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SPEECH OF MR. BLAKE j alteration to a compulsory form] 
which the right hon gentleman de- 

jpnfatvd most emphatically, while 
,lie at tin* sanie time he averred that he] 

•iid not believe it would make a «1 il- 
i'eience in a single school, which 
meant that in every school area the 
clause would lie put into operation. 1 
If it would he put into operation vol­
untarily what objection is there to 
making it clear and plain? If that 
is going to happen everywhere why 
not make it the law1 We aie strong­
ly of opinion that it is essential to | 
the security of the minority, which in j 
various parts of the country will have 
to fight these battles under the pro-1 
lection of this clause that

SUFFERING WOMEN

London, May S—Speaking on 
Education ltili. Mr. Blake said:

1 max excuse myself for addressing 
the House by saying that 1 happen 
to have a sou*-» hat prolonged ex­
perience upon this subject. For forty 
sessions, in three Legislatures, in dif­
ferent countries, 1 have witnessed 
and taken some part m the discus­
sion of problems which arise in their 
concrete form by the associai ion of 
a Protestant majority with a Roman 
Catholic minority. Long ago 1 found 
and took my ground upon general 
principles, and having adhered to 
that giouml 1 was rather pained when 
I heatd from the lips of the Minister 
of Education the other day a state- 
meutvnith reference to

THE RIGHTS OF MINORITIES,
which 1 am afraid was susceptible of 
anothei, and what seemed to me in 
the connection in which he used it, 
the natural and obvious interpreta­
tion Speaking of the question be­
tween Roman Catholics and Jews, 
as the case might be, and the various 
Protestaut denominations, he said 
‘‘all minorities must suffer; it is the 
badge of their tribe.” Well, sir, 
some suffering may sometimes be in­
evitable in the carrying out of some 
measures of a great public policy, 
which the Majority of the nation be- 
Unvca to ho iMUil to Its progrès» ties than to leave this as a wholly per- 
or its existence. That suffering ought j missive clause. In my own country 
as far as possible to be avoided, but of Canada after struggles of the most 
for my part my belief is, as 1 ex- desperate character, involving the
pressed it twenty years ago in a Pro- greatest extremity of bitterness he- 
testant cimmunity, somewhat differ- tween religious denominations and 
ent from the tone and the sentiment disturbing the general peace and pro­
of the right hon. gentleman I may gross of the country and all political

■e»i

Mllburn's 
Heart ?nd Nerve 

Pills.

THAT PROTECTION SIKH I.I> HE 
MADE ABSOLUTELY OPERA­

TE
We believe this to be no less import­
ant to the whole community. We be- | 
lieve that to leave the question whe-| 
ther that clause should come into 
forte or not, to the judgment of each 
Council or Local Authority which un­
der the clause is to exercise judg­
ment upon the question, would In­
to throw into the hands of the bigots 
and zealots and those who delight in 
religious controversy a firebrand rea­
dy to hand to be used (or local pur­
poses, for local elections, and this 
would create difficulties of all descrip­
tions. Nothing could be more injuri­
ous to the peace of those communi­

ai*. D. 0. Lwoghue

venture to quote it, because it repre­
sents the ground I took long before, 
and which I have maintained ever 
since, and which I hold to-day—‘'Be­
ing strong, we ought to be what
THE STRONG SHOULD ALWAYS 

BE—
generous to the weak. A measure

combinations, I rejoice that an agree­
ment was made between those provin­
ces, under which
THE OVERWHELMING CATHOLIC 

MAJORITY
of one province agreed to respect the 
rights and sentiments of the minority 
by making equal laws for each. It

full heaped up and running over is tbe was agreed that that should he made
a fundamental element of the Consti­
tution. I agree that there are not 
the sama elements of finality. Such as 
you have you had better use, and the 
iirst of these elements is to deter­
mine the initial question, and we 
know that it means that in the cases 
in which you determine that there 
ought to be the right given in certain 
circumstances that it shall be given. 
There is the suggested objection that 
there may he on some of the Local 
Committees cranks who will object,
but whatever strength there is in
that argument is infinitesimal com­
pared with the evil of
SENDING IT AS A FIREBRAND

to the country and the bitter strug­
gles which what you have proposed 
will create. Do what you think is 
right, and it you think this is not a 
right clause then reject it, but if you 
think it is right and just to the Ro­
man Catholic minority that there

measure to be given by the strong to 
the weak, and by so acting we will 
exemplify true Christian principles, 
we will exemplify true Liberal prin­
ciples, we will do out best for the 
promotion of true Christianity, and 
for the spread of the Gospel." Those 
are the general views with which I 
approach all questions of this descrip­
tion. This is an English Bill, and we 
are concerned here mainly for Irish 
Catholics, who have brought with 
them from the country from which 

tthey sprang traditions of those evil 
days to which I have referred, and 
wlio are naturally jealous to the 
last degree of their religious rights, 
and suspicious of any Interference 
with them. I say it is a natural 
jealousy. It is a natural suspicion 
which you ought to respect, and as 
far as possible avert in the course 
of your legislation They know what 
interference brought them in the past 
and

