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train.

rontly, hy tlinl

All tho nntnnnilion had boon Iw^iiii, all tho ovontM woro inndo
)y tlml IiivimIIiIo n^oncv

our individiiiil will, iiiid nulHtnliiintoH hiinmii |>tiHHi«>ii to tlio iliviiio k'"'*}'-

ivimI1»|« ftm<n('y which woi-Uh in nntitrtt, whlrh controlN

And whon Totzcl uppoarcd upon thf wono with hin inftemnUM doctrlilO.'

4ind unbluHhin^ otlVontory, It wuh onlj- t\M tho Hpofk which kindled thy
bliir.o, or only am tho tocMin nonnd which cnllod into action tho woii|)oru)

wnitinff to tl^hf tho battle of tho Loi-d. Tho trnlHc in lndule;oncoM wnar
a rovoltiiiff mirloHqno on (.'luiHtianity and tho Chunh. If'thvro I'o ono
trtith more (doarly rovenli«l In JIolv Scripture (hnii nnotlu>r, It in thin;

that (tod alono can A)f>^lvo fin. I'l ih tho cHM«ntial proro;<ativ« of tho
iK'itv, which Ho has, not,—and which reverently bo it Mpolcon— He can-
not dolc/xnio to' any hunuui authority whatHo^vcr. The duly oittaincKl

and appointed ndni^tens ot'ChriMt may pronounce'forp[ivoneHM'orMinH, in,
' iri^ name and by Hin authority, upon the compliance of the Hinner with
the i\!coffni7,od conditions of Hulvation,—or In the words of tho JJook of
Common Prayer, ''To all them that with hearty i*epontanco and true fliitli

turn imto liim." Ihit that any num—no mivtter what his pergonal
/Ofiflrt or ofHcial j)osition—shoidd a<4Hunie tohimHolf tho power to remit,:

in bin own name, and at his own discretion, tho penalty of bIu, and to
guorantoo tho etornal Hnlvation of tho houI, onlho poymoiit of a fow
paltry coins into tho coH'ors of tho Church,^Ih an uct of prcsuntption
and blasphemy unwarnintcd by Scripture, nnd ropui^nant to ri/^ht

rooflOn. Yet Huch was the prerogative assumed by the Holy Vontitf,nnd
by him delegated to thoHo whom ho chose to api)oint us his miiiistei'H

or agents. .......
There wa8 now a »pot ial noqd fiir the sale of IndulgcnceH. Money-

was M'antod. Ijoo X. hjul Huccocdcd Julius I(. in tho pontifical chair, and
had found tho kingdom impovorished In' tho wars of his pvodecoHsor.
Tho magniflcont church of St. Peter at Rome had been begun, but funds
wore lacking for its completion. In addition to this, Albert, .^Khbishop
of-Montz, was indebted to tho Pope to tho extent ^f some $45,^, which
ho had not the means to pay. . . . . In this emergency, tlio Popo
proclaimed a general indulgence. It was lot out on tho true forming
principle to tho Archbishop ; and sinco a thii-d person was required for
its success, John Totzol was chosen as the mission preacher, or, more
strictly speaking, as tho itinerating vender, in the unholy traffic. By
this plan 'the ftinds of both the Pop© and tho Archbishop mi^ht bo reple-^

nishod, if not tho devotion of the people, and tho purity of the Church
increased. >
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There was hero a singnlai* combination of character. Tho gtoatest;

EOBsiblo difforcnco existed botw^eon tho ' three men who thus,
ocame prominent in tho preliminary stehs of tho Reformation. Jjco X.
was in many respects all that could Ijo dpsirod. /the pontifical throuQ
had seldom boon fio worthily filled. . A son of tho eelobratod Lorenzo do
Medici, ho combined in a i*emarkablo degree mafiy of tho virtues and
vices of that illustrious family. With roHncd tastes and an acconmlishod
mind, ho united a virtuous disposition and a benignant rule. He gave
encouragement to literature and art, and was not averse to ecclesiastical

reform. But his love of r^anoy and his' delight in war, his thirst for

Eleasuro and his extravagance of living, warped tho better principles of
is natui-e, and rendered him indifferent to tho higher duties of his office

;

and like his predecessors, while usurpilig the prei-ogativos of tho Doity,'^ \

ho sought by threatening to ins'pire tho fear and evoke the obedience,
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