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A story of Merlin Whipped Potatoes
Standing over the little spud
His mind spun with the thought of the coming event.
The petite potatoe peeled clean, boiled to tender perfection
His sour-cream eyeballs glazed in defiance and anticipation
Slow he lifted the whip o' whips over his shoulder
And then brought it fast smack splat down hard
Again
And again.
Hard again hard swift on the carefully prepared 
Little spud.
Whip whip whip

"Get thee smooth, starch-ball."
A little starch perhaps; brine do no harm 
Drippy butter slithered sleek all around.

By ROB ROWLAND
When a mainstream author 

attempts a work of science fiction 
it is either much better than most 
SF works or it is a mess. In the 
former category are 1984, Lord of 
the Flies and Brave New World. In 
the latter category, often the 
author lets his own assumptions 
about science fiction get away and 
thus wrecks his story. Nigel 
Balchin blew it when he tried it 
with the Kings of Infinite Space.

The trouble with much science 
fiction is that it has been too 
concerned with being science 
fiction and not “people fiction” 
which the rest of literature is 
about. It started back in the 
twenties and thirties with the 
gadget stories and the bug-eyed 
monsters. The first had tedious 
descriptions of phasers and 
superautomatic hair clippers. The 
second type featured something 
from our Canadian Arctic that just 
happened to be patriotic enough to 
eat a good portion of New York 
City.

In the forties John Campbell took 
over Astounding (now Analog) and 
introduced social science fiction. 
Unfortunately though social s-f 
brought out many of today’s best 
writers the situation remained the 
same. Now it wasn’t the gadget but 
the social background or the 
situation of the story that was 
dominant. Characters suffered and 
so did the literary quality of the 
story. Robert Heinlein who is 
among the best at constructing the 
social background to a story still 
relies on stock characters.

After the moon landing in July 
1969 quite a few people, including 
Time thought that science fiction 
was dead. Just the opposite, has 
occurred. The Book Cellar which 
has the largest science fiction 
stock in the city, reports that their 
sales have been steadily increasing 
since that time. Last Saturday CBC 
radio ran a special on science, 
science fiction and astrology. The

program stated that science fiction 
was more popular than before and 
what they called the “space trip” 
was replacing the drug-peace

culture in the youth culture. 
Whether or not the latter is true, it 
is a fact the mystery of space is a 
mind expanding trip which is 
gaining popularity daily. With this 
new enthusiasm science fiction will 
have to pull up its quality of 
writing.

There have been many books 
both in and out of the genre built 
around the Arthurian legend. They 
range from Rosemary Sutcliff’s 
historical The Lantern Bearers 
and The Sword at Sunset to H. 
Warner Munn’s occult and 
Atlantean book, The King of the 
World’s Edge.

Afterwards, when the little spud was just a creamy mass 
of gastrated glucose
He was questioned: Why this violent deed, man? There are other ways... 
He could not steady his eyes as his mind mashed around with names like 

Napoleon Solo 
Bullet
Mattel G.l. Joe 
Spiderman

and Beaver Cleaver ( Beaver Cleaver??)
He later suggested: diversification, variety, change.
Got weak all over with the thought of corrugated 'taters 
Each ripple cut with a razor blade.

Mary Stewart, has written many 
novels of intrigue with believable 
characters and this is why her 
books have outsold the run of the 
mill sex-adventure spy novel. Her 
latest book, The Crystal Cave, has 
been on the best seller list for 
months. The Crystal Cave is the 
autobiography of Merlin as a boy, 
youth and young man. Miss 
Stewart has managed better than 
most s-f or fantasy writers to
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THE PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

TORONTO DANCE THEATREGreen Bush Inn
Atkinson Dining Hall

THURSDAYS & FRIDAYS
Burton Auditorium

4 pm to Midnight
Proof of Age Required -

Dancing and Entertainment 
on both nights

Individual tickets still available at the box office.
$4.50, $3.50 (York staff)

$2.50 (students)Thursday: The Four Studs
Friday:

Have a drink with your supper — the 
food servery will remain open to 10 pm 
both nights.
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