THIS FEELING IS IN THEIR 
BIXX1D,

and you must not quarrel with them, 
you must not he impatient with them, 
you must rather be anxious in the 
future to give them no excuse or pre­
tence for imputing evil mo ives about 
what you do to-day (cheers). Do 
your part, and do it in such a form 
that vou may help to obliterate 
those sad memories, and create in 
them a confidence that you will re­
spect their convictions. Those in 
tins country of the Irish race, for 
'whom we speak, are mainly of the 
(poor and lowly. They are of the 
toilers, whose share of this world's 
goods is small, and perhaps for that 
reason they look to joys that are to 
come (cheers). Now, I will make no 
attempt to deal exhaustively with,
■or Id touch at all upon, some of the j to be made operative by discussion in 
topics which are to be debated on this House and another Art of Par- 
this Rill. I may say with regard tojliament? Wc know the difficulty of 
"the observation made by the hon passing 
member who preceded me that he

M *d keen trouble I uecided te grve 
km'i Heerl eed Neree Pille e Mai.

1 found I
1

•0 mu par box ar three borne» 1er I1JI
m The T. Milburm

should be such a provision 
all your power to enact it. The view 
which the President of the Board of 
Education expressed in introducing 
• his Bill rather added to than reliev­
ed mv disquietude when the clause 
was read first, because he said: 11 I 
admit it is asking these minorities 
to trust in the generosity, the equit­
ableness, and the fairmindedness of 
the local authority.” I daresay in 
many cases that will be justified, but 
I know not how far those other com­
pliments to which I have referred 
may arise The right hon. gentleman 
said: ‘‘Public opinion would view 
any obstructive withholding of the 
permissive privilege.'1 What public 
opinion? The public opinion of the 
lwality? If so, then the difficulty 
would not arise. Does he mean the 
public opinion of the public at large

intention of the statute in any case 
in which the conditions prescribed by 
the Fourth Clause are found to exist, 
the local authority shall agree, then

WHAT IS THE DIFFICULTY
in saying that they shall agree ?
(Irish cheers). "He would take 
care," added Mr. Hindi, "that their 
view that a statutory obligation 
should be imposed upon the local au­
thority to do its duty was put be­
fore his colleagues," and he went on 
to point out that there was some 
difficulty in dealing with local author­
ities, and that he did not know what 
the remedy would be, and so on. If 
the right hon. gentleman, with all the 
authority he has, and all the author­
ity he may ask Parliament to invest 
him with—if this Imperial Parliament 
is unable to deal with the local au­
thorities, how does he cxpi-ct the poor 
Roman Catholics to deal with the 
Pmtestant majority in tlie locality 
affected? Then the right, hon. gentle­
man said: ‘‘It was hard to believe 
that any great local authority could 
be so b.goted as to disregard this sta­
tutory duty, he would not say obli­
gation, imposed upon them for the 
education of the country." Well, if it 
is a statutory duty

LET US MAKE IT PLAIN
it is a statutory duty. Tliat is all 
we ask. Make it clear that it is 
what the right hon. gentleman de­
scribes it to he. If it is a statutory
duty then they have to perform itl ‘unbiassed consideration—a considera- 
The fight hon gentleman at present lion better calculated to do justice— 
left it to their free decision whether would he ensured of the determina- 
thev should perform it or not. “He tion of the local authority on this 
believes that no local authority would question of convenience were not final, 
refuse to .lews, Roman Catholics or hut made subject to an appeal to the 
Churchmen the full advantages of the central authority (cheers). Now I 
Parliamentary Grant which Parlia- come to the finally excluded schools, 
ment intended them to receive. At If my suggestions as to the reduction 
the same time there was considerable of the proportion of scholars, as to 
substance in this point, and he would reduction of the population of the 

then use : give it careful consideration." I am area be adopted—vague and general

gratory. It is one of the hardships 
of their lot that they cannot con­
serve » home of their own They may 
be divorced from their following the 
course oi industry from time to time. 
We have, therefore, to deal with a 
migratory population, and that mi­
gration may result in the proportion 
being slightly disturbed one way or 
another at short intervals. Do you 
propose to unsettle things by having 
every year or
EVERY FEW MONTHS A FRESH 

