
THE MEN OF THE
NINETIES

PROLOGUE
'T^IIK (lay Hmrdsley lift his stool ,uu\ Ie(l;,'er

*• in a Lomloii iiisiiiaiiif oHict- and Ijctook
liinisflf seriously to tin- illustration of that
strange comic- world of Conuievc, a new mani-
festation of En«,'Iisli art blossomed It had,
n() doubt, Ikhii a lon<? time ;,rerminatinf,' in ti e
minds of many men, and there had l)een

numerous sijrns poiutinj; the way on wliich the
artistic tendenc-ies of the nineties would travel.
For example, just about the same time as
Beards'ey's eifrliteenth year, a coterie of v(»ung
men, fresh from the Varsity in many cases,
made their appearance: in London openly pro-
claiminj,' the dmtrineof art for art's sake "under
the regis of Oscar Wilde. So in the last age of
hansom cabs and dying Vietorian eticpiette,
these uig men determined that the rather
dull : and literary world of London should
flower like another Paris.

If, tor the soke «»f making a beginning, one
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