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BRITISH COLUMBIA.

jou and Flemish Beauty pears are grown of such size, perfection of form and
freedom from blemish as to be hardly recognizable by Eastern fruit-growers.
The plums and prunes produced are afso large, rich and luseious, and the repu-
tation of Coldstream fruit wherever it has been marketed thronghout the North-
West Territories and Manitoba is of the highest character. These orchards are
being extended yearly, and are very profitable. There are a number of smaller
orchards in the Vernon distriet, all of which are successful, and the future
of the fruit-growing industry is most promising. At Kelowna, some thirty
miles south of Vernon, Lord Aberdeen has another property, the Guisachan
Ranch, which is devoted prineipally to dairying and hog-raising, and in this
distriet there are a number of profitable orchards, varyving in size from an acre
or so up to fifty acres. The orchard of Mr. T. W, Stirling is a notable illus-
tration of the possibilities of the distriet in this line, with its symmetrical
rows of large, well-proportioned trees, loaded to the ground in season with
luseious fruits, including apricots, peaches, medlars, apples, pears, plums and
cherries.

Again quoting Dr. Bryce:

wery fruit of the temperate climate grows, the tobacco plant and hop
flourish, and even cofton has been grown as a curiosity. All small frait flour
ish, grapes ripen nicely, and roses may be seen in full bloom in the end of
October as far north as Kamloops. From Spallomcheen to Salmon River
eastward, and to Kamloops westward on the Thompson, hoth along the line of
the Canadian Paeific Railway, is a similar country, the climate all being prae-
tieally the same as that of Kamloops,with the lowest average temperature in
February of 13 degrees F."’

MIDDLE ZONE.

This comprises the region between 51 and 53 degs. north latitude, and
contains much of the mountainous parts of the provinee, including the Cariboo
Mountains, the locality of the most celebrated gold fields vet discovered in
dritish Columhia. The rainfall is heavier there than in the southern zone, and
the forest growth, therefore, hecomes more dense. The altitude of the settle
ments in this division varies from 1,900 to 2,500 feet above the level of the sea;
3.000 feet heing ahont the maximum height for wheat, though other grains
ripen at a greater altitnde. From 122 degs. west longitude the land falls toward
the valley of the Fraser, the elimate becomes milder than in the mountains, and
hunch-grass grows in the valleys and on the benches. Quoting from the ¢‘CH
mateg of Canada’’:

“‘Northward from the Thompson for a hundred miles is another region of
rolling hench lands, a similar country, growing somewhat colder with the lati
tude, but in a surprising manner maintaining a dryness far north into the Chil
coten rolling prairie conntry west of the Fraser; while at one hundred miles
north o Kamloops such a moderate temperature exists that eattle maintain
themselves all winter on the ranches in latitude 52 degs.® Bevond this the rain
fall inereases till in the northern part of the plateau the forest has bhecome
more dense, and has the characteristies of the great forest areas of Eastern
Canada.”’

THE NORTHERN ZONE.

The attention of the world is now drawn to this region. A vast gold area
of iNimitable wealth is heing exnloited. though nresent operations are almost
confined to tributaries of the Yukon. Althoneh little is known from meteoro-
logienl ohservations recarding the inland nlatean northward bhevond the 54th
parallel, it may, in a general wav, he stated that the country consists of rolling
plateans of gradually lessening height towards the north, free fr'nm exces-
give moisture owing to the precipitation of the vapors from the Pacific on the