CENSUS
or a fresh inquiry, and i( you find it 
is one below the four-fifths are you to 
disturb everything and upset every­
thing, or do you propose that once 
established the right shall remain for 

I a reasonable period’’ I think that the 
argument ot convenience and practic­
ability points to a considerable ele­
ment of permanence in the settlement 
of the question once it is settled, and 
that disturbance should only be at a 
reasonable and long interval. I come 
now to the other point, on which the 
local authority is to decide, and that 
is the question of convenient attend­
ance at some other school for those 
who may be excluded by the school 
keeping the original character which 
it has anu which it is intended to re­
tain. Therefore, you get a concrete 
question. You have one question, the 
effect of which 1 have already allud- 
ed to—namely, the existence of the 
proportion of the children belonging 
to the several schools. You come next 
to the question whether there is con­
venient attendance, and even if there 
is convenient attendance, and even 
if there exists that proportion, even 
i:i the school is so constituted as to 
be practically almost a homogeneous 
school as in the case of a Roman Ca­
tholic, and Jewish, or a Church of 
England school, even so, is the gen­
eral minority, though here in the in­
dividual case, the overwhelming ma­
jority, of the local population to suf­
fer, unless it turns out that school 
places can be obtained elsewhere at a 
convenient distance for the small min­
ority. On that subject there is t<o 
my mind

A DIFFICULTY IN THE BILL,

Jewish deputation, that his view is 
that as regard» the intention of the 
statute with regard to the Jewish 
teachers
THE WORDS IN CLAUSE 4 WOULD 

REQUIRE STRENGTHENING
He said: “With regard to the Jew­
ish teachers fhe words of Clause 4 
might require strengthening, but the 
intention was that they should be 
carried on just as they were now." 
That was to say, not merely lor a 
long time, but for so long as the ar­
rangement lasted. “He agreed that 
there was a loop-hole for any amount 
of pig-headed obstinacy and bigotry, 
and jealousy and unfairness, but it 
was certainly the intention of the 
clafuse that the teachers should re­
main the same as they were, and that' 
those who were alone qualified should 
give the particular religious instruc­
tion which hitherto had been given in 
the schools." I only demand that 
these words should be made good. 1 
only demand practical security with 
reference to the future that these 
words should be made good. As to 
methods, that is a matter for Com­
mittee, but I think it can only be by 
the parents having a voice in the 
choice of the teachers. There is a 
lack also, I think, in the provision 
for

TAKING OVER NEW SCHOOLS
in the event of population increasing 
in districts, besides the natural 
growth of places by industrial enter­
prise. There are other changes such 
as by shifting of population, and 
while some towns have fallen away, 
others have grown, and in dealing in 
any way worthily with this question 
you must consider the rise of a new 
population, which would require the 
same right and protection as is given 
to existing schools by this cause. I 
venture to suggest therefore that the 
clause is entirely defective in point of 
security, and leaves the Bill in a con­
dition in which it is not adequate for 
the objection of settling this ques­
tion for a seasonable time, and so re­
lieving this House from such discus­
sions as the one we are now engaged 
in (cheers). I earnestly hope that
the difficulties to which I have allud- 

in that it does not provide for an ap-|ed, and others which I have deliber- 
peal to the central authority from th - | ately abstained from presenting to 
judgment of the local»authority oi the j the House upon this occasion, may 
question of convenience of access. It i ,
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be met at some further stage by the 
right hon. gentleman and his collea­
gues, for these defects are at present 
insuperable defects. They are defects 
which affect the rights and conscien­
ces particviixrly as to the choice of 
teachers oi those for whom we speak. 
They are detects which it is impossi­
ble for us to overlook. They are de­
fects therefore which render it impos­
sible for me, at any rate at this stage, 
to vote for

THE SECOND READING;
but I repeat the hope that in the con­
tinuation of the discussion in the tone 
adopted by the hon member for the 
Scotland Division (Mr. T. P. O’Con- 
bor) in a temper moderate and firm, 
the day may come, at some later 
stage of the Bill, that we may enter 
o different verdict upon the Bill 
(cheers).

Time Has Tested It.—Time tests all 
things, that which is wor.hy lives ; 
that which is inimical lo man’s wel­
fare perishes. Time has proved Dr. 
Thomas’ Ecleetric Oil. From a few 
thousand bottles in the early days of 
its manufacture the demand has risen 
so that now the production is run­
ning into the hundreds of thousands 
of bottles. What is so eagerly sought 
for must be good.

affords a more convenient loophole 
than the question of the application 
or non-application of the clause when 
the percentage of the school popula­
tion has been ascertained. This ques-1 
tion of convenience is one point on ' 
which it is very easy to differ, and 
I think that more careful and more

BUFFALO

GOLD MEDAL

seemed to have somewhat forgotten 
in his declamation against parental 
rights to have some voice in the edu­
cation of their children that educa­
tion has been made compulsory by the 
State, lie seemed to have forgotten 
that, after all, the parent is a mem­
ber of 1h‘ State, and has contributed 
to the taxes of the State (cheers), 
lias contributed to the rates, and that. ,*’e 
it is out of his taxes and his rates 
that the State is maintaining the sys- 
1em of education, whatever it may be, 
which is made compulsory upon the 
parent. He calls not for a subsidy, 
nul claims that he shall be assisted 
to perform the duty which the State

AN ACT OF PARLIAMENT TO 
PROTECT A CATHOLIC MIN­

ORITY

sure that the consideration has been a» l have made them, for I am deal- 
given to this point, and I hope that ling with principles and not with dc-
the communication which the light 
hon. gentleman said he would make 
to his colleagues has been made, and 
we will bo greatly relieved if we learn 
that this clause is to be made man­
datory instead of permissive. The 
right hon. gentleman then went, on to

tails, which are more appropriate for 
the Committee stage—if these sug­
gestions are adopted the number of 
excluded schools might be much re­
duced; hut whatever the num­
ber might be, it is con­
siderable at present, and I hold that

AWARDED

Labatt's Ale and Porter
SURPASSING ALL COMPETITORS

“r
SOMETHING EXTRA

EXCLUDED SCHOOLS,

deal with the question of the teach-jin conformity with those principles
ers. I am not, at this moment, deal- to which l alluded in my opening ru­
ing with that point. 1 am now deal- marks, it is fitting that those finally 
ing with the question whether Clause, 
l should be mandatory or permissive, I 
and I submit to the House that in the] if they prefer to retain what those 
interest of the local authorities, in who built them believed to be vital in 
the interest of the Roman Catholic their character as Catholic schools, 
minorities, in the interests of the ; shall continue to retain that charac- 
peace of the country, it is desirable ; (pr. if they prefer that they shall 
not to drawr this hone of contention ,l0f come under the Act and be ac- 
into every place in which the clause quired by the local authority, I hold 
may be applicable; but if Parliament they have not forfeited their right, 
has decided that it is the duty of 1heat any rate as parents, to their share
local authorities, on certain condi-1 nf the rates or their rights as parents
tions, to use the clause to make that 
plain and clear by stating it in the 
enactment (cheers). I now come to

THE PERCENTAGE LIMIT.
, The number in each school is not 

,hown, and we have only general rc- 
| suits, of which we can only produce 
the average. The only Mue thing to
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against a Protestant majority, and it 
would not be very readily operative. I 
The right hon. gentleman went on to
say Hut they might truly sa> that , be sajd ()f tf,e averagu is that it does tion ol the substitution of “shall’ 
11 ls vlt 1o 1 "" judgment, even in ' ||0t p,-0p,.riy represent any one actual f0r “may." I turn to the qutstion of 

case of a four-tifth majority whe- case. Wv cannot tell in how

even to what I would vail a generous 
capital ion grant. Therefore, I hold 
that they ought not to be left abso- I 
Iutely destitute, as the Bill at pres­
ent proposes to leave them (cheers). ■ 
I leave now all the questions connect- | 
ed with this branch of Clause 4, and , 
I turn to what, after all, is more vi­
tal still—more vital than the ques

many
tlivr or no, and, therefore, in canvas- ()[ schools there may be a quota [THE APPOINTMENT OF TEACH­

ERS,
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the question was really in thei
has made compulsory and which the hands, and that it was for them in | considérât ions which it is necessary 
State has undertaken to perform ac- '^eir own individual cases and with

member for East Mayo, made
A COURAGEOUS AND MEMOR­

ABLE SPEECH.

fie then pointed out that as an inev­
itable consequence of the measure a 
share of the public control would be 
demanded, and would be obtained as
tJie result of the system of public ] would benefit more largely then any 
and compulsory jiluvat ion propounded I other bodv, but it was pointed out

that it was not a complete protec-m the Bill. The hon member for 
East Mayo proposed an amendment in 
the direction of parental rights, but 
his voice was not listened to by those 
for Whose interests the Bill of 1902 
was passed .But, nevertheless, his 
voice spoke the truth, for we are 
now face to face with the position 
which has been rendered inevitable by 

