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(By Rev. C. Mackinnon, B.D., Winnipeg.)

Again Esther spake, v. 10. The path ot
duty was the path of peril, and we are not
surprised that the queen should hesitate.
Livo had 8 charms and its comiorts lor
one in so royal a position; and an ackion
that would rashly exchange these for the
grin presence of the executioner nught
well make one falter. Nevertheless, wue
true course 15 to do the right and leave
the consequences to God. A clerk who
had been requested by his employer to do
something dishonest, cansulted s minis:
ter. 1 shall lose my place if 1 disobey,’
be argued. “Look to God first, and trust
in Him,” was the wise reply. “Do not
think Lle will let you sufter, because out
of regard to His commandment you have
lost your place. Never!” The young man
lost his situation, but maintained his char-
acter, and in doimg that, laid the tounda-
tion of future prosperity. Not the fear of
man, but the tear of the Lovd, is the be-
ginning of wisdom, and it always pays to
serve Him,

Think not..thou shalt escape in the
Kings's house omre than all the Jews, v.
13. She belonged to the Jewish nation;
tuat would be enough! The tempest
would level the tall tree as well as its less
loity neighbor, so long as it was part ol
the torest. No one Lives to himsell, Kach
is part of the other, in a family, a com-
wunity, a church, a nation, ‘Lhe indivi-
dual suffers in the national calamity, even
s be receives his ruy of glory when the
nation 15 honored.  And |, therefore, to
give the thought a slightly difierent turn,
every one is responsible for his neighbor's
welfare.  His goodness enriches his com-
munity, his dishonor brings shawe upon
it. 1t is a strong inceutive to right living
to recognize that our holiness is a contrr
bution to the corimon good.

1 thou altogether holdest thy peace, v.
14. " There is a sinful silence. Men ave
still possessed of a “dumb devil."” Churches
are sometimes found like the fabled peo
ple who dwelt on the banks ol the
Ganges, and who had no mouths, but fed
oniy upon the smell of herbs and Howers.
There is a fragrance of religious senti
ment about their walls, but no voice to
denounce fashionable vices, nor to preach
righteousness and duty at any cost. Such
churches are not indispensable. T'hey
stand self-condemned.

At this time, v. 14. Mr. Bart Kennedy,
in his recent book, “A Tramp Turough
Spain,” describes the average Spaniard in
this tashion: “The Spaniards are the most
dignitied loafers in the world. Tomorrow
is for them the day of days. On that day
everything will eome right.”” **Manana”
(tomorrow), says the indolent Spaniard.
Nor does he stand alone. How ready
most of us are to put off some plain duty,
to turn aside from some obvious oppor-
tunity of service, until tomorrow, But the
golden moment is really the present. Is
there something we ought to do? It
should be done “at this time"—now.

Then shall there enlargement and de-
liverance arise to the Jews from another
place, v. 14. God calls us to be His in-
struments, He honors us with opportuni-
ties in His service. He lays the responsi-
bility of His work upon our shoulders,
Nevertheless we are not the only people
in the world, and the divine purpose does
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Esther 4: 10 to 5: 3. Study ch. 4: 1 to
56: 3. Commit to memory vs, 13, 14. Read
the Book of Fsther. Golden Text—The
Lord preserveth all them that love him.—
Psalm 145: 20,

HOL stand o1 Tedl WL OUr dailiiuiess oc
tue Jack Of b, AL we Wil ol go, anoties
will ve tound wuo will.  Loe hewnmation
did not depend  upon Lutuer
would have come Lhrouga anothier agency
had he declined the tusk. but ue would
uave nusscd lorever the oppertumity ol
Wls lile, Lis B
o islory aud e
given Lo another.

Wuo knowewn wheties
to the kmgdom for sucn a Lune as tois?
v. I Bach cog o tue machinery s its
own appuinted lash,  wven Lhe waysie
weed bas its purpose, 1L notung wore, @
drop ol honey o coutvioute to the com-
mon good. God bad placed ksther on tie
Persian  throne o doliver  10s peojne,
Mordecai at the gate to give ner counruge
and advice. He sent o tae king a slecp
less might, that it nught assist o the gieat
design.  All people and events lave tuewr
purpose to ser As the Lord brougit
Abrabam from Ur of the Chaidees, as He
sent Moses to deliver tsrael 1rom kgypt,
#0 has He a task for each of us. Uur task
undone, the whole world lags.

Esther put on her royal apparel, ch, 5:
1. It was not enough that the queen had
decided to do her duty to ber country
men at all hazards, It was not enough
that for three days and nights, she should
have proclaimed a fast, the wost intense
form of ancient prayer. She did not ne-
glect other and more extreme aids to the
accomplishment of her purpose. Nor in
the great enterprises of our church, or the
great schemes of moral reform, are we to
think it sufficient merely to decidé upon
their rightness or necessity and to pray
over them. We must take every pains to
secure success. The-organization should be
perfected, and the administration prudent.
There is really nothing secular when em-
ployed in a sacred cause. The object
sanctifies at,  Beiher's royal apparel be-
came part of a patriotic and sacred duty.

What wilt thou?..to the half of the
kingdom, v. 3. Who can read these words
without thinking of another Novereign,
not ruled by passion or eaprice, but moved
by justice and love. “The half of the
kingdom""—is this the offer He makes to
Nay, He has given us the Son who is
Ruler of the kingdom. No greater
could even He bestow, who controls
the riches and resources of heaven. And
this Gift is the pledge that He will with-
held nothing needful from us, when we
come as petitioners to His throne.

WOl have weci Crased

CeuwWal ue BULVICY

Luou At come

gift

GIVING

Give, though thy gilts be siall,
Sull be a giver,

Out ot the httle founts
VProceeds the river,

Out of the river's gifts
Gulfs soon will be

Pouring their waters out,
Making a sea,

Qut of the sea, again,
Heaven draws its showers,

And to the fount imparts
All its new powers.

Thus in a cycle borne,
Gilts roll around,

And in the blessing given
Blessing is found.

CONSECRATION

Eutire  consecration  embraces three
things,—being, doing and suffering. We
must be willing to be, to do, and to suf-
fer, all that God requires. This embraces
reputation, friends, property and time. It
covers body, mind and soul. These are to
be used when, where and as God requires;
and only as he requires,

alone; W’

LIGHT FROM THE EAST
(By Rev. James Ross, D.D., London, Ont.)

‘The King—Mentioned in this Book, 1
generally identified with Aerxes, emptios
ol Persia 485 464 B,C., although no monu
mental or historical confitmation ot any
viotae avidents mentioned Lere bas as
yeb been discovered, cicept that tue peast
ot Purin celebraung ke deliverance trom
Hamans plot (ch, Y: 20:28) was obse ed
by dews 1w all parts of the world in ¢
time oi Joseplus.

Shusian—Lhe Susa of the Greeks was
originally the capital of kdam, and subse
quently one of the capitals of the Persian
empire..  Wherever the name occurs ex-
cept here, the phrase, “the palace, iy
added.  This, no doubt, reters to the re
markable audience room in the form of a
Greek temple, with the throne in the
place of the Divine Statue, where the em-
peror received the ambassadors from all
countries of the world. The rumns cover
about two and a half acres, and the porti
coes and staircases opened upon a terrace
forty-five acres in extent. Much of the
Leautiful of enameled bricks, by
which the walls were adorned, is now in
the Louvre in Paris, The city was taken,
after a desperate struggle, by Assurbani-
pal, its buildings destroyed, and all its
treasures carrvied off to Assyria. Later, it
was taken and plundered by Alexander
the Great, who found $60,000,000 in its
treasuries. After the Arab comquest of
the East, its site was abandoned.

RELIGION AT HOME

L beard once of a youug person wuo
went to ive m a home supposed 10 be a
thoroughiy rengious nowe.  sue said are
terward that 1o vwuae sue saw e that
Lome she was mehned to think there was
very httle n rvehigion. She saw disagree-
ment and contention, and strite, and un-
Kindness, which did much to lead her to-
ward inhidelity, Lovers of Christ, 1s there
Bul dor us a very solemn lesson in this?
liow closely ali we wo and sy 18 watched
by the world; and it Licy see 10 us exlubi-
tions ol temper, anger, passion, unkindly
leeling, censoniousness, ele., how greatly
It wul tend to uudo all tue wtiuence ot
our professions and our  etiorts tor the
cause of God.

Une of the great wants of the uge 18
more of Christ in the homes. Let us get
%0 much of the religion of Jesus that we
will everywhere exhibit the mind and tem-
per of Christ.  Christ said: “If | be lifted
up, I will draw all men unto me,” He
may be lifted up in our lives, and if so,
the dmwing influence may be felt. It
matters not how gifted the minister or
leader, or Christian worker; if there be
exhibitions in his life of those things not
in harmony with his teachings, it neutra-
lizes his best efforts, Nothing can take
thuv place of a consistent life. Jesus s
saying today: “Return to thine own home,
and show how great things Jesus hath
done unto thee.” We can show by mild
Christian temper what He has don'e, and
the world will be powerfully drawn to
Him.—Primitive Methodist.

MOCK HUMANITY

The lower we get the more we shine.
We must get down in the dust if we, are
to be true followers of Christ. A man can
counterfeit love, he ean counterfeit faith,
he can counterfeit hope, and all the other
graces, but it is very difficult sto counter-
feit humility. You soon detect moek hu
mility.~D. L. Moody.




