the
Christian families and al
soldiers fighting in the
armies offered to Jesus fr

the loving ad
acceptable to His Divi Heart
hope and encour:
higher our paternal

to families in the
There smiled on

of most

oul
gouls

peoples
the first

of the
The ardor w
0 the
ous
day
homage of
10
creased our
to lift
peace.

"We
only way t

with hor
one

bases on which

showed
the
ences
each of them

wndad ‘acin

the future condition
n order to
the
o lay

de

ust and faix

should rest i
jured

humanity t

of the states

be lasting, we them in

name of God
1

col
anda ot
aside t
struction and com
t,

“"But our voice

1elr PUI[‘HNA‘”NM mutuai
o &
agreemen
raised in grief and
pain, calling for the cessation of the
awful conflict, suicide of civil Europe,
then and for the future remained un
heard that the dark tide
of hatred broken out in flood among
the warring nations still
higher,and the War,overflowing other
countries with its awful torrent, mul-
tiplied ruins and disasters.

“Still, confidence did not fail us
You know, Lord Cardinal, how it has
remained and remains with us in the
anxious time of waiting for the long
desired peace. In the inexpressible

It seemed

must rise

\

| mon

anguish of our soul and amid the |
bitter tears that we shed over the |

atrocious sufferings heaped on the
fighting peoples by this terrible cal-

| amity, we love to hope that now not |
far off ir the longed-for day on which |

a | Jesus,

Spanbeck ‘

all men, sons of the same Heavenly
Father, will once more think of one
another as brothers. The sufferings
of the peoples, now become almost
insupportable, have made ever more
keen and strong the general
for peace.
in the infinite goodness of His Heart
bring about that counscls of gentle
ness may prevail in the minds also
of those who govern, and that con
gcious of their own responsibility be

prolonged shellfire, | fore God and before humanity they

may not further resist the voice
the people invoking peace.
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more humbly, more frequent
ly and more trustfully, especially in
the month dedicated to His
Sacred Heart, the prayer of the
afflicted human family imploring of
Him the cessation of the terrible
gcourge. May each one purify him-
self more often in the healing waters
of sacramental confession and raise
his supplications with loving insist-
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Jesus united to His own in
Communion. And inasmuch
the graces whiclh the Author of all
good may deign to bestow on the
poor children of Adam ave, by loving
counsel of IHis Divine Providence,
dispensed through the hands of the
Most Blessed Virgin desire that
more than in this terrible time
may the of her aflicted
children rise trustful to
the great Mother God,
fore we charge you, Lord
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obtain for the devastated world the
longed-for peace and be a record for
the ages to come of the efficacy of her
intercession and the magnitude of
the favor granted us by her.

“With this trust in our heart we
implore of God for all the peoples,
whom we embrace with equal affec-
tion, the most elect graces, and we
impart to you, Lord Cardinal, and to
all our children the Apostolic Bene
diction,

"From the Vatican, May 5,
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“BeNEDICT XV., Pope.”

O CONNELLITE VIEW
OF IRELAND

.

Sigourney W. Fa I'. D, in America

No one of Irish blood could fail to
have taken an intense interest in the
articles that have appearing in
America on the Irie roblem during
these last few They are only
of the many the
urgency of the Irish stion, of the
absolute need of a settlement which
will satisfy the just mands of Ire

land and of Irish icans. Indeed
upon the Irish Americans
of Irish descent vield nothing in the
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country we feel America was
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Grattan accomplished something ;
Flood accomplished something ; Par
nell accomplished something; Red-
d has accomplished a great deal;
but before all and above all, the man
to whom the Irish race owes
the man who not only raised the
Irish Catholics from a position of
intolerable servitude, but who taught
Ireland and men of Irish blood every-
where to be proud of their Gaelic
inheritance, was Daniel O'Connell.
Never has the Irish race produced a
man go typical of itself as in the case
of the Liberator.
In the present crisis, then, if there
any character in Irish history
whom the Irish people would wish
to consult if they were able, that
person would be Daniel O'Connell,
and fortunately for us he has left us
his statesmanship in his speeches as
in a testament. Let wus open his
speeches anywhere at random, and
we shall find two ideas always pres-
ent in his mind. First, that Ivish
men must be free: and secondly,
that that freedom can only be at
tained within and not withoul the
British Empire. In one of his
famous speeches on the Repeal of the
Union, the one delivered on June 29
1813, he spoke of himself as follows :

“Your enemies say, and let them
wish for a separation
between England and Ireland. The
charge is false; it is, to use a modern
quotation, as “false as helll” And the
men whooriginated and those who seek
to inculcate it, know it to be a false-
hood. There lives not a man less
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two countries, there lives not a man

most, |

more deeply convinced that the con
nection between them, established
upon the of king and
separate parliaments, would of
the utmost value to the and
happiness of both countries, and to
the liberties of the civilized world
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enter into some illegal or traitorous
association ; you have only to break
out into turbulence or violence, and
the Orangemen will be delighted
because it will afford them the
wished for opportunity of rioting in
your blood. Do you desire to afllict
and disgust your friends? 1f you do
the way is open to you. You need
only form illegal seditious
cieties. You have to commit
some outrage against the public
peace, and against your sworn allegi
ance, and your friends must abandon
your cause with contempt and
abhorrence
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your enemies are on
the alert. They throw out the lan
guage of irritation, and they adopt
every measure of oppression to goad
you to a violation of the to a de
parture from your loyalty and peace
able demeanor. But it does not rest
there. They send round their agents
with money, and with j for
themselves, to preach in private
circles the doctrine of insurrection,
to form secret knots and associations,
to seduce into
betray you. These
deavor to obtain
that they may sell your lives. In the
meantime, the Orangemen stand to
their ready primed
and they stand with the
triangle and the gibbet, to torture, to
plunder, and to massacre.
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bearing down upon Oppressors,
we, who expose the hypocrites that
cover their bigotry in the stolen gar
ments of religion, we, who are ready
to run every danger, to sustain every
calumny, and every loss and personal
inconvenience in your cause, so long
as you conduct that can within the
limits of the Constitution, we, in
whom you confide, would, and must,
be found, if you violate the law, in
the ranks of your enemies, and in
arms !
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“For myself, I tell you honestly,

| that if ever that fatal day arrive, you

| the whole of

will find me arrayed against you.
There will not be heavy a heart,
but there will not be a more ready
hand to sustain the Constitution
against every enemy,
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I have quoted at length from this
speech of the Liberator because
never in his life did he express his
mind more fully or clearly, and what
he said at this very early date re
mained his settled opinion during
his life. In his great

| work of emancipation he succeeded ;
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The only question for
Irish-Americans to
gelves in the present
Whom shall we follow-—those who
have done great things for Ireland
and could have done still greater,
those who have undone
more patient and more far-seeing
countrymen had accomplished ?
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