■concrete facts. A situation was cre­
ated by the Bill of 1902 which has 
to he met and dealt with to-day, and 
therefore the hon. member for East 
Mayo’s view has to-day been verified 
It was, however, not so much the 
simple proposition, but it is the ex­
tent, the character, and the methods means, 
of interference and the inadequacy of Tell,

sing, in election, in discussion each above or h(.low four-fifths, and the
ruial area has this question in its ] same observation mav be made of the, . ,
own hands." The right hon. gentle- pu|>ulation limit of 5,000 These are because 1hat 18 1hc root of the whole 
man also pointed out that although considerations that require careful o11**1'1
he believed in justice and generosity, |study before they can be exhaustively sch°o1 sha" retain its existing ihar-

-»r own discussed I only mention them as !ac,<,r ?s a Church of England school, 
" as a Jewish school, or as a Catholic

school. What must be acknowledged 
is that* it cannot substau'tally and 
effectively retain that character unices 
the teacheis are such as to give con­
fidence to those who send their chil­
dren to the school, and as long as 
that must be acknowledged it is plain 
that there ought to be mote security 
for the parents’ right to have teach­
ers such as will keep the school of the 
character which it now has, and 
which it is intended by the provis­
ions of the Act to retain. I think 
the importance of this can not be cx-

to take into account before we can
cording to its own fashion. In the j ieiefence to their own community to iealise the real importance, either of
debate of 1902 my hon. ‘riend, the judge and to decide 1 hose difficulties . j be percentage limit or the popula­

ting I felt and which 1 now entertain (jon |jmjt suggested. To my mind,
have been assuaged in one sense by and i sav it at once, the percentage
the tight hon gentlemans speech To limit appears to be too high. Again,
the Jewish deputation, in which he!as to 
said: “Assuming the provisions of 
Clause 4 with reference to non-pro-
vided schools to be illusory tand, of AREAS,
course, if they were illusory they 
would be a fraud) the Jewish body

THE EXCLUSION OF RURAL

the safeguards, in respect of which, 
we believe, the Bill is fundamentally 
vicious, and will trench unwarrant­
ably on tbe rights of the minority for 
whom we speak. I am going to con­
fine my remarks to some of the as- 

-pevU of Clause 4 and the proposée

tion, because it was not obligatory 
on the local authority to ascertain 
the facts." So far the right hon. 
gentleman is accurate. The right hon. 
gentleman has imposed the duty upon 
the local authorities to make local 
inquiry for the purpose of ascertain­
ing the facts—namely, the percentage 
of persons of one persuasion as com­
pared with another. “If four-fifths of 
the parents of the children desire fa­
cilities it was an obligation upon the 
local au'b'jrities.’’ These are ambi­
guous words. I don’t know what ob­
ligation the right hon. gentleman 

“Of course," said Mi. Bir- 
the local authority, if so

I see no reason for the exclusion ot 
rural areas. There exists a provision 
for the necessity ol establishing a 
convenient possibility of access to

minded, might disregard the fair in 
tention of the statute and obstinately 
hold aloof from doing anything fur­
ther." Now, sir, the right hon. gen­
tleman acknowledges that may hap­
pen. He has described his interpre­
tation of the statute. It is the fair

another school as an element for the i»gg"tatod. I think there ought to be 
application of the fourth clause, and ' a provision for 
that convenience is bound to be as-1 A PARENTS’ COMMITTEE, 
curtained by the local authority If ]
the convenience is not available in the with a negative or an affirmative 
rural area it will exclude the rural voice in the choice of the teachers, 
area, just as it excludes the urban, j Remember you are hoping to make 
but if it is available in the rural area, provision for what will last, if not 
then I see no reason why the rural ! in perpetuity, for a considerable time, 
area should be specially excluded from It is a provision by which the Local 
the operation of the clause. It seems] Authorities will perform not merely
as invidious exclusion, as well as use­
less. It seems

A RESTRAINT WITHOUT ANY 
REASON AT ALL

for it. I, at all events, see no rea­
son for it. Then 1 hold that there is 
as inecessity am element of consider-

the displeasing duty of displacing 
teachers from year to year and from 
month to month and from week 4o 
week, but there will be numerous 
cases in which there will be places 
to "he filled up lyxau.se of teachers be­
coming old or dying or from other 
causes. Now there ought to lie some I 

able importance in the question ol the provision with reference to the choice
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census proportion It is known that 
the woiking population of this coun­
try includes, perhaps, more than their 
portion of the Irish popnlation.which 
is from the necessity of the case mi-

of the teacher to fill these vacancies, 
and I have suggested such a pro­
vision. I am glad to know, quoting 
once again from the valuable speech 
of the Minister of Education to the
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