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mon winter varicties, such as the Baldwin, Spy,
Russet and King, are ripe in District No. 1 early
in October, and in the natural order of things
are subjected to the warm, genial weather that
prevails in this district during the latter part of
October. At the end of three weeks of this warm
weather the apples are in a condition of maturity,
when they must go at once into consumption ;
that is to say, apple operators will not store
these varieties, or, if owing to very favorable
conditions of temperature, they do attempt
to store them, the consequence is a very serious
loss when they come to be repacked during the
winter months. The growers, then, of winter
stock in this district are forced to sell so as to
g0 on the market at least before Christmas, and
they have not the alternative of accepting this
market or the later winter market.

CHEAP APPLES.

It might be noted just here that in the apple
industry it is always likely that the cheapest
apples will be those that must g0 into consump-
tion during the months of October, November and
December.  During these months there will al-
ways be the fag ends of the high-priced early
apples, as well as the odds and ends of the late
winter varieties that for one reason or another
have to be forced upon the market. These two
sources of supply, together with the large volume
of apples that ripen normally at this period, will
always make a surplus at least of No. 2 grade at
this time. Herein lies the reason for the low
prices and for the want of market for the apples
grown in district No. 1.

A NATURAL WINTER-APPLE REGION.

Somewhat different conditions prevail in the
district which I have designated No. 2, includ-
ing the second tier of counties on Lake Erie and
the counties bordering on Lake Huron. This dis-
trict, of course, fades imperceptibly into district
No. 1 upon the south, but upon the whole is ad-
mirably fitted for growing the winter varieties.
In common with district No. 3, it has that happy
medium of climate not so severe as to induce
winter-killing, and not so high in temperature as
to prematurely ripen the apples. The standard
winter varieties are matured normally so as to
meet the temperature approaching the freezing
point that prevails in these districts after the
first of November. These apples go, as it were,
into a natural cold storage, and, if harvested
with care and placed at once where they will be
protected from the occasional warm days, will be
in the best condition to be repacked and shipped
for the winter market.

FUTURE FOR EARLY APPLES.

What, then, should be the aim of the orchard-
ist in the counties north of Lake FErie, District
No. 17°? One thing is certain, they can never
compete under natural conditions with other por-
tions of Ontario in the production of winter ap-
ples. It is very true that in this respect they
have conditions not dissimilar to the orchardists
in New York State, and they may make orchard-
Ing as successful in New York State by adopting
the same devices as have been adopted there,
namely, an extensive system of cold storage. I,
at some point, or several points, in this district,
cold-storage facilities are provided whereby the
apples may be packed when they are matured (the
last of September or the first of October) and
placed in cold-storage chambers, where they will
be quickly reduced to a temperature mnear the
freezing point, they may, with confidence, then “be
repacked for the winter trade. Dismissing, how-
ever, the question of cold storage, the orchardists
here should recognize the defects of their apples
and market them early in the season Indeed,
though they have not clearly recognized the de-
fects  of their apples as keepers, all the apples
that have been used have for immediate
consumption

been sold

FIELD OF THE IRRIESPONSIBLLI BUYER

As has already heen pointed out, the market
iIs not always a reliable or steady one, and con-
sequently the more reputable dealers have avoided
this district in their operations It has bheen
the prey, too frequently. of the 1rresponsible huy
er, who has come in with his glil, tongue and a
light purse, and promised prices that induced the
apple-grower to part with his frujt The apples
were packed and shipped. and if the price realized
was a good one, or if the apple operator was so
fixed that he could not get out of the district
readily, he paid the farmer a part, or the whole,

of what was promised. If. on the other hand,
the markets were poor, if he made a clean hreast
of the matter and explained that the markets

had gone wrong and he could not pay the prom
ised price, the farmer very quicklv realized that
he had no recourse.

This, however, is not a necessary condition of
affairs. It simply indicates bad business meth
oths, and the remedy here is quite aside from any
question of climate, soil, vurieties_ or markets.
The question is simply one of organization among
the apple-growers themselves. This has been
demonstrated by the success of one or two co-
operative organizations which have been working

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

in this district. I need only to refer you to [hL.‘
success with which the Chatham Fruit-growers
Association is working. Another co-operative
organization is working most successfully in Sim-
coe. Both of these organizations have this year
sold all the apples their patrons had at _brices
much higher than the average prices paid for
winter apples in the counties north of Lake 7‘(_)11-
tario. What has been done at Chatham and Sim-
coe can be done in Essex and Elgin and other
counties constituting this district.

