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JOAN D'ARC.

Our attention has been called by two
orrespondents to an account given in
he Toronto Mail and Kmpire of March
Uith, in which there is a short sketch
o the life and death of Joan of Are.
The writer of this sketeh is ** Kit,"
the most brilliant and truthful of the
regolar contributors to that
and the most just, especially where
anything relating to the Catholic

Jhursh is the subject of remark. Our
sorrespondents desire us to give an
accurate sketch of the life of that hero-
ine of France.

Kit's sketech of the career of the
Maid of Orleans is correct in substance,
though somewhat over-adorned with
olk lore and other matter which is
partly true, yet in part erroneous, we
deubt not unintentionally so.

It is a fact as stated by Kit that
there was a great beech-tree near-by
the village of Domremy, where Joan
was born and lived in her childhood,
and until she became the deliverer of
ner courtry from a foreign yoke.

There was on the outskirts of the
village a little chapel koown as the
tnermitage of our Lady of the Green
Mountain (Vermont). This was situated
on a hill, the verdant color of which
‘nggested thoughts of peaceful prayer
#nd communication with God. It was
the custom of the little maiden Joan to
make a pilgrimage to this house of
prayer every week. The remains of
this chapel are still visible, and be-
hind it was a forest of oaks from which
’fh"’ grand beech-tree was but a short
distance away.

This tree was known in the village as
the fairy-tree, around which the chil-
dren were wont frequently to gather
and dance.
.It was known that in the heathenish
umes the fairy-tree was regarded as a
pot sacred to the fairies, and some
verhaps believed that the fairies still
fave favors to those who danced about
%, and that the roots were of marvel:
:ous efficacy to cure diseases of every
kled, We know by experience that it
tkes a long time to destroy any
sucient traditions whioch are attached
‘? particular localities, and this local"
:uy Was probably not an exoception
:'0 the general rule. At all events
vhefe was at the foot of the hill a
Pring concerning which there were
any legends of favors granted by the
fl“‘ies who were supposed to dwell
:" t'he neighborhood, and to hold their
‘rolics near the great tree. This
fPring gave forth a soothing and cool
;nter of which those smffering from

ovorishness slaked their thirst and
foung refroshment.

But the pagan superstitions which
"“d been attached to the tree and its
;“"Wﬂfiings had not weight with the
generality of the people, for we learn
;:“tlth“y celebrated there very solemn-
8 ‘O.fuurhh Sanday of Lent which

%8 in the beginning of spring-time,

journal,

h

had frequently wmade incursions against
the Armagnaes or party,
slanghtering them without mercy, the
hatred of the Armagnacs was intense
against their oppressors. Hence Joan
avowed that she had wished that the
Domremy Burgundian should have his
head cut off, provided it were (rod's
will he should be so punished.
ever, she was undoubtedly afterward
reconciled to this man, as she had at a
later period been sponsor for his child
at its baptism. This same man gave
testimony to the great piety and kind-
ness of character of the little Jeanne,
and spoke of her with very great re-
spect.  This Burgundian was not a
priest.

Jeanne loved to hear the life and
legends of the Blessed Virgin narrated
to her, and particularly a prophecy in
which it had been foretold that a virgin
should relieve France from its enemies.

I'rench

How-

Jeanne had three brothers and one
sisters, among whom, though she was
the youngest, she was the most pious
and serious in disposition. She loved,
however, to amuse younger children,
and was playful with her equals in age,
and delighted to see them radiant with
pleasure. She was beautiful in form
and feature, and most charitable to the
poor out of whatever she might possese.
She loved the sound of the Angelus
bell, and never neglected to respond to
its call to prayer. She many times re-
buked the church sexton for neglecting
to ring it properly and at the right
moment, and gave him money to be
more exact in fulfilling his daty.

At the age of thirteen she heard
voices calling upon her to go forth to
save her country. These she declared
to be the voices of angels speaking to
her, and she minutely described their
appearance as they manifested them-
selves to her.

God is wonderful in his dealings with
His saints. He manifested Himself to
Abrabam and Moses, and His Angel
wrestled with Jacob, who, prevailing ia
the contest, was called Israel or Strong
with God. So the angels and saints
from heaven held communication with
Tobias, Daniel and Judas Maccabeus.
We may well believe that He mani-
fested Himsell through angels to
strengthen Jeanne d'Arc to fulfil the
duty he imposed upon her. The name
La Pucelle, she declared, was also
given her by these angels, who like-
wise called her * the danghter of God."
Saints Margaret and Catharine also
frequently revealed themselves to her.

At last in 1428 she induced her uncle
to accompany her to Bandricourt,
Governor of Vancouleurs, to whom she
related her visions which called npon
her to take arms to lead the French
army to victory. She did not conceal
the nature of the call given to her, but
declared that she would within a year
deliver France and its king, and would
consecrate the king of I'rance—a mar-
vellous prophecy which was falfilled to

man contributes of his means towards
the work of ipstructing the children of
Pagans in schools in foreign lands in
Christian doetrine; but he has pu.l.
himself instrong opposition to a similar

grace, dignity and accuracy with which
shy answered all (u2stions made her
exuniners admit that she spoke as a
most learned person, while her modesty
compelled their admiration. In fact

covered in her, and the spies were loud
in their praise of hor conduct under
all circumstances.

