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DR. F. W. MERCHANT, of the Department of Education for On-
tario, is a very busy man just now. He is loaded with responsi-
bility present and prospective. The duties which be bas to per-
form have even political significance. For some time he was

cnief inspector of public and separate scbools in the Province of Ontario.
He was also inspector of Normal schools. The even tenor of bis way was
disturbed wben the question was raised as to wbetber the bi-lingual
scbools were properly conducted or whetber tbey were merely French
schools in disguise. Tbe Minister of Education sent Dr. Mercbant to
investigate. He bas been at this
piece of work for some time. Las t.t
spring be investigated tbe bi-lin- M ~ E~ N. O Fgual scbools in Essex County. ________________

Now be is pursuirng bis inquiry
in Eastern Canada along the Que-
bec boundary. His report to the
Government will be received witb
almost breatbless interest by cer- 2
tain sections of the community.
There seems to be littie doubt tbat
in the near future Ontario will be
keenly discussing tbe question as
to wbetber the Ni-lingual sebools
sbould be mainly French or mainly

But Dr. Mercbant bas also
another la>rge task in prospect.
As soon as be finishes with bis
present duty be is to be sent to
Europe to study tecbnîcal and in-
dustrial training. No educationist
in Canada is of real importance
until be bas been sent abroad to
study sometbing. Dr. Mercbait
was recently promoted f rom the
posi ti on of Chief Inspector of
Public Sebools to be Director of
Industrial and Technical FPAIiwr.

finally inspector for the county. This is the typical routine for a success-
fui pedagogue.

One of Mr. Cowley's entbusiasms bas been "continuation scbools," theschool whicb fills up the space between an ordinary public scbool and anordinary bigh scbool. He introduced tbemn into Canleton county andabout five years ago became inspector of continuation schools for the pro-vince. When Dr. Merchant was promoted, Mr. Cowley was naturallycbosen as bis successor, and he is likely to continue bis predecessor'sgood work-perbaps improve upon it. **

A Bi-Lingual Post-Office.T 0- D A Y ONTREAL is the greatestM bi-lingual post-office in

postmaster is a bi-linguist. Mr.
L. J. Gaboury was born at St.
Cesaire, in tbe county of Rouville.
His fatber, a notary, educated bim
for the law, after be had taken bis
B.A. froma Marieville Seminary.
Two years of law were enougb
for bim, and be switcbed to busi-
ness and thence into the civil ser-
vice. His first important post was
superintendent of tbe D. L. O.-
Dead Letter Office--of tbe Mont-
real Division, and tbis post ne-
quires a live man always. In 1906
be received the appointment as
assistant-postmaster. Because of
tbe illness of tbe late Postmaster,
be bas been in almost entire
ýcharge of thîs important office, tbe,
largest and most difficuit in Can-
ada. He has 'sbown gyreat zeal in
ithe discharge of bis duties and bas
won the good opinion of bis

J superior officers.
MR. R. H. COLE o long ago, there was a great

Chif nspctr ublc chols Ot" discussion in New York as toChie Insectr PulicScLoIswbether Mr. Morgan, the assistant-
postmaster, sbould be made post-
master, and the polîtical pot fairly
boiled over. However, the cause
of good government won and Mr.
Morgan received the appointment.
Just now in Montreal there is a
similar struggle. Shall Mr. Ga-
boury receive a natural and well-
earned promotion, or shall a poli-
tician wbho knows notbing about
post-office work be put into tbis
important post, as was done in To-
ronto and other places? This is
a question of considerable import-
ance to the country as a wbole. It
is interesting to notice that the
Board of Tradie, other commercial
bodies, and the daily press are aIl]>' united in declaring that the best
interests of the public would be
served by the promotion of Mr.
Gaboury.

Mayor Guerin Decorated.
MR. L. J. GABQtJRY D R. J. J. GUERIN, Mayor ofAsitn PSmse at Mnra Montreal, who was. notified

recently by Archibisbop Bru-iesi, that he had received f roni the Pope the title of Knight Commanderthe Pontifical Order of St. Gregory the Great, lias had a busy career.What his fellow-citizens think of him was sbown by the fact that inýbruary of Iast year he was elected Mayor of Montreal by nearly tenlousan d majority. He was the candidate beaditig the slate brouglit outthe Citizens' Committee to figlit graft. Montreal, previous to thekiiig of that action, bad been nobbed of more than a million dollarsa year.1 
4Dr. Guenin was born in Montreal on july 4, 1856, and received hi. edu-tion tiiere. Both his parents were Irish. He was elected three timesthe Quebec Legislative Assembly and was a memnber of the MarchandIministration without portfolio. HIe has been president of the St. Pat-k's Society, the Shamnrock Lacrosse Club, and snany other organizations.Swas at the C¶ronation and had a seat in Westminster Abbey.


