THE HISTORIC EPISCOPATE,

Among the rank and file of the Evan-
gelical clergy of the Church of Kngland
there is a growing tendency to cultivate
fraternal relations with the Non-Kpiscopal
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tain, and various parts of the United
States. The meetings at I ronto are to
continue throughout the whole of the pre-
sent month.

Corresponding to the working partner-
ship of Moqdy and Sankey, Dr. Torrey is
the preacher and Mr. Al der the sing-
er. Dr. Torrez has nothing specially new
to present in the way of doctrine, and his
point of view is conservative and orthodox.
He asks those willing to accept Christ to
repeat after him these words, *1 have
taken Jesus as my Saviour, my Lord, and
my King.” Dr. Torrey gives nve short
rules: (1) Keep looking to Jesus; (2) Keep
confessing Jesus; (3) Keep studying your
Bible; (4) Keep praying; and (5) Go to
work. The last named rule Dr. Torrey
explained as working to bring others to
Christ.

There is nothing here to aiarm any de-
sirous of the advancement of The Best
Things. Yet we observe certain critics
are already starting in with objections
quite familiar under similar circumstances.
One Pap dent has pointed
out Dr. Torrey is after all saying nothing
#0 very new; that there are preachers in
Toronto just as able; that his syntax,
though he is a university man, is some-
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The clubbing .der of The Dominion
Presbyterian and the Toronto Duly
News for one year for $1.80 appears to
be a favorite with many people. 'I'hie
offer is still open.

The “Scottish Review,” having ask-
ed the opini of leading Church

‘n Scotland as to having religious ser-
vices on Christmas Day, has published
the result. A large majority are in fav-
or of the observance. And if the votes
are weighed as well as counted, the con-
sent is even more convincing. Dr, Cam-
eron Lees, of St. Giles’; Dr. Whyte, ot
St. George’s; Frofessor Marcus Dods,
snd Professor J. M. Lindsay, reply
strongly in the affirmative, and some ex-
press their conviction that the churches
that have no such services are stand-
ing in their own light. The Editor,
in a leading article, tells us that the
practice is spreading in Scotland, and ex-
presses his catisfaction with that fact.

The Rev. Dr. Herdman, superintendent
of home missions for our church in Al
berta and British Columbia, strorgly
points out that the present is a most op-
portune time for starting a university
in Alberta, He says: “We need a un-
iversity for this province. We npeed it
for the higher education and opportun-
ities of the day. We need it for family,
civic and professional life. We need
it for the training of men in humanities
and in engineering and scientific stud-
ies. We need it for the development of
the natural and spiritual resources of
our fair province. We need it for the
coming to the front of men and women
who through education, culture and
authorship will make this country illust-
rious. Should not Alberta in this year
1006, think as seriously of a university
as of a capital? More serious-
lyy, T would say; and cannot
a general understanding be reach-
ed throughout the province on pub-
lie, educational, civic and even political
platforms, that one of our two cities,
Calgary and Edmonton, shall have the
capital and the other shall have the un-
iversity. Would not this idea be fair
to the cities and favorable to the pro-
vince and mark a commemoration for the
year 10067”

times def ; and so om.

We are inclined to think Dr. Torrey
must have some considerable gift either
of fo or organization, or ability, just as
Moody had, and just as Spurgeon had—a
gift, however, difficult to explain or de-
scribe.  But if he has no special gift, the
only explanation left is that God has
chosen to use and honor Dr. Torrey’s plain
abilities, In England alone Dr, Torrrey
and Mr. Alexander had the privilege of
seeing 82,000 persons stand up to say they
would take Jesus as their Saviour and
King.

It is no disparagement of ‘‘use and
want” methods to welcome Dr. Torrey
and to pray for the success of his work.
It may easily be there are many preachers
as intrinsically capable as Dr, Torrey and
Mr. Alexander. But it is also true that
it seems to be the good pleasure of ‘iod to
make special use of men such as Moody
and Torrey, and of their special methods.
We observe that a Unitarian minister
joins in the work of criticism; but this
perhaps ought not to surprise, seeing Dr.
Torrey lays great emphasis on the divinity
of Christ. We venture to say Dr. Torrey

~will be opposed by all who affect to des-

pise what they call “puritanical” strict-
ness; by “lovers of this world”; by the
self-indulgent; by the grivolous and by
the dishonest. But those who are on the
side of Ohrist, and who desire to see his
following in Canada increased, should give
their prayers and their outspoken infin-
ence in favor of the great work now in pro-
gress at Toronto.

