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MACKAY itX KIN'i AND OAinKIl SN \KKS. xH
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l»u. A. II. .M.mKav [ircsciiti'il a ilt'.-iccitiMl s|ic(:iiii(u of iJiut/n/ilii.i

jmnrtafitK (L.), IIh' Kiiig-iictkol nr KiiiK Siiiikc of Novii Scotin, far

pxaniiiiatioii hy tlif incinbors lu'csciit. Tlic s|i(;(!iiiic'a was (aptun'tl

alive, iliiriuj,' tin' [ncvions fall, at Piiii: Hill, iitiir tlic I'utk, and was pri--

Hciiti'd to him ^),V tlio Kcv Dr. (ionioii. Its lialiits in rajitivity wore

dcseribi'd, tiio iniiiciiial one (not iffcrri'd to in tliu other pajiers ren.l

before the Institute) bcinj; its ability, after moistening its ventral i»lnt«.s

by jia.'ising through v.ater, of elinibing up the more than vertical walls

of a tall gla.ss beaker in whieh it was kept. As the mouth uf this largo

beaker was covered with a .sheet t)f thin cotton (doth clamped around

it."-' mouth by a rubber band, the snake used to (dind) up to the top and

take a circular jiosition around the mouth and as elo.se to the band as

po.ssible. For u coujile of months it was presented with quite a variety

of things to eat and drink, but wii.s never (deserved to take advantage

of wdiat was oth^red, e.Kcept to go gliding 'hroiigh the water (jr other

liipiid supplied. I'eing neglected for a week or more toward.s the

beginning of winter, it was found dead and desiccated one day, when

the experiments came to a dose. It agreed closelv with tin specimiur

described in detail by Mr. Harry Piers on the Hth March, 18*J2. (See

Vol. viH., page 181, Trans. X. 8. Inst. Sci.).

He then described an exciting frog hunt by one of three large

Garter Snakes, (Eutainia alrtali" )—i\so of them having been killed to

give the frog a bettor chance—which he had the good fortune to .sec on

the partially dry bed of a rivulet near the X'iclaux river in Annapolis

county. The cunning and persistent determination ^jf)'vn by the snake

in this case was most remarkable, wduither in swimming and diving in

the clear giavel-bottomed pool, or in climbing the rock and the bank.
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