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ripe, with fine heads, jjrown by the TVoe Indians at StufKoon Lake, on the plateau, and
at Fort St. John, further ui) the I'oaco Rivor and considerably nearer the moinitains

.

barley and oats are known to have been r\[Hi on Aunnut 12th in 187'), thonu'h at Iho
>;iine place in 1H7'.» wheat was a failure. Fort St. John is near the wi^.stern edtrt! of tlie
ountry 1 eonsiderofa'.'ricultural value. Of (nurse, it is very desirable to have further
xperiments in a few chostui localities—chosen as being the most unfavouralde—to.show
the best and worst that can be said of the country."

The very great importance of the facts statedby Dr. Dawson can ,«an(*ly be over-
•stinuded in relation to the trade and settlement both of IJritish ( 'ohimhiaan'd those of
the Dominion at large

The evidence of Prof. ^Vlacoun, the botaiust of the racitie Railway survey, is pre-
insely to the same eft'ect as that of Dr. Dawson with regard to the agricultural capabili-
ties of British Columbia, if his testimony bo not, in fact, even warmer in its estimation.
Ho says, "I consider nearly all the Peace River section (including the portion in
British Columbia) to be well suited for raising cereals of all kinds, and twothirds of it

lit for w heat. The soil is as go(jd as in any part of JManitoba, and the climate if anv-
thing milder," "All my observations tended to show that the whole Peace River
country was just as ciipable of successful settlement as Manitoba. The soil seemed
to bo richer—the country contains more wood—there are no saline mar'-dies or lakes—
the water is all good—there are no summer frosts—the spring is just as early and the
winter sets in no sooner." " ISritish Columbia is the garden of the Dominion." " The
.soil in the valleys (of Rritish ( 'ohnnbia) is ulintj/x gooil."

PROVINCIAL (if)VERNMKNT LANDS.

(towu lan<ls in Ib-itish Cnlumbia are clas.silied as either surveye 1 or nnsurvoye<l
lands, and may bo ac(iuireil either by record au<l piv-omjition, or by purliase.

PRE-EMITIONS.

The following jiorsons may record or pre-empt Crown lands, viz. : Any [ierso:i being
the head of afamily, a widov,-, ur a single man over IS years of age, being a British
subject, may record surxeyed or iinsurveyod Crown lands which aro unoccuj>ied, or
unreserved, and unrecorded.

Aliens may also record such surveyed or unsurveyed lands, on making a declara-
tion of intention to become a I'ritish subject.

The (juantity of land w hich may l)e ref;orded or pre-emi)tod is not to exceed 820
acres northward and eastward of the Cascade or Coast ^Mountains, or 100 ai'res in the
rest of the province.

No i)erson can hold more than one pre-emption claim afr«, time. Prior record or
pre-emption of one claim, and all rights under it, are forfeited by subsequent record or
pre-emption of another claim.

Land recorded or pre-empteil cannot be transferred or conv(>ye I till after a Crown
u'rant has been issued.

Such land, until the Crown grant is i.ssued. is held by occupatinn. Such occupation
must be a bona lide iKMsonal residence of tlie settler or homestead settler, or his family
ir agent. Indians or Chinese cannot be agents,

Tlie settler must enter into occupation of the land within thirty days after
recording, and must continue to occupy it.

Continuous absence for a longer jieriod than two montlis consecuti vely, of the settler
or homestead settler, and his agent or family, is deemed cessation of occupation; but
leave of absence may be granted not exceeding four months in any one year, inclusive
of the two months' ab.«ence.

Land ia considered abandoned if unoccupied for more than four months in the
aggregate in one year, or for more than two months consecutively.

If So abandoned, the laud becomes wasteland of the Cro\\n, without any (lancellu-
1 ion of the record.

The fee on recording is two dollars.

The settler may either have the land surveyed at his own instance, (subject to recti-
fication of boundaries), or wait till the Chief CommissiontT causes it to be surveyed.

After survey has been made, upon proof, by declaration in writing of himself and
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