RAPIDLY-GROWING MARKET IN THE WEST.

Just here may be a convenient place to dis-
cuss the question of markets for early apples. The
two most important markets for early apples are
the Western Provinces and Great Britain. The
markets of the Western Provinces are opening 80
rapidly that few who have not paid special at-
tention to this matter will realize and appreciate
the extraordinary growth of late years. The in-
flux is not likely to lessen for many years, but
the market for apples cannot be measured by this
standard, large as it will be. The great cost
of distributing the apples limits the consumption
very largely to the cities and towns capable of
taking at least carload lots. During the last
few years there have been established along the
railway lines of the Western Provinces hundreds
of stations, none of which, until recently, were
able to take the fruit in carload lots. Last year
and this some dozens of these places have come
into the market, accepting carload lots. A few
years ago Winnipeg was the only distributing
point. Now large distributing warehouses have
been established at Regina, Prince Albert, Moose
Jaw; Calgary, Lethbridge and Kdmonton. In
con$équence of this, an extraordinary demand for
fruit has sprung up, quite out of proportion to
the number of people entering the country last
Year and this. The comparative cheapness with
which the fruit can now be distributed has in-
creased the consumption among the people. The
extraordinary prosperity of the Northwest has
made it possible for almost everyone to enjoy
fruit, which necessarily is high-priced even yet,
compared with the price which is received by the
grower. We can look forward, then, confidently, to
a market there that will readily absorb a very large
proportion of all the fruit that Ontario can grow.
It is very true that the Ontario grower, in the
near future, will have to meet the competition
from the Province of British Columbia This,
however, he need not fear. The growers of cach
Province, when all the elements of success are
taken into consideration, are upon a comparative-
ly equal footing, and even if this were not the
case, the market will likely increase much faster
than the production of fruit in both Provinces.

WINNING OUR WAY IN BRITISH MARKET
In additon to the Northwest, there is another
growing market available for the Ontario grower,

namely the market of Great Britain It has
formerly been an axiom of apple-growers that
Canadian fruit would he acceptable in Great

Britain only when there was a failure of the Eng-
lish and European crop This conception of the
British market is not a true one. IF'or a number
of years a large quantity of early fruit has gone
from Canada to (reat Britain, and prices have
always been quite satisfactory, and there appears
to be no good reason why this market should not
continue and, in all probability, increase. even in
the face of the competition with the apples of the
home market. It is quite true that the Cana-
dian apples will not compete with the hest early
fruit of Great Britain, bhut there are certain fea-
tures of the business that are distinctly in favor
of the Canadian growers First, we have an ad-
mirable system of ocean transportation ang a fair
degree, of efficiency in the railway transportation
If the early fruit is cooled

properly before heing
packed, and then shipped in a refrigerator

car,
there is almost an absolute certainty of it regceh-
ing Great Britain in the hest of order The

question, therefore, of
reduced to a minimum. During the 1ast
three seasons the cargo inspectors  at
and at ports in Great Britain have very

losses in transhipment js
two or
Montreal
carefully

reported upon the condition of the apples at the
time of shipment and upon arrival in Great Drit
ain, and in no case has there been a serious Joss
where it could be shown that the {ruit Wis prop
cerly started from the orchards.
BENEFIT OF BIG SHIPMIINTS

In the British markets, the Ont:ario Crower

has wupon his side the large brokers i fruit

merchants. The Canadian apples reach . hrok-

ers and fruit merchants in uniform packawes, upj
formly eraded, and in large quantities, compared
with English fruit of one or two varietios This
clement  of uniformity in grading packaces angd
variety  will itself almost offset all the disad-
Vantages that we have in the matter of transpor-

tation It is
huy

easier for the fruit merchants to
and distribute Canadian apples than it jg to

buy and distribute the home-grown frut T
English orchards have the disadvantagce of being
planted with a great many different Viarieties, and
no two portions of England put up their fruit in

the same kind of packages. It is

a

veryvodifficult

.orchard
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for the dealer 1n Great Britain to get the
varieties or the same packages of home-gr .y
fruit twice.  This ‘makes all transactions in I ng-
lish fruit a retail aflair, and naturally the large
sales all go to the Canadian or American Producy.
As compared with the American apples, I quote
from the latest number of an English market
paper, The English Grocer, to show that Cung.
dian apples have a' preference of two shillings per
barrel, which effectually protects them from any
serious competition from States to the south of
us.