The mission given to La Pacelle she
now declared to be accomplished, but
the Frenech General, Danois, wished
still her inflnence over the troops to |
gain for them further victories, and
she yielded to therequest. She, there-
fore, remained with the army, but she
was no longer victorious, On May 24
she was taken prisoner at Compeigne by |
John of Luxenburg who confined her in |
his castle of Beaurevoir, subject to the l
care of himself and the Duke of Bur-
gundy. Finally these two sold her to
Henry VI. for 10,000 livres t

On the 3ed of Janunary, 1431, the

Bishop of Beauvais, Pierre Cauchon,
was authorized to sit in judgment over |
La Pucelle, on the charges of b2ing a l

|

heretic and a witch. She was found i
guilty on suborned testimony ani was ‘
condemned to be burned. She trusted
in God to the end, and commended her
soul to Christ. She stated also that
though she was at the head of an army
she had not herself slain any one. She
had merely fulfilled the mission confided
to her by God. The sentence was car-
ried out on May 50th, 1431,

There is no doubt that the Bishop of
Boauvais, who was acting under orders
from the English king, gave muliciously
an unjust jadgment against an innocent
and virtuous maiden. She appealed to
the Pope against the sentence condemn-
ing her, and i the appeal had been al-
lowed the sentence would undoubtedly
have been reversed, but it was not al-
lowed. At the last moment, she signed
a declaration of seven or eight lines de-
claring that she would never again wear
man's apparel, or have her hair cut
short, hoping that by yielding thus far
to her tormentors her life would be
spared. This document was afterwards
changed to another of sixty lines which
was entirely different from the original.
This was done for the purpose of tra-
ducing her memory ; as it was changed
into a document which acknowl-
edged all the crimes with which she was
charged, and which professed to be her
acknowledgment that the visiins she
had had were falsehoods to deceive the
publie.

By order of Pope Calixtus III. the
process of reviewing the condemnation
of Jeanne d'Arc was entered upon by
the Archbishop of Rouen, and her com-
plete vindication was pronounced, de-
claring all the accusations against her
to be null and void, as they were false,
calumnious, and fraudulent. This judg-
m>nt was made on Tth July, 1456,

A2d which is known as the Laetare or

the letter., But Vancouleurs treated

she was placed coostantly under the | work being carried on by his Cath-
surveillance of female spies who re. |olic neighbors in theic schools in |
ported all her acts, but nothing but this Canada of ours. The connect-
simple candor and piety could be dis- | ing of Church and State he looks

upon with the greatest dread ; but this
geems very inconsistent when we con-
sider the fact that Methodist ministers
were amongst the most persistent solie-
itors for aid for their churches in the
North-West from the Department of
the Interior, Ottawa, and they did not
object to take 315,000 —some of which
was con*ributed by Catholics—from the
taxpayers of St. Thomas for the support of
a Methodist ladies college in that eity.
Will our Mathodist friend bear the fact
in mind that Catholics desire to have
(atholies schools for their children
wherever it is possible to establish
them. These schools will be.supported
by their own money entirely. They look
for no favors from any one. Jastice
they will have, in spite of the con-
spiracies of the lodges and bigoted
editors.

“MICHAEL McCARTHY."”

We notice in the London Free Press
a dispateh from London, England, stat-
ing that one Michael McCarthy, a
Roman Catholie, volunteers a piece of

advice to his fellow Catholies of the
North - West not to permit the
establishment of Priests' schools

because they not at all what
they should be in Ireland. We do not
believe that Michael McCarthy, a
Roman Catholie, ever wrote or said any
such thing. We were once introduced
to a fall blooded Indian rejoicing in the
name of Daniel O'Connell. A somewhat
simular sort of individual, we doubt not,
is Michael McCarthy.
S—

HOLY W ¢EK.

The Church devotes this last week
of Lent-—-Holy Week-—to commemorat-
ing and meditating on the awful scenes
which closed the visible life of Christ
on earth. By the sad and solemn cere-
monies she recalls to the minds of her
children the tragedy of the Cross,
which consummated the redemption of
mankind from the race-guilt incurred
by Adam's sin. Beginning with His
triumphant entrance into Jerusalem,
the Church follows His hallowed steps
to the room in which He partook of
the Last Supper with His Apostles and
where He instituted the Adorable Sacra-
ment of the Kacharist by which, in an
nunbloody manner, the sacrifice of the
Cross was to be perpetuated, and by
which Ha was to be sacramentally pres-
ent in His Church for all time. From
this room she follows Him across the
brook Cedron to the Garden of Geth-
semene at the foot of Mount Olivet,
where in His agony He sweat blood and
1 “ My Father, if it be possible
ice pass from Mo, Never-
theless, not as 1 will, but as T'hou wilt;"

