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More Acres Not Needed
R. Clancy, Grey Co., Ont.
¢ L ET us buy more land tn grow more corn
to feed iuore hogs to buy more land,"” and
so forth ad infinitum
This is supposed 10 have been the motto of
the United States farmer. I know from observa-
tion that it has beun the ruling passion of the
majority of Canadian farmers as well. This con-
stant buying of more land has its advantages.
It keeps the farmer moving. No chance for him
1o sit back and take things easy and allow farm
operations to get behind when there is interest
on mortgage and part of the principal to pay off

FARM AND DAIRY

My experience has shown me conclusively that
it is not how much a cow eats that is important,
but how fully she pays for what she does eat.
The berd that I started with were good rustlers.
The first year cheese prices were good, and yet
my cows averaged me only $30 each for the
vhole year; $27 from the factory and #3 for the
butter. With that 830 I had (o feed the cows,
house them, and wait on them. But then, they
were good rustiers. Oh, yes.

An Eye-opener

Iiy eyes were opened when I bought two
heavy-feeding, big-uddered cows at a sale in an
dioini

each year. lh.vewnhurdnuhuym
they have never got on so well as when they
have had a heavy mortgage hanging over their
heads.

But has this craze for more land tended to the
best development o' the country? He who runs
may see that it has not. In driving through
my own county of Grey I can see the results of
this craze for more land.  Size of farms has
been increased to the detriment of the home
acres.  Buildings have been neglected, fences
have been neglected, and community life has lan-
guished. 1 prefer the method of increasing the
farm business adopted by an old friend of mine
who has been one of my best neighb s for many

hip. They were not ‘recommend-
ed as rustlers, but the cheese factory cheques of
their owner had given his herd a reputation.
The feed that those two cows ate was a surprise
to me, but the milk that they gave was a greater
surprise; so 1 opened my heart and fed them
liberally. One of the cows returned me $76 the
first year and the other $82 Even had they
eaten twice as much as the other cows in my
herd, they were still more profitable, as the
charges for stable room, labor, and s0 fo.h were
the same for all. Gradually cows of this type,
the heavy milking kind, replaced =v good rust-

lers, and dairying ‘began to agpeal to me as a
fitabl )

years,

It was away back when in his early twenties
that this friend had to decide whether or not he
would buy more land. He pondered the matter
carefully and came to the conclusion that there
were two ways of infreasing the farm business.
One was to produce on more acres and the other
to make the acres he had produce more. He
decided in favor of the latter course.  Almost
the first move he made was to set out an orchard
and a limited acreage of small fruits such as he
could find a market for in the district, From that
he proceeded to improve his stock The poultry
department of the farm was increased. To-day he
has one of the best producing farms in this sec-
tion, and he has not one more acre than he
started with, %

After my neighbor had improved the producing
end of the farm his attention veered around to
what he is now pleased to call the most neglected
department of all—the home. The old house that
had been good enough for his mother he decided
was not good enough for his wife. It was re-
built, medernized in every particular, and made
such a home zs any man might be proud of and
his wife satisfied with.

What would our rural communities be like if
more men were like this young fellow ? Certainly
our rural population would be larger, less scat-
tered, the rural church would flourish, rural
schools would be up to the standard, and there
would be a community life and a community
spirit worth while,

Heavy Feeders Most Profitable
R. 0. Calman, Elgin-Co., Ont.
HE fallacy ‘that “easy” feeding qualities

Ampleol'uh-n.hwmr.lhwdhld-
venced again, and with as much assurance as
might have been used by my grandfather., 1

His
“1 §oing to prepare for next year just as soom as
y wl the results became know

I still have the report of the 90-day test at the
Columbus Exposition, and the results in that
test bear out the conclusions to which I have
come from my experience. These cows weie ar-
ranged in eleven groups, ir@wﬁn of breed,
according to the amount of total solids produced
during the 80 days. It was then found that the
cows yielding the largest amount of solids and
fat consumed the most feed, but what is of
mare importance, they gave the largest net pro-
fits. The cows giving the smallest yield cost
'pumt.huiolnd,hntﬂnmpmlu
hu-lhq-mwnml.hnv.huﬁmm
heavy feeders. For instance, the best eight cows
with an average yield of 154.11 pounds of fat,
were ldnllwﬂdm.“.lndmmlu
to the extent of 857.41. The four cows of lov-
st production, 79.20 pounds of fat, cost $19.8
10 feed, and returned $31.98 in profits. Eves
these cows, of course, were much ahead of the"
average.

The heaviest feeder is not necessarily the most
protitable. 1 have had cows like that. The
only will locate the :ﬂt profitable

of the 13 best cows, all
1 get hoi

» Mr. Welsh
m, Evidently Mr. Welah is old in years only.
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Consider the Pedigree
F. 0. H., Ozford Oo., Ont.

N an experience as a breeder covering several

years, I have sold quite a few hundred of pedi-
greed animals, including dairy cattle, horses and
pigs. Nothing has impressed me more than the
ignorance of the average buyer as to the value of
a pedigree and his inability to really consider
the merits of a pedigree that he may hold in his
hand. I have a few suggestions that I would
like to pass on to prospective breeders and buyers
of pure-bred stock. It will be a good day for the
honest breeder when all buyers are as intelligent
as they should be.

One of the most common mistakes is to place
altogether too much confidence in -the fact that
an animal has a pedigree. 1 have received let-
ters from scores of bryers who state that they
will be perfectly satisfied if they know thag the
animal I am offering them is registered. The
poorest of scrubs may be sold to such men if
along with then goes an authentic pedigree sheet.
Such Then are hard to sell good stock to. Being
satisfied with anything that is registered, they
always buy from the breeders who have the
cheapest stock, and, therefore, the poorest stock.

Points in a Good Pedigree

No one is safe in buying a registered animal
unless that animal comes of ancestry of known
value. In buying
dairy cattle, for in-
stance, in consider-
ing the pedigree
one should first ac-
quaint himself with
all of the producing
strains of hig par-
ticular breed. Don’t
be satisfied with
the name of some
great individual
away back in the
ancestry of any
particular animal
The influence that
that animal will
exert after several
generations of
breeding is com-
paratively small
At Shorthom sales
I have seen scruby
highly rec d
ed because they

of youth, traced backto some

editor J Farm and Dairy, of the great anmi-
mals owned by the Cruickshanks or Bates. What

We want are good ancestors in the first, second

and third generations back of the animal we are

going to buy.

Even then we should not be satisfied, We must
have good stock on both sides of the pedigree,
At a sale in Wesfern Ontario a couple of years
ago, I saw a son of the great Pontiac Korndyke
s0ld for a few hundred dollars, Many were in-
clined to consider the purchaser fortunate, 1
did not. The mother of that bull calf was alto-
gether lacking in constitution, and the calf had

yits mother’s weakness in this regard. This is
only one instance of an ill-balanced pedigree.

Neither should we be satisfied with good records
on the part of the sire and dam ouly. They may
Both have been sports, as we call them fn the
breeding world; and sports are not able to pass
on their good qualities. What | look for is
Aniform high quality rather than sensational re-
cords.

& publio dairy test when he
: Welsh is 70 years old,
at Gn-lph.b but he did know

But then, pedigree is not all. We must con-
sider individuality also, One of the finest Hol-
stein bulls I have ever seen, a champion at many
leading fairs, has nevér*had any offspring able

,mwfnhomlnm-l&nhlholh'!b‘

or at the pail. That animal was a sport. Beware

dmmnmmuhvlnohnyuhrllﬂr.
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