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It wasn't front-page stuff A bunch of social workers, lawyers, judges, '.MB
ministers and the like got together for two days and discussed, in their \

" respective jargons, children i
BBiil They didn't talk about children directly They talked about the courts

I and family services and psychology and marital breakdowns But really they
were

M-f. ' jh,, j.'riday and Saturday workshop and panel discussion at the Kamaaa■■ lnn mav only deserve a historical notation on the news pages But the . . BBHKIflHHBB
BBBBi significance of those discussions may well be felt for generations to come

Let s in this the week of the child in the \ ear of the ( hild. hope that all ^
IfBBWBi those professionals started a svstem this weekend that will benefit all the in-
BHB nocent victims of broken homes-and perhaps make it less painful for

parents to separate
BBHH One of the items the nation's leaders didn t get to this winter at a con-
MWB ference of first ministers, was family law reform Perhaps in another mon MKsBBBBBBBlBBi

election) vear they will discuss two important dichotomies existing in our 
MBBHBR judicial system that go further to making children hurt when a marriage

breaks down. |
■ One Because divorce is a federal court matter and family law a provin- *T\i

C1al court responsibility, rarely have divorce and family problems been handl- i 9 * f. ^§31 \
cd 5V the same judge who may take the over all family situation into account K ^ ^ *

Second No matter how sincere a face a troubled couple may assume m If: ^ ^ ^ t
private counselling over their children s future, they pay big do lars for §$(

■BBp. lawyers to fight each other In divorce court, the children take a back seat to T § iW\

the lawyers' employment of the adversary system. , ,---------
However, in Toronto and Hamilton pilot projects are underway whereby 

BHHH one judge can execute decisions wearing both hats He can call on■BIB counsellors, ministers, probation officers, police, doctors, public health 'nurses - in short, anyone and everyone involved with the family at a time of ^ i „
crisis — and he can make a ruling on divorce in the over all context of the

fanUMid for the first time in Peel - for the first time - experts from all
those different disciplines got together to discuss (heir mutual problems. ------------ --------------------------- “
their common and cross-purposes, and the system itself

No one will benefit much in the short run except perhaps those
y&*4lv\ professionals wp hold out iong-range hope that such a — C

(successful) pilot project could be incorporated in Peel A ^
One small step for the people who are called upon to arbitrate a broken 

I i____n___ «iont dan fnr thp innocent victims.