A writer in the “Scottish Review,” who
seems to write with knowledge, explains
that the cruel persecution of Jews in Rus-
sia is not mainly religious, neither is it ra-
cial. He ascribes it to the universal pov-
erty and thriftlessness of the Russian pea-
santry, who are drowned in debt, the
money being always got from Jews, who
charge extortionate interest. ‘I'he Rus-
sian, he says, is an easy-going creature, and

him with inferior articles. ‘L'hese facts
way shift the ground of the persecution,
but cannot lessen our abhorrence of the
Russian massacres. Besides being perpe-
trated by a people called Christian, such
atrocities must prejudice the Jews against
the Gospel-

Churches. But this craze ihat the His-
toric Episcopate is esseplial to a true
churchmanship—in other words, to a true
Christian  discipleship—still  blocks the
way in many quarters. Yet who is the
man that will dare openly to say that the
reception of this dogma is necessary to
salvation? Who will dare to say that mn
answer to the question “What must I do
to be saved?’ the reply should be—'‘Be-
lieve on the Lore. Jesus Christ—and the
Historic Episcopate—and thou shalt be
saved.”

Yet some of these Knglish bighops act as
if such an addition had been, or should
be, made to the Apostles or the Nicene
Creed. We are forced to make these re-
marks, soys The Belfast Witness, by the
perusal of a correspondence between the
Bishop of Norwich and one of his clergy,
which appeared in the London papers of
a recent date. It appears that two weeks
ago the Rev. W. J. Spriggs-Smith, Vicar
of Terrington, gave an address to the Rev.
Fred. Hasting's Church, at Tolmer's
Square, W.C,, on the “Fruits of Protest-
antism.”  On  returning home Mr.
Spriggs-Smith, found a letter from his Dio-
cesan, written apparently at the instiga-
tion of the clergy in Mr. Hasting’s neigh-
borhood, requesting him “to abstain from
carrying out what appears to be your ex-
pressed  intention.” Thereupon  Mr.
SpriggsSmith replied to his bishop as fol-
lows:—“Had your letter arrived by an ear-
lier post your request contained therein
would not have been complied with for
the following reasons—(1) After much

hing and many inquiries 1 have failed
to find any law of our Church, or of this
Realm, which forbids a clergyman of the
Church of England giving an address in a
N formist place of ship, or that
authorises his own, or any other bishop,
to forbid his doing so. Surely what a
bishop can do (which the present Bishop
of Durham did—namely, preached in a
Presbyterian Church), a Presbyter can do
in another Non-conformist Church. (2)
When bishops do as the present bishop of
London does—viz., appear in a Protestant
Cathedral robed in Pagan vestments, with
a fish-god mitre on his head, and preaches
more or less the Sacerdotal doctrines ot the
Church of Rome, it is not a time to keep
silent, nor to be silenced even by a bishop.
I for one will not be, so long as so many
of those who occupy positions of authority
in the Church of England are by their
teaching and practises undermining the
Reformation settlement, and also the ecivil,
social, and religious liberties of our Com-
monwealth, and that at the expense of its
citizens, because the ‘tithe’ which we clergy
receive is the property not of the Oburch,
but of the nation. It is the treachery in
the Church that compels me, in the inter-
ests of true religion, to advocate the Dis-

blisk and Disendowment of the
Church. (3) I consider that our nation
and no less Churchmen owe a debt to our
Nonconformist brethren for their Clris-
tian work and fidelity to the essential
principles of the Reformation. Hence |
extend the right hand of fellowship not
only in words, but in deeds.” This is
putting the case very plainly and very
strongly. We shall be interested to see
what reply the Bishop of Norwich gives
to this spirited and defiant epistle. I'he
Bishop will find it a difficult business to
dispose of and condemn the Bishop of
Durham for preaching in a Presbyterian
pulpit. And not him only, for often did
Bishop Ryle, of Liverpool, one of the most
saintly and Evangelical bishops on the
Bench, preach in the Preshyterian Church
at Pitlochrie. More than that the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury—Dr, Tait—preached
in a Presbyterian pulpit in Scotland. It




