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closely in line with the conclusions arrived at else­
where. Australia’s practical experience tends to 
confirm the opinions that have been formed 
through discussion in other countries, H.r. •

Montreal, November 7,1919

GROUP INSURANCE NOW WRITTEN IN 
CANADA

It is well known to insurance officials, who 
familiar with the Insurance Act, that there is
obstacle therein to prohibit any life company, O’LEARY’S BLUNDER
licensed to operate in Canada, from writing Group ^ more than a generation ago, one
Insurance, now so freely written in the l nit ^ 0 Leary invaded her stable, or outhouse, to 
States. rvtvwifW milk her cow. As it was dark, the old lady took

It is to be noted, however, that the Act pro , During the milking process the cow,
that premium rates applicable to insurance polic e ^ ^ & frolic8ome mood or to switch an over- 
on the group plan shall also be available, to all o her tail. That was all
dinary individuals outside the "group seeking J^cially coming from a cow. The
similar protection. Notwithstanding these facts S ^ n*. ÿxpvcted to know that her toil was to 
life companies operating in Canada, have no i at rest even though a lamp was located in
until quite recently, writing "Group Insuiance^ imPmedillte vicinity. Mrs. O’Leary was the one 
While no doubt the field is a wide one for this form known she didn’t or else she didn’t care,
of insurance, the companies generally h»ve been , showed. The switch of the toil up-
writing business so freely through the ordinary • and the lamp, as lamps will, upset,
channels, that otherwise, no doubt, grouu insui- t U wa8 poured out, ignition followed,

would have had greater prominence befoie ™ ^TSught quickly from the flames, the
this by many companies. fhmres spread and for several days the great city

of Chicago paid a mighty price for milking one 
cow. And at that, it is by no means certain that

It Is a most interesting phase ot the situation n the milk “'^Lions and the

. »....
the restrictions upon private activity entailed y doesn’t get very far unless you really make
public enterprise. Experience all over the world that t doesn tgei Y The Chicago fire
has shown that government activity is never very have occurred. But for Mrs.
enterprising or if it is that mistakes and losses are J^.^Viess it would not. Yet every 
greatly multiplied. It is easy en0UKk there are Mrs. O’Learys doing just such fool-
over” businesses that have been started i ^ thing8. And Mr. O’Leary, too, for that mat-
riedtoa fair degree of development, and then t „ are a8 thoughtless as women in such
îyUelbÜh0edÏn\rwyithanfair degree of success^ mattery All, bothi seiœs ^^moty tîdtmm

the latter function with success the general scope INSURANCE PRIS1DENTS.
of the individual is greatly narrowed. He is not ^SOCIATION ^ LIFE the program for the 
only excluded from the occupations or busim-sse Annuai Convention of the Association
which the State has token over, but he “«jrokept Th rt presidents, at the Hotel Astor,
from access to new lines of operation which under ofL f^ ^ December fourth and fifth, is em- 
private enterprise would have een opene . hasized by the announcement that Sir Henry 
Many Australians blame the excessive ext®ns rjravton the new Canadian Minister of Finance, 
of public ownership and control for the fact th.it D y - invitation to be present and make
the immense resources of their country haver* has accepted anmv,^ ^ ^ ^ hamony witk
ceived only a very limited development. Th y • j theme of the Convention which will
want to see natural resources opened up. the coun- h K post-war problems. He proba-
try populated, and business diversified. There is deal ftlon the ,ine 0f "Some Canadian
a growing feeling that to get these resul£Jhe in- ^ “ ‘ P Uon Probiems”. As is customary, the
dividual will have to be given a larger degree of Hoc - Canadian life insurance
freedom than in the past While maintaining executive of al,^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ftt the 
over him full and thorough supervision and con- ”n,e from thc acceptonces already rece.v- 
trol, the State they think, will have to grant him meet! g J. i be well repre-
much more freedom of action and larger returns ed it* 
for productive enterprise and ingenuity. This is

are
no
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PUBLIC OWNERSHIP HAS NOT BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL


