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felf to the wilt of the Pre/ii/ter^ and of the roagifirafes, by
whofe fiiffrages, the confeif ot the people being obtained,
he was eledled and fet apart as a Paftor, and alio as a public

I Teacher of Divinity, in the month of Aiiguft, 1536. Dr.

I

Henry More, in his Divine Dialogues, p. sa, fpeaking of the

^

Reformation of Geneva, fays, " As for Calvin, the charge of
rebellion upon him is, that he expelled the Bifliop ofGeneva,
who was the chief magiflrate of that city, and changed the
government, and fo carried on the Reformation. But this

is a 7}7ere ca/urnni/ ;kgawl\ Calvin, and without all grouml ;>

for not fo much as that is true, that Calvin was one of the
firfl planters of the Reformation at Geneva, and much lefs

that he, or any other reformers expelled the Bifhop out of
that city." It thus appears that there was a Pre/bytery in

Geneva before Calvin went thither; that the fettlement of a
tninifter was confidered as the proper a£l of the Pre/bytery ;
and that in fa6t the fcheme of minijlerial parity, the govern-
ment of the Church by Prejbyteries, and the appointment of
Ruling Elders, was received and a6lcd on before the public
miniftry of Calvin had commenced or any of his writings
had appeared.*—The other part of your flatement that " the
Church of Geneva was the firfl Prelbytcrian Church that was
ever heard of in the world," is jufl taking for granted the
very point to be proved. I know not what you conceive
neceflfary to conftitute a Prelbytcrian Church, but it appears
to me that it is not more ncceflary to give an inflance of a
Church precifely the fame as the prefent Church of Scotland,
in order to prove the exiflence of Prelbytcry antecedent to

the Church of Geneva, than it is to produce an example
parallel with the preferti Church of England in order to

prove the exiflence of epifcopacy prior to the age of Henry
VIII. We maintain on the mod fu6/lantiaI grownila that the
Jezci/h Synagogue was Prelbytcrian in its form,— that the
words Synagogue and Church have the fame iignification

—

that the mode o^-worjhip adopted in the Chrillian Church by
the Apoftles was fubltantially the fame with that uhich had
been long pra61ifcd in the Synagogue—that the titles gi\ en

to

* See Beza'i Lile of Calvin, and Melchiot Adam's Ditto, p. 6i.