Taking these two markets, then—the markets
of the Western Provinces and the British markets
—I see no reason why the present stock of apples
should not be sold at good prices if Proper means
are taken to place them on the markets.

EARLY VARIETIES FOR ERIE COUNTIES

One word more with reference to this southerp
division, No. 1. 1If, then, the market for early
fruit is to be a growing one, I should Strongly
recommend that the growers confine themselves
very largely to the early varieties. The Red
Astrachan can Dbe shipped from the County of
Essex the third week in July, the Duchess the
last of July and the first of August, the Wealthy
of course, somewhat later. Such varieties as
these, therefore, should be selected, and this dijs-
trict should apply itself to supplying not only the
Western Provinces, but our own city population
in Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal and Quebec, with
all the apples they need after the @rst of August,
when we would entirely exclude the American
product that now finds its way to our markets
It is unfortunate that the orchards of this district
are devoted so largely to Baldwins, Spies and
Russets and other winter varieties, inasmuch as
these apples come in in the glut months of O¢
tober and November. If the orchards were com-
posed of the early varieties that I have mentioned
the prices would be much higher than eould be
realized for the very best winter fruit in any part
of Canada.

TOO MANY VARIETIES.

The conditions in District No. 2 are somewhat
peculiar.  Of course, there is no sharp line of de-
marcation between these districts, and the south-
ern portions of Brant, Oxford and Middlesex mayv
in some years he properly classed as part of Dis-
trict No. 1, but the greater portion of District
2, including the Counties of Lambton, Middlesex.
Huron and Bruce, and part of Grey, has all the
advantages for growing the very best winter vari
eties of apples. The planting, however, was done
in the earlier days In the selection of varieties
there was the greatest latitude No orchard was
considered complete without a dozen or more vari-

Siane

eties, which was all well enough for home mar-
ket or for home use, but rendered the conditions
very unfavorable for the cominercial market

Every farm, too. had an orchard, very few of a
large size, and very few making a specialty of
apples ; in fact, very few counted it more than a
pure side line in their general farming operations
The result is that, though the small orchard pre
dominates, yet the aggegregate is a very large numni-
ber of trees, probably not less than two and a
(quarter million.

The difficulty comes in
large apple operator
nary expense, harvest

The
extraord

In making sales
cannot, without

these apples profitably. He
tannot send his gangs of men around more than
once or twice at most, and yet these orochards

would furnish almost
first of September
As a

continuous picking from the
until the close of the season
Many of the apples are picked

are ripe, or sometimeoes after they have
maturity, anqd

consequence,
hefore they
reached

Mmany  of them are not
picked {ll all, because thev are not in the proper
state of maturity at the time the gang visits the

Though the agerepate,

of course, is so
large, the numher

ol desirahle

varieties is proba
bly not more than half the ageregate number
NEED Ol° ¢ OPFERATION

The recommendation which I would make Tor
lhl\'. district jg Co-operation in mu,rketing and
selling There is 1o one - who ean pick these
apples so cheaply op o, well as the man  who
ETows them, hut he cannot pack them nor mar
ket them He has not tnough of any one kind /
to pay him 1o do  this properly \lt can he
done, ‘hn\\'v\vr, by uniting into 1.'11'1>['('r‘dt.i\'(’ as
Soctations which would furnish the packers and
'ht' facilities fo, selling I notahle that two
of  the MOost  sucenssiy) societies  in co-operative
associations are I this district namely Walker
ton and Forest, and I cannot help lhinlkmp; that
a4 very glight CNncouraveegt wWould organize sea
eral more aASsociationsg

) THI CENTR AL COUNTIRS

he  centra) COUNL e o Western  Ontario
flljf:,{l\:;‘|’1.1\,.\‘,1;4- 1I‘,.,.I”H T some special  comment
iy ';]‘.‘ ‘llj.ll 1 ',"i""“”‘\' the climate
ng Floshort oy . IS Beig Y‘,"'“PI)"‘ AR
somdisied - \ y Ilivon lhi:mlr‘mi feet above the
Huron, ang lt‘\«“.:\"r ,,‘,;’, u'-“m .-%” 'L_Ig}“‘r than Liake
Vs Nevop i 1 'r .-vl ‘]Ils,'}lt‘r than ]Al‘k"
Ots \hers . . ‘e many sheltered

I tender varieties,
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