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fact that Liberals In largo numb«» Joined In that obMrrer wlU oaU the psdiHtrtbutlon agerrymander.

cxpresDlon." That hU appr«ciaUoD might be more The plan of etocttoK two members in Tortwto

generally known by the Uberal party Mr. Whitney oonntltuenclea on mparate balloU wa» ac )pted. not

wired the same mossage to The Globe. The day to promote Independence, but to strengthen their

lifter the election the Mail and Empire acknowl- party lliioti. make eore the nomination and eteetlon

edged the aedetanoe which Liberal* had mdered of the four old memben, and generally to dlrcoiir-

in defeating the GoTernment, On the same day age independence. Mlddleaez and other cocotlee

The Toronto World said editorially : "An tauo, were so orraiigod that Liberals should not hare

Indeod. so vital for the future of free government adequate representation in the Legislature. This

in.Ontario could not be made a paHy question, and, is gerrymander.

as Mr. Whitney declared, the victory of his canse OarrimianCtorlnc and Hlvl<Mr>

could not be regarded as a mere party trtamph. ^^ January 24, 1906, Mr. Whitney made a pnb-

And he will be the first to recognize that the sweep
^^^ appeal for aid. and declared that should hU

which he has made throughout ihe length and
f^^^^^^^ conduct not bo approved, the people might

breadth of the Province has been due in no small withdraw their confidence. Docs Mr. Whitney
degree to the independent and honorable actUn of j^, ^^^^^^ y^ ^^ j^^j p„blio i onfldenoe ? He has so

the many Liberals who have subordinated fop a,„njgd many constituencies by hiving LiberaU
patriotlcreasonsthelrparty tothelrprinciplos." that the withdrawal of Liberal oonfldonco will not

Under the circumstances It was su^peeed that ^gg^^ ^^^ standing of the parties in the Leglsla"

the new Government would be pocuUariy free from ^^^^ q„ January 28, 1905, Mr. Whitney published

party bios and be a Government for the whole
^^^^ <• gl»d appreciation " of the fact that "Uberata

people. Mr. Whitney in the campaign encouraged
j„ j^^^ number*" eupported him. In 1008, appar-

the people to entertain this hope. As reported by ^^^^^^ ,^jyj y^^ expectation of lotdng Liberal sup.

The News, which very ably supported him, he said ^^ jj^ Whitney's appreciation is expressed by
at Barrle : " In Ontario they were not so strongly hjyjng the Liberals. There wore a grim humor in

divided on public questions as in the Dominion

Parliament, where the larger questions of trade*

ta-Hff and relations with the outside world were

dealt with. But the time had como in Ontario

when all the good mon, all Christian men, all men
who wished decent srovcrnment, must get together

the situation did it not savor so strongly of the very

ordinary commonplace and tricky politician.

Law mmtbrm.

At a meeting held December 22nd, 1904. Mr.

Whitney expressed hia views on Uiw reform. The

were
resouri'cs.

wore

or violate their consciences, and the Conserrativee Mail and Empire gives the following report of his

held that they had a right to ask for that." remarks :-" A few years ago the Conservative

The Government attained power under most party declared its policy on several questions. It

favorable auspices. Hope was general. The people favored law reform. The Divisional Court was

discovering how groat were their mineral an anomaly. The expenses had been lessened and

ft 08 The bright prospects of the Province the resulta of Utlgation lowcned. There should be

attracting immigration. Everything seemed one final Court of Appeal for the Province, ai^

promising. The Government had such a majority one only. If matters continued as at prcHent, It

that it was independent. The people-Conserva- would soon come about that no man but the rich

lives and Liberals-had gi ^ -n it the power to resist could go to law and get his rlghte in Ont.ino.

sinlHterlnfiuencoa. No ProMncial Government had The first term of the Government h,w passed,

ever had such a majority or 8uch an opportunity. They have been ... office neariy four yeara, and

nothing has lK>cn done for law reform. There u
need of relief; the Government have failed to give

it. There has been a oonsplcuons failure and the

people are disappointed.

The Thrca-Oftha OI«tuaa>

When the Government passed the three-fifths

»»r«lecl.

For a time the Government did well. None

would deprive them of their due. The Liberal

press was generous. But after a time complaints

were heard. It was charged that, forgetting

appeals for Liberal support and tho acknowledg- clause of the local option act they were guilty of

ment of generous treatment by Liberals, the spoils reactionary legislation. Ever since Ontario be-

system was being introduced. Dismissals were came a Province the majority in a municipality

numerous. Certainly some of them seemed un- has had the right to decide upon tho granting of

necessary. The independent press began tocritlcize. licenses. These rights were flrrn'v established and

The News was able and vigorous in its opposition founded upon a sense of British justice and

to tho spoils system. Some Liberals who had equality. Why have the Government tampered

responded to Mr. Whitney's appeal to "good men with themt Having been returned to power by a

and Christian men," and who had begun to con- large popular vote composed of both parties, this,

eider him as a superior politician, were wondering of all Governments, should have trusted the iieople.

If they had been deceived, and if lie were of the This country la democratic, a:id ono man's vote

ordinary brand. It began to appear that the should be as good as his neighbor's, and no better.

Government had obtained oflJce by falso pretences. In every State of tho Union in which local option

and did not differ from the ordinary Government prevails the majority vote is considoied sufficient.

of party pr«.i"'Hcn. Under the Government of Mr. Ross, local option

Havine been returned by a huge majority and a could be carried by a majority,

large Liberal support, the Government might have fair play.

This was Bi-itish


