
THE BATTLE 0F THE CANALS
The New Welland vs. 7-he Georgian Bay Canal.

By NORMAN PATTERSON

ýE is something attractive about, a battie.
hether it is a battle with soldiers or war-
ýseIs, a battie for diplomatic pre-eminence

'as is being waged by the Kaiser and
a battie for financial leadership such as
and others have waged in the United
any kind of lesser battie, the struggle
SPectator. Much of the present interest

îsh election is merely curiosity regarding
)litical battie for large stakes.
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A Little History.
1 this canal question one must know
of the history of the Welland Canal,
t romautic histories in the commer-
it of Northt Anierica.
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Lakes and all the large tributaries thereof.
About this time a proposal was made in the

United States to connect Lake Erie and Lake
Ontario. Niagara Falls barred the way down the,
river Niagara. It is'reasonable to suppose that if a
canal were built between Buffalo above the Falls
and Lewiston below the Falls, it would bave been
a great convenience to the people trading along the
southern shores of Lakes Erie and Ontario. The
American statesmen of the time were looking care-

TI-E WHEAT ROUTE 0F THE FUTURE

osed Georgian Bay Canal, the proposed New Wellan d Canal,
.o ta Albany, with a eut-off ta, (swego. These three eanals
uestion is " Which will be the best and cheapest ?" Froin Sax
Ian Bay îs 661 miles, and via the Welland Canal is 943 mile

to New York, via Buffaly and Erie Canal is i085 miles.

fully at the main chance. They recoguised that
such, a canai would be a great rival to the Erie and
would divert traffic ta the St. Lawrence River 'and
the port of Montreal.

It will thus be seen fromi titis short historical

summnary that the fight between New York and
Montreal began just one hundred yecars ago. The

Americans built the Erie Canal to Buffalo to kili
the trade on Lake. Ontario. They refused ta build
a canal round the Falls for similar reasons.

Canada's Feeble Attempt.
AS soon as it was known in Canada that the Brie

Canal was ta be built and would likely run ta
Buffalo, a project was started ta build a Canadian
canal connecting Lakes Brie aud Ontario. In Feb-
ruary, 1816, a comnmittee of the Parliament of Upper
Canada reported on this and other navigation sug-
gestions. Two years later the people of the Niagara
district sent in a petition in favour of it. This
discussion went ou until 1824, when William Hamil-
ton Merritt and others formed a Welland Canal
Company. At that time the Brie Canal was alrpost
completed; but its Canadian rival was. not yet
begun. Little work was doue before 1826, because

of the modemn steamships and the increased traffie.
Althougb it is only a fewyears since tbe four-

teen-foot canal was finishcd, the plans are now ready
for a twenty-four foot canal. Such is the rapid
progress of commercial demands. The present
Welland Canal is 2634 miles in length, bas twenty-
five locks, whicb are forty-five feet wide and 270
feet long. These locks in carrying a vessel from.
Lake Ontario ta Lake Erie elevate 326 feet. The
new canal will be shorter and will have only seven

locks.

_______________ Argument Reversed.

STRANGELY enough,
the argument which

was used by the United
States 'Goverument
against the building of

NMIflMA the Erie CanaI to Oswego
and against a United
States canal connecting
Erie and Ontario is now
being used against the
new Welland C anal. Cer-
tain Canadian shippers
declare that a new Wel-
land Canal would allow
both American and Cana-
dian grain vessels to
go througb to Oswego
where they would dis-
charge their cargoes rath-
er than at Kingston or
Prescott. Iu thîs way the
traffic would be diverted
to. New York instead of
Montreal. They declare
that just as soon as the
big American vessels get
through to Lake Ontario,
the, Erie Canal will bie

______________ » extended to Oswego and
Canadian grain will onceand the route of the New more find its way to New

will carry the wheat of
ult Ste Marie to Mon- Yorkc. Ogdensburg and
s. Promi the Sauit Oswego would have an

advantage over Kingston
and Prescott because

grain landed there would have a choice of routes.
It could be sent hy rail to Montreal, Portland, Bos-
ton or New York,

It nmust be reniembered in titis conuection that
the State of New York is now spending one hundred
million dollars. on a new- Erie Canal. When this is
completed and equipped with electricity it wiIl
accommodate a barge carrrying 33,000 bushels of
grain or about four times the Erie Canal'barge of
the present time. The Erie Canal will then be in
a better Position, to compete with the St. Lawrence
canais than at any time since the early years of its
existence.

On the other hand, there are abhippers who de-
clare that Oswego and Ogdensburg wvill neyer get
the grain. They maintain that it will still go out
via Montreal, even when the Erie Canal is deepened
and even if it were extended to Oswego. The great
advantage of Moutreal is the fact that it is a
national port and the "F.O.B." charges are lower. In
New York the "F.O.B." charges amouint to nîne-
tenths of a cent per bushel. This differeuce is
sufficient to keep much of the grain goiug via Mont-
real. When -you add the advantage of being able
to ship from Kingston to Montreal in barges carry-
ing 8o,ooo bushels, as agaiust barges carrying
33,000 buishels on the Erie, the advautage is further
accentuated. The advocates of the new Welland
Canal advance cqther arguments but these are their
main Uine of defence.

The Present Advantage.

A NOTHER argument advanced by those who are
opposed ta the new Welland Canal is that the

Montreal route has now all the advantage required.
The distance froni Buffalo, on the south shore of
the Niagara River, to New York is~ practically the
same -as froni Port Coiborne, on the north shore of
the Niagara, to Montreal. At present, a -vessel 27o
feet long anid drawing thirteen feet of water may
pass titrougit the Welland, titrougit Lake Ontario
and dowxn the St. Lawrence Canals with 90,000
bushels of grain. At preseut' au Erie Canal barge
carnies only about 8,ooo bushels from Buffalo ta
New Yorkc. When the new Erie is completed, a