are

where Ile was betrayed by Judas, ar-
rested and forsaken by IHis disciples,

of those who are, perhaps, inclined to
min mize (following the way of the world)
the importance o° the gieit fact of the
Resurrection of Our Lord, and of that
article of our faith which declares that
we, also, shall rise from the dead.
“ Now if Christ be preached,’’ says St.
Paul to the Corinthians, ¢ that He
arose again from the dead, how do some
among you say that thera is no resurrec-
tion of the dead ?"’ And he continues :
“ Bat if there be no resurrection of the
dead, then Christ is not risen again.
And if Christ be not risen again, then
is our preaching vain, and your faith
also is wvain.”” With St. Paul, there
was no such thing as selecting an at-
tractive or apparently plausible piece
of Christianity here, and another piece
there, and making up an easy religion
of shreds and patches. The resurrec-
tion of Christ, the resurrection of the
body—ah | these were hard to believe
by the materialists of apostolic times,
even as they are to-day. But St, Paul
pierces to the heart of the matter.
With him, as with his Divine Master,
there must be no such half-belief, He
shows how upon the question of the
Resurrection hinges the faith of Chris
tianity. If there be no Resurrection of
the Body, he says, then Christ is not
risen again, and if He be not risen
again, then is Christian teaching and
preaching useless and vain. Bat he
puts aside such a monstrous supposition,
and declares over and over again, in
that magnificent fifteenth chapter of
the Epistle to the Corinthians, that
Christ is risen from the dead, and that
we also shall rise agiin,
—_———————

PRIESTS' SENSE OF DUTY.

RBENEFIT OF ANTI-CLERICALS,
when organized attacks
are made in 80 many quarters upon
what is cailed clericalism, says the
London Catholic Times, two incidents
which illustrate clerical ideas of duty
are worthy of record.

In one case the Rev. Father Denimal,
parish priest of Neuvilly,in the depart-
ment of the Nord, France, was suffer-
ing from a severe attack of influenza.
Hd had passed through the most acute
stage of the illness, but the doctor en-
joined the strictest care assuring him
that his life would be endangered by a
relapse. Just after he had received
this caution he got notice that a dying
woman was anxious to be visited by a
priest, No other priest was at hand,
and in order to meet her wish Father
Denimal faced the risk to his health.
On his return home from her house he
was seizod with fever and he died the
same evening.
In the second case Father Lemmius
was suffering as the result of an out-
rage by Anarchists at Liegea yearago.
He barely escaped with his life, and
for a long time has been under medi-
cal care. Upon his recovery recently
one of the first acts he performed was
to visit the three men imprisoned for
the crime, and to offer them spiritual
consolation. All three have been so
affected by his kindness that they have
resolved to become practicing Catho-
lics.
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AN INTERESTING CONVERSION.
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schemoes and plottings of dreamers and
conspirators.

They stand for the marriage tie and
the sanctity of the home against the
scandal and abomination of divorce and
the disruption of the family—to which
divorce surely leads.

They stand for liberty as against
license, and, whenaver the issue shall
be fairly presented, I am persuaded
that they will also be found on the side
of temperance and temperance ref »rms,
as against the evil and curse of the
drink plague.

The Catholic eitizen who loves God
and fiithfully follows the teachings of
the Church must love his country and
cannot be otherwi e than loyal to that
country's best interests. We know no
allegiance that can affect our loyalty
and fidelity to the Constitution and
laws of the United States.

The duty of Catholies in public life
lies in acquitting themselves faithfully
of their obligations as citizans, bearing
always in mind what that obligation
implies and imposes. A faithful re-
gard for the Coustitution, a proper
vigiliance fir the just administration
of government, national, State and
municipal ; a conscientious exercise of
the franchise without fear or favor, se
as to promote the welfare of the State
and the best interests of the commun-
ity, and steadfast adherence to prinei-
ples of order, honor and civie virtne.
These quilities and characteristics
constitute the ideal of the conduct and
career of the Catholic eitizon.

You cannot “'run’’ a country withont
God. That experiment has been at-
tempted again and again; history
abounds in examples and warnings as
to the result. *‘God and our country””
should be our accepted motto. Under
it all can unite—W. .J. Oiahan in
Chicago Daily Journal.

Sacred Vessels as Memorials for the
Dead.

A beautiful form of charity is the
giving of sacred vessels to poor
churches in remembrance of the dead.
By gifts of this character not only are
the means provided for the fitting
celebration of the Divice Mysteries,
but also lasting memoriais of the faith-
ful departed whose names are inscribed
upon the vessels.

DIED,
UARROLL—A" Mrch Oat..on Mirch 33rd,
Mr, Patrick Carroll, a navive of Q een’s Co.,
Ireland, aged eighty six years. May he rest
in peace!
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A very interesting story of how a

recently erected great
““When the Westminister Cathedra
began to arise from

(Protestant) family in

one of the

It is now almost a certainty that th»

brought before Caiphas, the high priest,
where false witnesses were brought to

family in London was converted to the
Faith throvgh watching the progress
of the work upon the building of the
Cathedral of
Westminster is thus told by the Tablet:

the ground, a
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it with dismay.

neighboring mansions looked out upon
They did not divine

Easter Cards, 30 Cents a Dozen, Fost
Paid Catholic Record London,
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